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Preface: Moral Creativity and Prosociality
as Foundations for Societal Change

Throughout history, societal transformation has not been driven solely by policy reforms,
economic restructuring, or technological innovation — it has been powered by a deeper

force: moral creativity. The ability to reimagine a just world, think beyond existing paradigms,
and act with prosocial intent is what separates mere structural adjustments from true systemic
evolution,

The Role of Moral Creativity in Systemic Change

Moral creativity is the ability to envision ethical alternatives in times of crisis. It is the spark
behind movements that have challenged oppression, redefined human rights, and expanded the
moral imagination of entire civilizations. Without it, society remains trapped in outdated models,
unable to evolve beyond the limits of existing power structures. Some examples of this principle
in practice:

e Abolitionists envisioned a world without slavery long before legal emancipation became a
reality.

e Suffragists imagined a society where women’s voices helped shape governance, even
when the idea was radical.

¢ Indigenous activists continue to advocate for ecological stewardship as a counterpoint to
extractive capitalism.

e Social entrepreneurs create businesses that serve communities rather than exploiting
them.

Every revolution — whether political, economic, or cultural — has been preceded by a shift in
moral consciousness. It begins when individuals dare to ask new questions, challenge
assumptions, and offer solutions that are grounded in empathy, justice, compassion, and
preservation of what we value the most.

Prosociality as a Prerequisite for Change

Moral creativity alone is not enough; it must be paired with prosocial behavior — that is,

the desire to act for the collective good rather than merely to serve individual gain. A society
cannot transition to a Level 7 political economy without a fundamental commitment

to cooperation, reciprocity, and mutual aid as its foundation.
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Studies in evolutionary psychology, neuroscience, and anthropology reveal that humans are
wired for cooperation. While various forms of competition have important roles to play, it

is collaboration that has allowed communities to survive and civilizations to thrive. The strongest
and most sustainable societies are those where individual well-being is linked to collective well-
being — where people understand that helping others strengthens the entire system.

Key Prosocial Traits for Societal Transformation

e Empathy — The ability to understand and share the feelings of others, leading to policies
based on human respect and dignity, rather than hierarchical power and profit motives.

e Altruism — A willingness to act in ways that benefit others, without the expectation of
immediate personal gain.

e Trust — The foundation of cooperation; without it, democratic governance and economic
justice cannot function.

e Reciprocity — A sense of mutual responsibility that creates stronger communities and
economic resilience, even during periods of scarcity and crisis.

e Moral Courage — The strength to challenge injustice, speak truth to power, and act in
alignment with ethical principles, even in the face of opposition or persecution.

e Compassion — A fundamental caring and kindness in ever-widening circles of concern (all
people and all living things in our immediate community and surroundings, in our region,
in our nation, and in the world as a whole).

Societal Systems Must Be Designed for Prosociality

A Level 7 society will of necessity institutionalize prosociality — not just rely on individual
goodwill. This includes:

e Shifting economic incentives from profit maximization to cooperative ownership models.

e Redesigning political structures to encourage inclusive governance and participatory
decision-making.

e Reforming education to cultivate ethical reasoning, civic engagement, and social
responsibility.

e Rethinking media and culture to highlight narratives of strength through cooperation and
mutual appreciation, rather than individualistic materialism, self-centeredness, bullying,
polarization, and division.

Bridging the Moral Gap: From Awareness to Action

Many people already hold prosocial values — they deeply and firmly believe in fairness,
sustainability, and justice. The challenge is translating these beliefs into systemic action. Moral
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creativity helps us imagine alternatives, and prosocial behaviors ensure that these visions can
become a reality.

e How can we make collective well-being more attractive and rewarding than individual
hoarding?

e How do we build institutions that nurture empathy rather than exploitation?

e How will we shift cultural norms so that cooperation is seen as strength rather than

weakness?

These are among the fundamental questions human civilization faces at this time.

The Path Forward

Level 7 is not just about policies or institutions — it is about a moral transformation that
redefines how we relate to one another, how we distribute resources, and how we organize
society itself. It is about breaking free from competition-driven paradigms and embracing new
systems rooted in moral imagination, prosociality, and collective care.

The transition to Level 7 begins with each of us — with the courage to think differently, the
wisdom to cooperate, and the moral creativity first to envision and then design a better future.

Are you ready to rise to the challenge?
At the end of each chapter, you will a find a “Your Notes, Questions, and Decisions” section with

text fields to type directly into this document. Please use this section to develop your own ideas,
inquiries, and potential next steps for action.
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A Beginning
A Call for Transformative Action

In an era where economic inequality, environmental destruction, and political instability are
growing exponentially, the need for systemic change is undeniable. Our current political and
economic structures — largely dictated by corporate interests, entrenched power hierarchies,
and outdated institutions and paradigms — have proven inadequate in addressing the complex,
globally interdependent challenges we face today.

The Level 7 political economy proposes an alternative path: a model based on what is
sustainable rather than extractive, what is just rather than exploitative, and what engages people
directly with democracy rather than via corruptible proxies. Rather than perpetuating systems
that concentrate both wealth and power, Level 7 envisions a world where decision-making is
decentralized, resources are managed collectively, and human potential is nurtured through
equitable agreements, reduced barriers, and shared opportunities.

The Level 7 approach is also more than a theoretical exploration — it aims to be a practical guide
for action. We will examine the philosophical foundations that underpin Level 7 concepts,
critically assess the flaws in existing approaches and systems, and then outline concrete
solutions that can be implemented at local, regional, national, and global levels.

The chapters ahead introduce transformative strategies such as direct democracy, regenerative
development, sustainable enterprise models, and inclusive economic practices. We will discuss

how to mobilize communities, challenge entrenched power structures, and transition toward a

more egalitarian and durable civil society.

So this overview is for activists, policymakers, academics, and anyone yearning for fundamental
systemic change. It provides a blueprint for individuals and communities who seek to take
meaningful action, offering insights and practical tools to help build a new political economy that
prioritizes the well-being of people and the planet over everything else.

The time for change is now. Many people already know this, but an alternative vision has yet to
emerge that unites those yearning for change. Level 7 intends to provide that vision.

Please note that, as of this writing, many of the concepts, examples, and context presented here
relate mainly to the U.S. — though they certainly have sympathetic echoes around the globe.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Level 7
What is Level 77

The term "Level 7" refers to an advanced stage of social and political development in which
human civilization operates in harmony with ecological systems while ensuring equitable
resource distribution. Unlike conventional political models that focus on maintaining economic
growth and power hierarchies, Level 7 prioritizes collective well-being, environmental
sustainability, democratic participation, and a more egalitarian civil society.

The Level 7 concept emerges from a recognition that capitalism, neoliberalism, and centralized
governance have failed to address the pressing crises of our time, including:

o The climate crisis and environmental degradation
o Wealth inequality, poverty, and economic exploitation
o Social injustices and systemic discrimination

o Political corruption, self-dealing, and lack of transparency
Why Level 7?

Most political and economic ideologies that allow concentrations of wealth and power —
regardless of whether they are based on capitalism, socialism, communism, or on some
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combination of these ideologies — fail to adequately balance individual freedom, social equality,
environmental responsibility, and accountability for those who govern. The Level 7
framework seeks to remedy these failures by introducing a cooperative model that encourages:

e Decentralized decision-making through direct democracy
e Shared ownership of businesses, land, and resources
e Regenerative economic models that prioritize sustainability

e Social structures that empower communities inclusively and comprehensively
The Evolution of Political and Economic Models

To understand why Level 7 is necessary, we must examine the failures of past and current
economic systems:

1. Crony Capitalism — As the most prevalent economic system today, this prioritizes profit
over people, leading to extreme wealth disparities, environmental destruction and
resource depletion, corporate dominance over democratic institutions and processes,
privatization of public goods, and corporate capture of government itself. This is
essentially what the most prevalent capitalist ideology of the past few decades —
neoliberalism — has aimed to accomplish.

2. State Socialism —In all but a few of its left-anarchist implementations, socialism has
tended to rely on either undemocratic centralized state controls, or on integration with
free market capitalism in mixed economies, where the profit motive corrodes or captures
socialized services and public goods over time. In its most extreme form, the failures of
state socialism were exemplified by Soviet style communism, which ironically is hard to
differentiate from state-monopoly capitalism.

In both crony capitalism and state socialism, wealth and power eventually become concentrated
at the expense of everyone and everything else. It is this concentrating tendency that Level 7
seeks to resist and diffuse.

Core Principles of Level 7

To move beyond these flawed systems, Level 7 is built on the following five key principles:

Decentralization: Political power and property ownership is distributed among local
communities, preventing elite concentration and control.

Resource Equity: Wealth is managed in a way that ensures fair access to basic needs, including
housing, education, and healthcare.
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Regenerative Systems: Economic and environmental policies focus on sustainability and renewal
rather than extraction and exploitation.

Participatory Governance: Every citizen has a voice in decision-making through direct democracy
mechanisms.

Cultural and Social Inclusion: Recognizing and valuing diverse perspectives, promoting gender
equality, and dismantling systemic biases are fundamental to Level 7.

How This Overview is Structured

This overview will first explore the philosophical and ethical foundations of Level 7, followed by
an in-depth analysis of the flaws of existing economic and political structures. Then, we will
move on to practical solutions and implementation strategies, including policy proposals, case
studies, and real-world applications.

Each chapter will aim to include:

e Historical Context — Understanding how we got here.
e Critical Analysis — Identifying systemic failures and their consequences.
e Proposed Solutions — Innovative approaches to transformation.

e Actionable Steps — Concrete strategies for individuals and communities.

Who Should Read This Overview?

e Activists and Change-Makers — Those seeking new methods to create meaningful social
change.

e Community Organizers — Leaders looking for practical frameworks for grassroots
movements.

e Policymakers and Economists — Experts interested in innovative governance and
economic models.

e Students and Academics — Scholars studying political theory, sustainability, and social
justice.

e Average Citizens — Anyone passionate about building a better world.
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Next Steps
This introduction sets the stage for a more detailed exploration of Level 7. The next chapter will
examine the philosophical foundations of the model, exploring unitive and sustainable practices

and their role in shaping a fairer society.

The journey toward a just and sustainable world begins here and now.

Your Notes, Questions, and Decisions:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Chapter 2: Philosophical Foundations

The Ethical and Theoretical Underpinnings of Level 7

Our primary assumption in Leve 7 is that for any societal transformation to succeed, it must be
grounded in a solid philosophical and ethical foundation. Level 7 is not merely a set of policies or
economic strategies — it is a paradigm shift that redefines how we view governance, resources,
and human relationships across society. This chapter explores the core principles that shape
Level 7, drawing from philosophy, psychology, and social science to construct a comprehensive,
multifaceted framework for a more just and sustainable future.

The Essence of Level 7 Philosophy

At its core, Level 7 is built upon four fundamental values:
1. Unitive Thinking — Recognizing the interconnectedness of all people and ecosystems,

fostering compassion and collaboration and the synthesis of diverse perspectives, rather
than combative division, aggression, and competition.
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2. Sustainability — Ensuring that economic and social structures regenerate rather than
deplete shared resources.

3. Direct Democracy and Participatory Governance — Giving everyone in society substantive
influence over decisions that will affect their lives.

4. A Revised Assessment of Private Property — Questioning how we define property
ownership and governance, especially around collectively held property that should be
held collectively within the commons for the benefit of all.

Unlike traditional economic models that focus on individual wealth accumulation or state
control, Level 7 prioritizes collective well-being while preserving personal freedoms.

Unitive Thinking: A Holistic Approach to Society

Traditional political ideologies often emphasize and enlarge divisions and polarization: left vs.
right, rich vs. poor, state vs. private sector. Unitive thinking rejects the perpetuation of these
tensions in favor of perspectives grounded in all-inclusive compassion —where all ideas and
innovations that contribute to a greater, collective good are honored and actualized in society.

Key Aspects of Unitive Thinking

e Cooperation Over Competition — While forms of friendly competition can be very
constructive, an excessive focus on aggressive competition breeds inequality,
exploitation, and nefarious bad actors. A Level 7 society instead prioritizes cooperative
models of both production and governance, enhancing the synthesis of innovation and
beneficial outcomes for all.

e Shared Prosperity and Power — Wealth and power are redistributed in ways that
ensure everyone has access to basic necessities while allowing personal ambition to
flourish in ethical and prosocial ways.

e Honoring Diverse Perspectives — Recognizing that a just and equitable society inherently
values all voices and contributions that build society up an unite people, instead of
tearing society down and stoking division.

@ Example: In Scandinavian countries, worker-owned cooperatives have proven that businesses
can thrive while ensuring fair wages and democratic decision-making.
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Sustainability as a Core Principle

A sustainable society is one that regenerates rather than depletes. This applies not only
to natural resources but also to social capital, mental and physical health, and economic
dynamics and structures.

Elements of a Sustainable Society

e Regenerative Economics — Instead of relying on extractive industries and resources (oil,
mining, deforestation) that will inevitably be depleted, a Level 7 economy is built
around circular economies, renewable energy, and a preference for local self-sufficiency
and sourcing.

e Decentralized Resource Management — Communities take charge of their food, energy,
and housing, reducing dependency on both corporations and centralized institutions.

e Long-Term Thinking — Policies are designed with future generations in mind, moving

beyond short-term profit motives or self-serving consolidation of power.

@ Example: The “Doughnut Economy” model, proposed by economist Kate Raworth, aligns
closely with Level 7 principles by balancing human prosperity with planetary health.

Direct Democracy: The Foundation of True Representation

Unlike representative democracies, where power may be concentrated in the hands of political
elites, direct democracy ensures that decision-making power remains with the people. Level 7
implements a “semi-direct” model that allows most issues to be decided locally, while also
allowing for a limited technocratic bureaucracy to manage standardized systems and services.

Features of Direct Democracy in Level 7

e Citizen Assemblies — Instead of relying on career politicians, communities engage
in collective decision-making processes.

e Blockchain-Based Voting and Splitline Redistricting Algorithm — Leveraging technology
for transparent, equitable, and secure electoral processes.

e Rotating Leadership — Preventing power consolidation by ensuring leaders serve limited
terms and remain accountable to their communities.
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@ Example: Switzerland’s model of direct democracy allows citizens to vote on key national
issues, demonstrating that participatory governance is both possible and effective.

Insights from Elinor Ostrom’s Design Principles

Elinor Ostrom, a Nobel Prize-winning economist, challenged the notion that common resources
must be either privately owned or state-controlled to avoid overuse. She demonstrated
that communities could effectively manage shared resources when given autonomy.

How Ostrom’s Principles Align with Level 7

1. Clearly Defined Boundaries — Resources belong to the communities that use them,
preventing exploitation by external forces.

2. Collective Decision-Making — Those affected by resource management participate in
governance.

3. Accountability Mechanisms — Transparent enforcement of community rules prevents
abuse.

4. Autonomy from External Authorities — Communities govern themselves without
unnecessary interference from national governments or corporations.

@ Example: Indigenous land management practices worldwide showcase sustainable ways to
govern shared resources.

What follow now are some additional key concepts that contribute to the Level 7 philosophy and
solutions.

Gender Disparities and the Marginalization of Feminine Power
Traditional political and economic systems have historically favored masculine traits, such as
competition, dominance, and aggression, while devaluing feminine leadership qualities like
empathy, cooperation, and holistic thinking.

How Level 7 Promotes Gender Balance

e Equal Representation in Leadership — Governance structures are designed to reflect
gender balance.

Level 7 Overview by T.Collins Logan April, 2025 Page 14 of 48



e Redistribution of Care Work — Recognizing importance of what has traditionally been
uncompensated labor (childcare, eldercare, emotional labor), and need for men to
participate equally in those roles.

e Dismantling Hierarchical Power Structures — Emphasizing horizontal leadership

models where decisions are made collectively.

@ Example: Studies show that countries with higher gender equality (e.g., Iceland, Finland) tend
to have stronger economies and more stable democracies.

The Role of Art and Culture in Societal Transformation

Cultural narratives shape how societies function. For Level 7 to succeed, it must be accompanied
by a shift in cultural consciousness.

e Storytelling as a Tool for Change — Art, music, and literature play crucial roles
in challenging dominant ideologies and introducing new ways of thinking and being.

e Media Decentralization and Standards — Moving away from corporate-controlled media
toward independent, regional and community-driven entertainment and journalism,
while still encouraging standards of excellence in entertainment, and fairness, integrity,
and factuality in journalism.

e Encouraging Socially Engaged Art — Art that consciously engages with community to
address their own needs, nourish multiple dimensions of being, and solve their most
pressing problemes.

@ Example: The Zapatista movement in Mexico integrates cultural storytelling with grassroots
activism to sustain its autonomous communities.

Conclusion: A New Ethical Framework for Society

This chapter has laid the philosophical groundwork for Level 7. The next step is to examine why
our current systems fail — a crucial context before proposing meaningful concrete solutions.

Your Notes, Questions, and Decisions:

16.

17.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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Chapter 3: Identifying Core Challenges

Understanding the Systemic Barriers to a Just and Sustainable Society

Before we can transition to a Level 7 political economy, we must first confront the flaws of our
current systems. This chapter critically examines capitalism, neoliberalism, systemic inequalities,
and other barriers that prevent us from achieving a more equitable and sustainable world.

The Problems with Capitalism and Neoliberalism

Modern capitalism, especially in its neoliberal crony-capitalist form, has created extreme wealth
disparities, environmental destruction, and social fragmentation. While it has led to
technological progress and economic growth, it has also prioritized profit over people and the
planet to a highly destructive degree.

Core Flaws of Crony Capitalism

e Wealth Concentration — The richest 1% own more wealth than the bottom 50%
combined, completely undermining any semblance of potential wealth equality.
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e Environmental Exploitation and Degradation — Capitalist economies prioritize short-term
profits and de-prioritize negative externalities (i.e. negative impacts on everything else),
which has led directly to our current climate crisis, destruction of ecosystems around the
globe, massive species die-offs, increased risks to human health, and increased pollution
of air, soil and water.

e Big Money’s Control of Politics — Lobbying, a legally enshrined concept of “corporate
personhood,” and campaign finance corruption vis-a-vis the 2010 Citizens United SCOTUS
ruling, have allowed wealthy individuals and corporations to dictate government policies,
capture government regulatory agencies, and place devotees of those special interests
into political office, all primarily so that these elites can enrich themselves. The resulting
conditions has many names: plutocracy, oligarchy, kleptocracy.

e Systemic Inequality and Injustice — As validated by decades of careful research, race,
gender, and class hierarchies and oppressions are embedded in capitalist systems
already, but they have been amplified by neoliberal control over economics and politics.

@ Example: Similar to the Savings & Loan crisis of the 1980s, the 2008 financial crisis
demonstrated how deregulated capitalism leads to instability, benefiting the wealthy while
harming millions of ordinary people — that is, privatizing profit while socializing risks.

Neoliberalism: The Engine of Global Inequality

Neoliberalism is the economic philosophy that promotes privatization, deregulation, and free-
market policies. It's influence over the past fifty years has directly led to:

e Mass Privatization — Essential services and resources like healthcare, education, energy,
and water supplies are increasingly controlled by corporations.

e Dismantling of Social Safety Nets — Welfare programs are cut in favor of tax breaks for
the rich.

e Gig Economy Exploitation — Workers face job insecurity, low wages, and lack of benefits
even as they are prevented from collective bargaining or forming unions.

e Global Corporate Power — Multinational corporations dominate world economies,
habitually exploiting workers in the Global South.

e A Race to the Bottom — Wage stagnation and chronic underemployment in low-quality
jobs for a majority of U.S. workers, as corporations seek to maximize profits for
shareholders while minimizing any commitments to their employees.

@ Example: In the U.S., the influence of neoliberalism has resulted in extreme medical debt, as
healthcare remains largely privatized and driven by profit rather than public need.
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The Spectacle: Distractions from Reality and Effective Agency

In 1967 French philosopher Guy Debord coined the term "The Society of the Spectacle" to
describe how mass media and consumer culture create a false reality, distracting people from
their own systemic oppression. This spectacle continues today, but has been expanded to
include many more facets of distraction and deception — including a litany of falsehoods about
the nature of our political and economic reality — effectively neutralizing society’s collective
ability to promote its own best interests.

e Media Manipulation — The 24-hour news cycle and social media algorithms keep people
engaged with sensationalism and disinformation, preventing them from focusing on
substantive issues or understanding the actual causes behind current events.

e Consumer Culture — People are bombarded with advertising that equates happiness with
material possessions, reinforcing the values and priorities of individualistic materialism.

e Political Theater — Elections and political debates focus on personality conflicts and
“culture war” grievances, rather than positive structural change.

e Anti-Science Propaganda — Corporate funded “research,” carefully choreographed by
conservative think tanks and PR firms, undermines public confidence in actual science
and its ability to inform effective evidence-based responses to current challenges.

@ Example: Social media outrage cycles create endless debates on minor cultural issues,
diverting attention from systemic inequalities like massive concentrations of wealth and political
power.

The lllusion of Choice

While many believe they live in a democracy, their choices are often limited to corporate-backed
candidates who maintain a neoliberal status quo, and public discourse is likewise limited to what
the same corporate influences allow to be discussed.

e A Two-Party System — Both parties primarily serve corporate interests and wealthy
donors, preventing any substantive systemic reform.

e Lobbying and Influence — Wealthy elites shape policy decisions through donations and
influential lobbying groups like A.L.E.C.

e Censorship and Control — Social media companies control narratives with “click bait”
engagement algorithms that amplify false but sensational narratives while silencing the
truth; meanwhile, mainstream news media will simply not cover certain stories or
controversial viewpoints, since the Fairness Doctrine requiring them to do so was
repealed in 1987.
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@ Example: Despite overwhelming public support for climate policies, fossil fuel companies
continue to influence governments through lobbying, nonfactual think tank “research,” and
massive political campaign contributions.

The Tyranny of Private Ownership

One of the most deeply ingrained myths in modern economies is that private ownership leads to
better resource management and freedom of choice. In reality, privatization often results
in higher costs, inequality, monopolies, and resource depletion.

How Private Ownership Has Harmed Society

e Housing Crisis — Real estate speculation drives up rent prices, making housing
unaffordable for many.

e Corporate Land Grabs — Multinational corporations buy vast amounts of land, displacing
local communities and even preventing the ongoing development of local resources to
serve those communities.

e Monopoly Control — A handful of companies control essential resources like fossil fuels,
water, electricity, Internet service, and food production.

e The Fencing Off of the Commons — Depriving the rest of society access to natural
resources through private enclosure has been a primary gatekeeping tool of the wealthy
to oppress and control their laborers, tenants, and the poor throughout history.

@ Example: In Flint, Michigan, water privatization led to a public health disaster, exposing
residents to lead-contaminated water.

Demonstrated Alternatives to Private Ownership

e Cooperative Housing Models — Communities share ownership of housing, preventing
landlord exploitation.

e Public Utilities — Water, electricity, and internet are publicly owned rather than
controlled by corporations.

e Land Trusts — Prevents speculation by keeping land under community control rather than
private investors.

e Common Pool Resource Management — Elinor Ostrom demonstrated that communities
around the globe organically developed collective management and utilization of their
resources with systems that did not rely on private or government ownership.
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@ Example: In Vienna, Austria, 60% of residents live in publicly owned housing, making rent
affordable and preventing gentrification.

Gender Disparities and the Marginalization of Feminine Power

Modern economic and political structures have been built on blatantly patriarchal systems that
undervalue feminine leadership qualities like empathy, cooperation, and holistic thinking.

How Gender Inequality Affects Society

e Wage Gaps — Women still earn less than men for the same work in most industries.

e Unpaid Labor — Childcare, elder care, and domestic work frequently performed by
women are undervalued despite being essential to the economy.

e Political Underrepresentation — Women consistently hold fewer leadership positions in

governments and corporations.

@ Example: Research shows that societies with higher gender equality have stronger economies
and lower crime rates.

Solutions for Gender Equity

e Equal Pay Laws — Ensuring that men and women receive equal wages for equal work.
e Redistribution of Care Work — Having men and women share caregiving responsibilities.
¢ Inclusive Leadership — Encouraging more women and non-binary individuals to take

leadership roles.

@ Example: In Rwanda, women make up over 60% of parliament, leading to progressive and
effective policies on healthcare and education.

The Climate Crisis and the Failure of Market Solutions

Neoliberal economies rely on market-based solutions to solve climate change. However, carbon
taxes and green investment funds often fail to address the root causes of environmental
destruction.
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Why Market Solutions Don’t Work

e Corporate Greenwashing — Companies promote “sustainable” products in their
advertising and PR, while continuing to pollute and deplete natural resources.

e Carbon Offsets Are a Scam — Many carbon offset programs allow corporations to
continue emitting CO, without any real reductions.

e GDP Growth vs. Sustainability — Economic growth remains prioritized over environmental
preservation or protection.

e Owner-Shareholders as Primary Stakeholders — Increasing owner-shareholder profits is
the primary purpose of modern corporations, and everything and everyone else is
subordinate to that priority.

@ Example: The Amazon rainforest is still being destroyed despite widespread and longstanding
corporate pledges to “reduce deforestation.”

Real Solutions to the Climate Crisis

e Degrowth Economy — Transitioning from profit-driven growth to sustainable living
standards.

e Publicly Owned Green Energy — Renewable energy must be a public good, not a private
commodity.

e Legal Rights for Nature — Granting ecosystems legal personhood to protect them from
exploitation.

@ Example: In Ecuador, the Constitution recognizes nature as a legal entity, allowing citizens to
sue corporations for environmental damage.

Conclusion: Recognizing the Need for a Systemic Shift

This chapter has outlined the major systemic issues that prevent true economic and political
transformation. These problems cannot be solved by minor reforms — they require a complete
restructuring of how we organize society.

Your Notes, Questions, and Decisions:

31.

32.
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.
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Chapter 4: Proposed Solutions and Initiatives

Transforming Society Through Sustainable, Inclusive, and Equitable Policies
Now that we have identified the core challenges within our current political and economic
systems, we must explore practical solutions to create a more just, sustainable, and equitable

world.

This chapter outlines key initiatives that align with the principles of Level 7, focusing on systemic
change, grassroots activism, and regenerative economic models.

1. Disrupting Conventional Systems

Modern economies are built on unsustainable and exploitative structures. To transition to Level
7, we must disrupt these systems through direct action, alternative models, and policy reform.

Key Strategies for Disruption
e Boycotting Exploitative Corporations — Supporting worker-owned businesses and ethical

companies.
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e Decentralizing Financial Power — Moving away from central banks toward community
credit unions and decentralized finance (DeFi).

e Decommodifying Basic Needs — Ensuring that healthcare, education, water, energy, and
housing are universal rights, not commodities, through efforts like Universal Basic
Services (UBS).

e Strengthening Local Economies — Reducing reliance on global supply chains by prioritizing
local manufacturing, local small business ownership, and local food production and
cooperatives.

@ Example: In Mondragon, Spain, one of the world’s largest worker-owned cooperatives proves
that businesses can thrive without exploitative hierarchies.

2. Implementing Direct Democracy

Representative democracy has failed to give real power to the people. Direct democracy ensures
that decision-making is participatory and decentralized.

How to Achieve Effective Direct Democracy

e Citizen Assemblies — Replacing elite politicians with citizens selected by lottery who
deliberate on policies.

e Blockchain Voting — Using secure and transparent digital systems for direct participation.
e Splitline Algorithm — Used for local redistricting to eliminate gerrymandering.

e Local Self-Governance — Empowering communities to make their own political and
economic decisions.

e No More Career Politicians or Lobbyists — Implementing term limits and
preventing corporate lobbying.

@ Example: In Switzerland, citizens reqularly vote on key policies through referendumes,
demonstrating that direct democracy can work at a national level.

3. Redefining Enterprise Structures

Traditional corporations prioritize profit over people. Level 7 proposes new models of economic
organization that promote fair wages, worker empowerment, and sustainability.
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Alternative Business Models

e Worker Cooperatives — Employees own and govern their workplaces collectively.

e Variations of Universal Basic Services (UBS) and Universal Basic Income (UBI) —
Collectively engineered essentials (housing, transport, education, basic income) that
eliminate dependency on low-wage jobs for subsistence survival.

e Regenerative Enterprises — Businesses that regularly reinvest profits into environmental
and social causes.

e Transparent Business Practices — Open financial records to ensure corporations serve the
public good rather than owner-shareholders or other private interests.

@ Examples: UBI experiments in Finland, Brazil, Kenya, Iran, Alaska, and hundreds of cities
around the globe have confirmed that UBI improves health outcomes, increases employment,
provides housing and food security, and enhances overall happiness and well-being for those
populations.

4. Population Management Strategies

While overpopulation is sometimes viewed as an inevitable a global concern, the real challenges
are resource mismanagement, unequal wealth distribution, and lack of access to family planning.
Level 7 prioritizes sustainable population policies based on education and empowerment.

Sustainable Population Policies

e Universal Access to Contraception — Family planning resources reduce unintended and
unwanted pregnancies.

e Investing in Women’s Education — Higher education levels correlate with lower birth
rates and economic empowerment.

e Urban Planning for Sustainability — Designing walkable cities with efficient public

transport reduces environmental impact in densely populated areas.

@ Examples: In Thailand, investment in family planning programs reduced fertility rates while
improving economic conditions. In the U.S., in communities where Planned Parenthood clinics
were established, unplanned teen pregnancies were reduced even as overall abortion rates were
also reduced.

5. Establishing Community Coregroups
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Community resilience is key to resisting systemic oppression and building sustainable
alternatives, and must be grounded in prosocial community-level organizations like Coregroups.

How Coregroups Strengthen Communities

e Prosocial Building Blocks — By encouraging strong intra-community relationships,
Coregroups establish and sustain the bonds of civic friendship that form the basis of a
strong civil society.

e Training for Participatory Governance Process — The regular practice of structured
sociopolitical discourse and consensus-building at the community level becomes the
model for each larger concentric circle of deliberation and governance.

e Alternative Education Models — Decentralizing general education and encouragement of
moral development using community-driven, collaborative learning practices.

e Skill-Sharing Networks — Exchanging services without money (e.g., barter economies,
local time banks) is another possible application for Coregroups.

@ Example: Kibbutzim in Israel function as self-sufficient, cooperative communities where
resources are shared among members.

6. Promoting the Arts and Cultural Engagement

Culture shapes political and economic structures. To shift societal values, we must invest in art,
storytelling, and media reform.

Cultural Transformation Strategies

¢ Independent Media Cooperatives — Breaking corporate monopoly control over news and
entertainment.

e Funding for Public Art — Art that challenges dominant narratives and inspires activism.

e Participatory Art Projects — Engaging community inclusively in participatory music,

theatre, dance, and visual arts.

@ Example: The Zapatistas in Mexico use murals, storytelling, and theatre to engage their
communities in resistance and governance.

7. Encouraging Friendly Competition
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Unlike what under capitalist competition has become unfair, deceptive, or abusive acts or
practices (UDAAP), healthy competition fosters creativity and innovation without undermining
social equity.

Friendly Competition Models

e Non-Monetary Rewards — Encouraging community recognition and building social capital
over-and-above financial incentives.

e Open-Source Innovation — Collaborating and sharing technology and knowledge openly
and freely rather than monopolizing it as protected intellectual property.

e Democratized Access to Resources — Ensuring that everyone, not just the wealthy or
privileged, can participate in education, learning, creation, and innovation.

@ Example: The Open Source movement (e.q., Linux, Wikipedia, Creative Commons) has created
broadly supported, decentralized alternatives to corporate control over innovation and
knowledge, while often producing superior competitive solutions.

8. Revising Property Rights and the Rule of Law

Physical and intellectual property laws currently favor corporations, speculators, investors, and
landlords, leading to massive wealth inequality over time. Level 7 reimagines property rights to
serve the common good.

Alternative Property Models

e Community Land Trusts (CLTs) — Preventing real estate speculation by keeping
land permanently affordable.

e Abolishing Intellectual Property Monopolies — Preventing corporate patents on essential
medicines, technology, and food sources.

e Reestablishing the Commons — For example, banning the privatization of water, forests,
and energy resources and returning them to the commons.

@ Example: In Germany, energy cooperatives allow communities to own their own power grids,
reducing dependence on corporations.

9. Launching Regenerative Development Projects
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Instead of destructive capitalism, we can embrace regenerative economies that restore
ecosystems, empower communities, and build long-term resilience.

Regenerative Development Initiatives

e Permaculture-Based Agriculture — Restoring soil health and moving beyond industrial
farming.

e Rewilding and Conservation Projects — Expanding natural habitats rather than destroying
them.

e Eco-Cities and Sustainable Urban Design — Prioritizing green spaces, renewable energy,
and efficient public transport.

@ Example: Curitiba, Brazil, is known as one of the world’s most sustainable cities due to its
innovative urban planning and public transport system.

Conclusion: A Roadmap for Systemic Change

This chapter has outlined practical solutions that can disrupt existing systems and pave the way
for a Level 7 society. The next step is building an action plan to implement these changes on
local, regional, national, and global scales.

Your Notes, Questions, and Decisions:

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.
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56.

57.

58.

59.

60.
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Chapter 5: Action Plan — Steps Toward
Implementation

Building a Movement for Systemic Change
Identifying problems and proposing viable solutions are only the first steps toward
transformation. The real challenge lies in implementing these changes in a world dominated by

entrenched power structures. This chapter outlines a practical roadmap to bring Level 7
principles to life through grassroots activism, policy reform, and community-driven initiatives.

1. Strategies for Systemic Change

To transition from our current system to a Level 7 political economy, we must disrupt existing
power structures while simultaneously building new models.
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Key Strategies for Systemic Change

e Mass Public Awareness Campaigns — Educating people about Level 7 principles through
online platforms, independent media, and community events.

e Building Parallel Institutions — Developing alternative financial systems, cooperative
enterprises, and local governance models that function outside corporate and state
control.

e Leveraging Technology for Decentralization — Utilizing blockchain governance, open-
source software, and encrypted communication networks to bypass centralized
authorities.

e International Solidarity Networks — Connecting activists and organizations across borders
to create a global movement.

@ Example: A global cooperative movement has grown significantly over the past several
decades years, with millions participating in worker-owned businesses and decentralized finance
models.

2. Engaging in Community-Level Initiatives

Large-scale change begins at the local level. Strengthening community self-sufficiency and local
governance reduces reliance on exploitative corporate and state systems.

Steps to Build Community Power

e Creating Community Assemblies and Direct Democracy — Organizing local councils where
decisions are made collectively rather than by politicians, and facilitating direct
democracy at the community level.

e Launching Mutual Aid Networks — Developing resource-sharing systems to support
community members in times of need.

e Establishing Local Currencies — Reducing dependence on national fiat money by
using community-backed currencies and barter systems.

¢ Implementing Food Sovereignty Programs — Encouraging urban farming, food co-ops, and
permaculture projects to ensure food security.

@ Example: In Spain, the city of Barcelona developed Decidim, an open-source platform for direct
democracy that allows citizens to propose and vote on policies. In the U.S., the city of Jackson,
Mississippi, has experimented with cooperative economics and participatory governance through
the Cooperation Jackson initiative.
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3. Mobilizing Nonviolent Direct Action

Peaceful resistance has historically been one of the most effective tools for systemic change.
Civil disobedience, boycotts, and mass protests can disrupt exploitative systems and demand
political concessions from existing power structures.

Forms of Nonviolent Resistance

e Economic Boycotts — Withholding money from corporations that exploit workers, harm
the environment, perpetuate deceptive propaganda, or support oppressive regimes.

e Civil Disobedience — Nonviolent refusal to comply with unjust laws, policies, and
practices.

e Mass Demonstrations — Large-scale protests to shine a light on urgent issues and
influence policy changes.

e Worker Strikes and Walkouts — Disrupting the economic status quo by refusing to
participate in exploitative labor practices.

@ Example: The Civil Rights Movement in the U.S. successfully used nonviolent resistance to end
segregation and secure voting rights.

4. Recruiting Elite Change Agents

While grassroots movements are essential, strategic alliances with insiders can help accelerate
transformation. Some members of the elite recognize the failures of the current system and are
open to collaborating on radical reforms.

Who Are Potential Allies?

e Progressive Entrepreneurs — Business leaders interested in political reform, cooperative
ownership models, ethical media, and regenerative economics.

e Ethical Politicians — Those willing to challenge corporate influence and push for policies
aligned with Level 7.

e Artists and Influencers — Creators who can use music, film, literature, and digital media to
spread awareness.
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e Scientists and Technologists — Innovators who can help develop and implement
sustainable farming and energy, decentralized finance, and open-source governance
tools.

@ Example: Some members of the billionaire class, such as Patagonia’s Yvon Chouinard, have
reinvested their wealth into sustainability and worker empowerment rather than corporate
expansion.

5. Exposing Misinformation and Propaganda

One of the biggest obstacles to systemic change is the corporate media’s control of public
narratives. Propaganda keeps people divided, misinformed, and disengaged from real issues.

How to Counter Mainstream Narratives

e Creating Independent Media Platforms — Developing community-run news websites,
podcasts, and video channels.

e Fact-Checking and Digital Literacy Campaigns — Teaching people how to identify
corporate and political misinformation across all media.

e Crowdsourced Investigative Journalism — Encouraging citizens to document and expose
corporate malfeasance and political corruption.

e Reclaiming Public Spaces — Using street art, community Coregroups and forums, and
public presentations and discussions to spread alternative perspectives.

@ Example: Independently-minded news and information sources such as ProPublica, The
Guardian, Ground News, Politico, Science News, and Pew Research provide alternatives to
corporate-controlled media narratives.

6. Policy Reforms and Legislative Pressure

While systemic change requires going beyond traditional politics, legislative reforms can create
stepping stones toward Level 7.

Priority Policy Reforms

e Universal Basic Income (UBI) — Ensuring that everyone has a financial safety net, reducing
poverty and economic insecurity.
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e Progressive Tax Reform — Shifting tax burdens from workers and the middle class to large
corporations and the ultra-wealthy.

e Environmental Protections — Expanding bans on environmentally destructive practices
such as deforestation, offshore oil drilling, fracking, strip mining, factory farming, overuse
of fertilizers and pesticides, introduction of toxic chemicals, etc.

e Worker Rights Legislation — Implementing livable wages, shorter workweeks, and
stronger union protections.

e Voter Protections and Voting Facilitation — In contrast to the steady erosion of voting
rights, restoring Voting Rights Act protections for minority voters, instituting splitline
algorithm redistricting to eliminate gerrymandering, removing barriers to voter
registration, and implementing universal digital ID-based online voting with identity
verification (like ID.me).

@ Example: In 2022, Spain implemented a four-day workweek experiment, improving worker
well-being without reducing productivity.

7. Building Global Alliances for Change

The Level 7 transformation cannot happen in isolation—it requires international
collaboration among movements, governments, and organizations committed to systemic
change.

How to Build a Global Movement

e Creating a Global Cooperative Network — Connecting worker-owned businesses, land
trusts, community Coregroups, and regenerative projects worldwide.

e Supporting Decolonization Efforts — Recognizing and uplifting Indigenous land rights and
anti-imperialist movements.

e Advocating for Debt Cancellation — Ending the exploitation of the Global South by
international financial institutions.

e Promoting Open-Source Governance Models — Sharing democratic knowledge and

innovations across borders.

@ Example: The Global South’s push for climate reparations highlights the need for wealth
redistribution between historically exploitative nations and those impacted by environmental
destruction.

Level 7 Overview by T.Collins Logan April, 2025 Page 35 of 48



Conclusion: From Theory to Practice

The transition to a Level 7 political economy requires both long-term systemic shifts and
immediate local actions. This action plan provides a roadmap for individuals, communities, and
organizations to start implementing these ideas right now.

Your Notes, Questions, and Decisions:

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.
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Chapter 6: Resource Compilation

Tools, Books, and Organizations for Building a Level 7 Society

To turn the Level 7 vision into reality, we need educational resources, practical tools, and strong
networks. This chapter provides a list of books, organizations, digital platforms, and tools that
empower individuals and communities to implement systemic change. As with most of the
content in this overview, updated information and resources can be found at www.level-7.org.

1. Organizations and Movements Advocating Systemic Change

The Democracy Collaborative (democracycollaborative.org)
Focuses on democratizing wealth through worker cooperatives and community ownership.

Participatory Budgeting Project (participatorybudgeting.org)
Promotes direct democracy through local participatory budgeting initiatives.

New Economy Coalition (neweconomy.net)
Supports cooperative businesses and grassroots economic alternatives.
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Transition Network (transitionnetwork.org)
Guides communities in moving toward sustainable, low-carbon economies.

Cooperation Jackson (cooperationjackson.org)
Builds cooperative businesses and community self-governance models in Jackson, Mississippi.

The Center for Economic Democracy (economicdemocracy.us)
Advances economic justice through community-controlled wealth-building initiatives.

Extinction Rebellion (rebellion.global)
Promotes nonviolent civil disobedience to demand climate justice.

Degrowth Movement (degrowth.info)
Challenges the obsession with economic growth and promotes sustainable living.

The Global Ecovillage Network (ecovillage.org)
Supports intentional communities and sustainable village development.

World Social Forum (wsf2022.org)
A global network of activists working for systemic political and economic change.

2. Digital Tools for Decentralization and Direct Democracy

Loomio (loomio.org)
A digital platform for group decision-making and participatory governance.

Decidim (decidim.org)
An open-source tool for participatory democracy and community organizing.

DisCO (Distributed Cooperative Organizations) (disco.coop)
A blockchain-based model for ethical cooperative enterprises.

FairCoin (fair-coin.org)
A cryptocurrency designed for ethical finance and fair economic exchange.

TimeBanks USA (timebanks.org)
A platform for alternative economies based on service exchange instead of money.

Open Collective (opencollective.com)
A financial platform for transparency in funding grassroots initiatives.
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Karrot (karrot.world)
A digital tool for resource-sharing communities, promoting circular economies.

DemocracyOS (democracyos.org)
A platform for direct democracy and community decision-making.

3. Sampling of Alternative Media and Independent Journalism

Media Bias Factcheck (mediabiasfactcheck.com)
Evaluates left/right bias, credibility, and factuality of content for mass media.

The Guardian (theguardian.com/us)
UK publication covering U.S. politics through an objective and insightful lens.

ProPublica (propublica.org)
Deep-dive, independently funded investigative journalism.

International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (icij.org)
Investigative journalism with a global focus.

Pew Research (pewresearch)
Reliable source of survey data on diverse topics over many years.

Ground News (ground.news)
Very helpful site to explore and evaluate bias and factuality of current even coverage.

Science News (sciencenews.org)
Reliable source for reporting on science and intersections of science with current events.

Politifact (politifact.com)
Excellent resource for debunking false narratives and fact-checking claims.

Jacobin Magazine (jacobinmag.com)
Leftist economic and political analysis focused on democratic socialism.

Yes! Magazine (yesmagazine.org)
Covers solutions-focused journalism on social and economic justice.

The Real News Network (therealnews.com)
Alternative news platform covering issues ignored by mainstream media.
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See this link for further discussion of media, propaganda, and disinformation:
https://level-7.org/Challenges/Opposition/

5. Overview of Post-Capitalist Possibilities

Libertarian Socialism (Left-Anarchism): This philosophy rejects hierarchical structures and
advocates for a stateless society where individuals and communities govern themselves through
voluntary cooperation and self-organization. Anarchism encompasses various strands, including
municipalism, anarcho-communism, and anarcho-syndicalism, all of which have been
implemented around the globe.

Degrowth: This movement argues that economic growth is unsustainable and advocates for a
shift toward a more equitable and ecologically sound society, often emphasizing reduced
consumption and a focus on human needs rather than profit.

Economic Democracy: This approach proposes transferring control of businesses from private
individuals to stakeholders and achieving social control of investment through public banks.

Participatory Economics (Parecon): This system envisions a decentralized, planned economy
based on collective ownership and direct participation in decision-making by all citizens.

Commons-Based Peer Production (CBPP): This model emphasizes collaborative production and
sharing of resources, particularly in the digital realm, without relying on market pricing or
managerial hierarchies.

Syndicalism: This ideology advocates for worker-controlled cooperatives and a society organized
around trade unions, with the goal of empowering workers and replacing capitalist structures
with a more democratic system.

Solidarity Economy: This approach views the economy as a complex social space where
individuals and communities generate livelihoods through various means, emphasizing
cooperation, mutual aid, and community-based initiatives.

Cooperative Economics: This includes worker-owned cooperatives, time banks, and other
community-based initiatives that prioritize collaboration and shared ownership.

Bioregionalism: This movement advocates for local self-sufficiency and the creation of
interconnected, regional economies based on local resources and community needs.

In addition to these specific models, there are also broader trends and initiatives that contribute

to the post-capitalist discourse, such as the rise of digital commoning, the development of
alternative currencies, and the increasing focus on social economies.
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6. Books on Political Economy, Participatory Dialogue, Direct
Democracy, and Sustainability

Doughnut Economics — Kate Raworth
A groundbreaking model for balancing human prosperity with planetary health.

"The Tyranny of Structurelessness" — Jo Freeman
Essay on how informal power structures shape movements and how to avoid them.

The Shock Doctrine — Naomi Klein
Explains how neoliberal policies exploit crises to expand corporate control.

The Ecology of Freedom — Murray Bookchin
A foundational text on social ecology and decentralized governance.

The Next Revolution: Popular Assemblies and the Promise of Direct Democracy
— Murray Bookchin
A deeper dive into direct democracy’s implementation in the real world.

Small Is Beautiful — E.F. Schumacher
A critique of mass industrialization and an argument for localized, people-centered economies.

Capital in the Twenty-First Century — Thomas Piketty
A thorough examination of wealth inequality and the need for economic redistribution.

The Tao of Democracy — Tom Atlee
Explores participatory democracy models for building more inclusive societies.

Owning Our Future — Marjorie Kelly
Introduces alternative economic ownership models, such as cooperatives and community trusts.

The End of Policing — Alex S. Vitale
A critical look at modern policing and alternatives to punitive justice.

Plunder of the Commons — Guy Standing
Advocates for shared resource governance over corporate and state control.
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Chapter 7: Final Thoughts and Future Directions

A Call to Action for Building a Just and Sustainable Future
We have explored the failures of current systems, the philosophical foundations of Level 7,
the barriers to systemic change, and the solutions that can create a more just, sustainable, and

democratic society. The question now is: Where do we go from here?

This final chapter outlines the next steps, offering a vision for how individuals, communities, and
global movements can work together to bring Level 7 principles to life.
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1. Moving Beyond Awareness into Action

Raising awareness is important, but real change comes through action. The following steps
outline how individuals and communities can translate ideas into tangible progress.

Practical Steps for Individuals

e Educate Yourself and Others — Read the resources provided, engage in discussions, and
spread ideas and awareness about Level 7.

e Vote for Ethical Businesses and Cooperatives — Shift your spending to worker-owned
businesses, local economies, and socially engaged enterprise.

e Engage in Local Democracy — Attend town hall meetings, participate in community
councils, and advocate for direct democracy.

e Reduce Reliance on Corporate Systems — Grow your own food, use alternative
currencies, and practice mutual aid.

e Challenge the Status Quo — Speak out against corruption, misinformation, propaganda,
and oppressive policies and institutions.

Actions for Community and Movement Building

e Start a Community Coregroup or Citizens Assembly — Organize local education,
enrichment, and decision-making forums based on participatory democracy.

e Build Mutual Aid Networks — Create structures that support neighbors in times of crisis.
e Form Cooperatives — Establish worker-owned businesses to reclaim economic power.

e Defend Public Resources — Resist privatization of essential services and advocate for
commons-based ownership.

e Join Global Networks — Connect with like-minded movements around the world to share

strategies and resources.

@ Example: The Occupy Movement sparked worldwide discussions about wealth inequality.
While it had limitations and lacked clear vision for outcomes, it demonstrated the power of
collective action.
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2. The Role of Technology in Level 7

Technology is often used as a tool of surveillance and control, but it can also be a weapon for
liberation when designed with ethical principles.

Key Technological Innovations for Systemic Change

e Blockchain-Based Governance — Using decentralized systems to eliminate corrupt
intermediaries in decision-making.

e Open-Source Digital Platforms — Creating alternatives to corporate-controlled social
media and finance.

e Atrtificial Intelligence for Social Good — Developing Al-driven solutions for education,
climate modeling, and resource management that are trained with actual expertise in a
given field, and backed with actual research data, rather than polluted with ideologically-
driven social media opinions and distortions.

e Decentralized Energy Networks — Community-owned solar and wind farms to eliminate

dependence on fossil fuels and corporate controls.

@ Example: The city of Barcelona developed Decidim, an open-source platform for direct
democracy that allows citizens to propose and vote on policies.

3. The Cultural Shift Toward a Level 7 Society

Political and economic change must be accompanied by a cultural transformation that is
informed by the moral creativity and prosociality described at the beginning of this overview. To
build a society that values justice, cooperation, and sustainability, we must rethink the stories we
tell, the values we uphold, and the way we interact with one another.

Cultural Shifts Needed for a Level 7 World

e From Competition to Cooperation — Prioritizing collaborative success over individual
wealth accumulation.

e From Consumerism to Conscious Living — Reducing waste and adopting minimalist,
sustainable lifestyles.

e From Hierarchies to Horizontal Structures — Decentralizing power in all aspects of life,
including workplaces, governance, and education.
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e From Selfish Fear to Collective Empowerment — Rejecting narratives of individualism,
scarcity, fear, grievance, and scapegoating to embrace collectively-directed and shared
abundance and possibility.

@ Example: The Slow Food Movement has promoted sustainable agriculture and traditional food
cultures, resisting the industrial food system’s exploitation and environmental destruction.

4. Obstacles to Overcome and How to Address Them

Implementing Level 7 principles will not be easy. Entrenched power structures and cultural
conservatism will reflexively resist change, and there will be ongoing challenges to building and
sustaining alternative systems.

Common Obstacles and Initial Strategies to Overcome Them

Government Resistance — All levels of government may tend to oppose decentralization of
power.

First Step Strategies: Strengthen community autonomy and engagement, practice civil
disobedience, and elect local representatives who align with Level 7 goals and values.

Corporate and Elite Pushback — Corporations and the very wealthy will fight against cooperatives
and alternative economies that interrupt their hold over capital.

First Step Strategies: Build self-sufficient networks, recruit elite change agents, boycott
exploitative businesses, and promote ethical alternatives.

Misinformation and Propaganda — Mainstream media will attempt to discredit any change that
threatens the existing status quo.

First Step Strategies: Support independent journalism, develop grassroots media platforms,
and educate communities about pro-corporate propaganda and disinformation.

Cultural Resistance to Change — Many people will reflexively fear the unknown and resist new
systems or ethical standards, and this response has been amplified by decades of increasing
global complexity and very rapid cultural and technological change.

First Step Strategies: Focus away from culture war triggers and grievances, and instead

on practical demonstrations of success around the world —such as cooperative businesses,
community self-governance, UBI programs, sustainable agriculture, and so forth.

@ Example: The Paris Commune of 1871 faced violent suppression, but its ideas influenced future

revolutionary movements worldwide. Leading by example can succeed over the long term, even
when the results are not immediate.
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5. The Future of Level 7: Where Do We Go from Here?

We are at a dramatic crossroads. The world is facing crises — climate collapse, exponential
economic inequality, and increasing political instability — but we also have

unprecedented technological tools, knowledge, and global connectivity to create innovative and
enduring solutions.

The transition to Level 7 will not happen overnight. It will require our will to fortify the common
good, vision, persistence, creativity, experimentation, and ongoing collective action.

In 5 Years: More people should recognize the failures of capitalism, neoliberalism, and
plutocracy more clearly and comprehensively. Local activism, prosocial standards, cooperative
networks, and community-based governance and information structures will have an
opportunity to grow and thrive to demonstrate their viability.

In 10 Years: Large-scale interdependent alternative economies can emerge, continuously
challenging corporate power. Governments will be pressured to adopt more democratic and
sustainable policies and cede power to local direct democracy.

In 20 Years: With large scale and enduring demonstrated success, Level 7 principles will
be widely adopted, leading to a global shift away from hierarchical, exploitative systems toward
participatory, sustainable societies.

@ Example: Indigenous governance models have endured for thousands of years, proving that
decentralized, communal decision-making can sustain societies over time. Other examples of
diffused wealth and power in western society have also proven themselves, such as anarchist
communities.

6. Final Call to Action: Become Part of the Movement

The future is not predetermined — it is shaped by the actions we take today. Every movement
begins with individuals willing to challenge the status quo and imagine a better world.

What You Can Do Right Now:

e Join or Start a Local Coregroup or Cooperative — Whether it's a Community Coregroup,
a worker-owned business, a food co-op, or a land trust, small-scale action builds larger
systemic change.

e Engage in Direct Democracy — Organize community assemblies, direct digital voting
platforms, and participatory budgeting initiatives.
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e Practice Mutual Aid — Share resources, skills, and labor outside of the traditional market
system.

e Support Independent Media — Challenge corporate disinformation narratives
by promoting alternative journalism, entertainment, and education platforms, ideally at a
local level.

e Resist Exploitative Systems — Whether through boycotts, strikes, or civil disobedience,
challenge unjust institutions.

@ Example: In Rojava (Northern Syria), grassroots democratic structures based on feminism,
sustainability, and local self-governance have emerged despite ongoing conflicts.

Conclusion: The Journey Towards Level 7 Begins Now

The Level 7 vision is not a utopian fantasy—it is a practical and necessary shift toward a world
that prioritizes people and the planet over profit and power.

The path forward will require bold action, cooperation, and an unshakable belief in the
possibility of change.

The time to act is now. Will you be part of the movement?
Your Notes, Questions, and Decisions:

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.
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