Level-7Overview

ools For A New Political Economy

e L7 Overview-
o -Wealth-
o -Dem-
o —Enviro-
o —Injury-
o —Edu-
o -Backbone-
o —Liberty-
o —Markets—
o —Money-
o —Militarism-
o —Equality—
o —Health-

e Philosophy-

e Challenges-
e Solutions-

o Action-
e Resources-
e Site Search

**** This website is frequently updated. Please email feedback HERE ****

A January, 2018 PDF capture of the entire website (with Table of Contents and navigation links) is

available as a 9.9 Mbyte download here: Level 7 Overview

To be notified of updates to this website, consider using the free Versionista service, Visual Ping service or

plugin, or installing Eirefox’s Alertbox plugin.
You can also track this site via RSS conversion plugins or services, such as Kimono, feed43.com, feedity.com,

and createfeed.fivefilters.org

http://level-7.0rg/[12/17/18, 10:12:02 PM]


http://level-7.org/Search/
mailto:tcollins@integrallifework.com
https://versionista.com/
https://visualping.io/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/visualping/pemhgklkefakciniebenbfclihhmmfcd
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-us/firefox/addon/alertbox/
https://help.kimonolabs.com/hc/en-us/articles/203339070-Install-the-kimono-chrome-extension
http://www.feed43.com/
https://feedity.com/
http://createfeed.fivefilters.org/

Level-7Overview

Welcome to a Level 7 Political Economy

Working together, we can repair a broken world. This website, created as an educational resource for activism
and policy development, defines some of the existential threats to a thriving, sustainable and egalitarian political
economy in the U.S. and globally, and offers proposed solutions, philosophies and resources to remedy our
downward spiral. These proposals are all in ongoing development and open to input, discussion, testing,
refinement and expansion. This is meant to inspire first steps in participatory design and implementation of long-

term solutions.
To appreciate the goals and origins of a Level 7 political economy, please visit the L7 Philosophy page.
Special thanks to David MacLeod, Ernie Bornheimer, Mark Edward Niblack, Trevor Malkison, Jennifer Grove, Scott
GrantSmith, Jeff Wright, Steven Douglas Daly, Eric Pierce, Bill James, Scott Debenham, Steven Littles,

Charmaine Smith-Campbell, my wife Mollie and my siblings Sam, Karin and Kirsten, and the many exchanges

on Quora.com that likewise sharpened my thinking around these topics.

To begin, here are the draft

Articles of Transformation for a Level 7 Political Economy
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Exploitation and Deception Of, and Injury To, the Worker-Consumer Class by the
Owner-Shareholder Class, and the Consequent Necessity of Worker or Common
Ownership of Production

Article V:

The Toxic Dangers of Ignorance, Moral Immaturity and Misinformation in a Functional

Democracy, and the Need to Create Countervailing Informational and Educational

Institutions

Article VI:

Establishing a Social Credits System and Infrastructure and Essential Services

Framework

Article VII:
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Article XII:

Normalizing Public Mental, Emotional and Spiritual Health as Integral to Holistic
Health
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Article |

Regarding Concentrations of Wealth, Their Disruption to Democracy
and Proposed Remedies

Problems To Solve

Arbitrary, self-serving, self-perpetuating concentrations of wealth and power that create a de facto “ruling class”

of owner-shareholders that undermines democracy. This is primarily due to:
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L7 Wealth

Inherited material assets and cultural capital maintain wealth inequality

llicit enlargement of capital via political cronyism, clientism and regulatory capture

Extraordinary and widening income inequality

Engineered disruption of economic mobility through subsistence wages, increased debt burden, and dependent
consumption

Sabotage of democratic process via political campaign financing, gerrymandering, media capture and voter
disenfranchisement

Insulation of corporate holdings and accountability through corporate personhood and pro-corporate judicial activism
Monopolization and consequent disruption to constructive competition and innovation

Aggressive promotion of neoliberal agenda via media, democratic processes, public policy and all branches of government

Proposed Solutions
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10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

Disrupt “business as usual” & pro-capitalist PR campaigns

Eliminate corporate personhood & right to free speech via Constitutional Amendment

Institute greater direct democracy at all levels of government

Create citizens councils via civic lottery

Limit all political campaigns to public funding & a cap of gifted media advertising

Migrate away from shareholder ownership of production to common and worker ownership

Eliminate corporate monopolies

Establish collective and transparent deliberation over industry-wide salaries and highest-to-lowest pay ratios (via some
combination of direct democracy, citizens councils and worker voting)

Create new community-centric schema & structures for enterprise

Subjugate profit incentives to civil society, rather than civil society to profits.
Create non-profit infrastructure & essential services sector of competing enterprises & social credits system (i.e. a Universal

Saocial Backbone)

Enlist the wealthiest elite as change agents
Institute 30% tithe on all inheritance and migrate away from private ownership towards common ownership (i.e. a Level 7

property position)
Reform the stock market & fiat money, and end speculation without value (see Article 1X)

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

Civic Engagement at the Community Level

Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance
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L7 Wealth
Eqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion
® Sustainable Design
® (Critically Reflective Participatory Action
® Revolutionary Integrity
® Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation
® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article 1l

Regarding the Failures of Representative Democracy to Represent or
Serve its Electorate, and the Need for Expanded Direct Democracy
and Civic Engagement at the Community Level

Problems To Solve
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Elected representatives represent special interests, corporations and the wealthy rather than the electorate

® |ndividual voters feel profoundly disconnected from a highly abstracted political process, resulting in a felt reality of
“taxation without representation”

® Crony capitalism and clientism have captured regulation and bent all branches of government to neoliberal and corporate
agendas

® Gridlock in state and federal legislatures has undermined voter confidence in the efficacy of government

® Representation in state and federal government has been gravely distorted by excessive gerrymandering

® Two-party polarization and in-group/out-group tribalism and demonization has crippled effective governance

® The electoral college and primary systems do not fairly or accurately convey the will of the people in both candidate and

platform competition and selection

Proposed Solutions

Hold elected officials accountable via referenda

Institute greater direct democracy at all levels of government

Create citizens councils via civic lottery

Utilize citizens assemblies (also created via civic lottery) on an as-needed basis at all levels of government
Limit all political campaigns to public funding & a cap of gifted media advertising

Institute universal algorithmic redistricting for U.S. elections

Eliminate the electoral college completely, if necessary via Constitutional Amendment

Revamp primaries so that more candidates, parties and perspectives can compete on a level playing field

Reform judicial elections, appointment process & terms to increase independence of judiciary

Advocate grass-roots non-governmental civic institutions focused on community engagement
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Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

® Civic Engagement at the Community Level

® Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government

® Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
® Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

® FEgalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

® Sustainable Design

e (Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article 1l

Regarding the Unsustainable Depletion, Destruction and Pollution of
Natural Environments, Resources and Ecosystems, and the Practices
and Policies Necessary for Sustainable Systems

Problems To Solve

Irreversible destruction of countless species, ecosystems and non-renewable natural resources, mainly as a result
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L7 Environment

of:

Unrestrained, organized corporate greed that disregards known negative externalities

Unintended consequences of rapid technology development and deployment in concert with undisciplined resource
exploitation

Explosive growth of human populations and economies, with ever-enlarging concentrations of human habitation and
industry

The idealization and spreading adoption of U.S.-style consumerism and conspicuous consumption

Individual, corporate and collective superagency enabled by increasingly sophisticated, powerful and proliferating
technologies, without concurrent moral development or civic accountability

The perpetual expansive pressures of growth-dependent capitalism and unsustainable consumption habits
Disruptive and chaotic climate change influenced by human activity

Careless and accelerating chemical, radioactive, electromagnetic and particulate pollution of natural environments

Proposed Solutions

Inspire environmental consciousness (via the unitive principle, integral practice and ongoing education)

Implement the precautionary principle at all levels of decision-making regarding technology production, resource utilization
and public policy

Slow down growth-dependent economies and encourage localized, diverse and distributed interreliance of commerce and
production, rather than homogenized centralization

Phase out unsustainable and destructive consumption (overconsumption of energy, beef, water-intensive crops, products
requiring deforestation, etc.)

Encourage adoption and discourage reproduction

Develop highly distributed, eco-synergistic energy practices and retire fossil fuels

Establish community-centric self-requlation of industry and common resource utilization via direct democracy and citizens
councils

Learn from Nature's mutually supportive patterns, and replicate them in the humanity-ecology relationship

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

Civic Engagement at the Community Level

Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government

Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

Eqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

Sustainable Design

Critically Reflective Participatory Action
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L7 Environment
® Revolutionary Integrity
® Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation
® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article IV

Regarding Exploitation Of, and Injury To, the Worker-Consumer
Class by the Owner-Shareholder Class, and the Necessity of Worker
or Common Ownership of Production

Problems To Solve

The amplification of destructive production and consumption that benefits the ruling class (owner-shareholders)
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while increasing burdens and injuries for the non-ruling classes (worker-consumers):

® Exploitation of natural resources and labor, often at the expense of the well-being of workers, local communities and
surrounding ecosystems

® Socialization of business risk and public funding for research and development of profit-making innovations

® Rewarding pathological behavior (i.e. “business as usual”) and divorcing business ethics from prosocial norms

® Privatization of public goods

® Engineering artificial demand through marketing and advertising, as complemented by concurrently engineered scarcity

Pervasive, devastating and self-amplifying injury to all human beings, and most acutely the non-ruling (worker-

consumer) classes:

® Toddlerization and infantilization of consumers - creating excessively dependent consumers who cannot care for themselves
and externalize all problems and solutions, then become habituated to chronic consumption and commercialized addictions
around those commodities

® Accelerating changes in technology and a forceful expectation for everyone to adapt to them immediately

® Enticement and reward for operating at the lowest common denominators of moral function (animalism)

® Ever-expanding marginalization, disenfranchisement, criminalization and incarceration of anyone who challenges the
capitalistic status quo, or who can’t (or won't) operate within it

® Snowballing physical and psychological diseases and dysfunction directly attributable to commercialized programming of

diets, stress and conspicuous consumption

Increasingly global homogenization of human culture, caused by:

® Greater economies of scale through monopolization and mass production
® |owest-common-denominator marketing appeals
® Allure of U.S.-style consumerism and its inherent “newer-is-better” frenetic meme

® Technological standardization and proliferation

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

Disrupt “business as usual” & pro-capitalist PR campaigns

Eliminate corporate personhood & right to free speech via Constitutional Amendment
Institute greater direct democracy at all levels of government

Create citizens councils via civic lottery

Migrate away from shareholder ownership of production to common and worker ownership
Eliminate corporate monopolies

Create new community-centric schema & structures for enterprise

Create non-profit infrastructure & essential services sector of competing enterprises & social credits system (i.e. a Universal

cO N O U1l N WIN B

Sacial Backbone)
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L7 Public Injury
9. Enlist the wealthiest elite as change agents

10. Migrate away from private ownership towards common ownership (i.e. a Level 7 property position)

Design Principles Applied

® Civic Engagement at the Community Level

® Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
® Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

® Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
® Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

® FEqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

® Sustainable Design

e (Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article V

Regarding the Toxic Dangers of Ignorance, Moral Immaturity and
Misinformation in a Functional Democracy, and the Need to Create
Countervailing Informational and Educational Institutions

Problems To Solve

Distraction and misinformation of the oppressed non-ruling classes (worker-consumers) by the ruling owner-
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L7 Education
shareholder class — with bread and circuses, propaganda and truth-discrediting tactics, which continuously

rejuvenate themselves in new and spectacular forms:

® Artificially generated populist narratives that equate “freedom” to the enlargement of corporate control and dependency,
attenuation of public civic institutions, and voting against one’s own expressed values and interests (see neoliberal
agenda); then associating nationalism, religious correctness and conservatism with blind ideological conformance to these
narratives

® Vilifying intellectualism, liberal arts disciplines, publicly funded scientific research, higher education and the public education
system, so that these institutions can be dismantled or privatized, and the electorate can thereby be made increasingly
ignorant and gullible

® Perpetual creation or amplification of scapegoats in mass media to redirect public discontent away from corporatocracy —
big government, terrorists, illegal immigrants, gay marriage, abortion, Muslims, etc.

® Grooming champions of these disruptive narratives, ideologies and approaches to be elected or appointed to public office,
succeed in corporate America, or gain prominence or celebrity status in mass media

® Allowing information sources and media essential to a functional democracy to be coopted, corrupted and distorted by
nefarious actors (troll farms, foreign governments, propaganda, fake news, etc.)

® An endless diet of multimedia entertainment, advertising, celebrity creation and yellow journalism as part of an ongoing
spectacle to anesthetize the masses

® Corporate capture of mass media to “control the message” via news outlets and talk shows

® Educational environments that inspire conformance, regurgitation and black-and-white reasoning, rather than curiosity,
critical thought, and appreciation of nuance and complexity

® Selective sorting, presentation, promotion and exclusion of Internet-based information via for-profit search engines that
commoditize users and prioritize consumerism over knowledge and truth

® |nfluential emergence of news as ideological propaganda after revocation of FCC Fairness Doctrine in 1987

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

1. Community Coregroups that encourage civic engagement, collective egalitarianism, multidimensional nourishment and
moral maturity

2. K-12 multidimensional self-care training (Integral Lifework or other) that likewise encourages civic engagement, collective
egalitarianism and moral maturity

3. Curricula that return to liberal arts and fine arts emphasis in balance with STEM disciplines, and inspire a critical thinking,
curiosity and evidence-based mindset without excluding creative, intuitive and spiritual input streams

4 . Creation of a Public Information Clearinghouse (PIC) with multidimensional analysis of all raw data, information sources,
and settled knowledge (this would ultimately replace Google or other commercially-driven search engines)

5. Establishing the Fourth Estate as a formal watchdog branch of government via Constitutional Amendment, with a mandate
to uphold standards akin to the Fairness Doctrine; populated with independently elected journalistic technocrats who cannot
hold other public office, and whose terms substantially overlap other elected offices; influenced by daily direct democracy,

citizens councils and citizens assemblies — just as the other branches of government would be
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L7 Education

Design Principles Applied

® Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government

® Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
® Sustainable Design

e (Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article VI

Regarding the Establishment of Social Credits and an Infrastructure
and Essential Services Framework

Problems To Solve

Regarding infrastructure and essential services that are frequently socialized or regarded as fundamental staples
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L7 Universal Social Backbone
of civil society, State-centric institutions and processes often induce bureaucracy, inefficiency and poor service

levels, while privatization often increases cost, exploitation and public injury.

Infrastructure and essential services are often taken for granted as rights or entitlements that do not require any
clear reciprocation. This contributes to over-utilization and dependency, to the demoralization of service

providers, and to resentment and criticisms of the “Nanny State.”

The tug-of-war over production of public goods often leads to clientism, cronyism, and other disruptions to

democratic processes.

Proposed Solutions

1. Create networks of non-profit community organizations, government entities and non-governmental institutions that
compete to provide infrastructure and essential services: a Universal Social Backbone

2. Institute a system of social credits for utilization of infrastructure and essential services that is tied to civic participation

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

® Civic Engagement at the Community Level

® Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
® Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

® Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
® Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

® FEqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

® Sustainable Design

e (Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article VII

Regarding the Relationship Between Property Position, Individual
Liberty & Civic Responsibility

Problems To Solve

The tyranny of private ownership:

® Arbitrary and capricious valuation of goods and services
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L7 Property - Liberty - Responsibility
® Private accumulation that dictates how common resources are utilized
® Interference with personal and collective freedoms
® Wealth concentration (see Article 1)

® Amplification of individualistic materialism (i.e. moral immaturity)

Proposed Solutions

1. Progressive implementation of Level 7 property position and common property shares
Creation and maintenance of an holistic value reference index for goods and services, as a combined effort of all four

branches of government, with periodic public feedback and moderation
Link social credit accumulations and utilization to civic participation
Diffuse institutional authority, distributing local decision-making to community-level organizations

Elimination of corporate monopolies
Community Coregroups to advocate shared values, the unitive principle and moral maturity

S U1 MW

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

® Civic Engagement at the Community Level

® Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
® Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

® Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
® Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

® Egalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

® Sustainable Design

® C(Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation
® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article VIII

Regarding Replacing Individualistic Materialism with Collective
Egalitarianism in Competitive Markets

Problems To Solve

® Extraordinary deception and exaggeration in advertising and reliance on “caveat emptor” justifications
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L7 Egalitarian Competition

Creating or amplifying consumerist mindset and dependency on external solutions

Careless and injurious “rush to market” mentality that disregards negative externalities, risks to consumers, etc.
Increasing isolation and alienation of individuals from their communities

Predatory or unethical ends-justifies-means anticompetitive business practices

Abuse of legal system to enhance marketshare (patent trolling, frivolous lawsuits, etc.)

Monopolization that disrupts healthy innovation and competition

Conspicuous consumption resulting in excessive waste, unhealthy acquisitiveness and unsustainable resource depletion
Targeting of vulnerable youth (children, teens and emerging adults) with harmful products, advertising and consumerist

conditioning

Proposed Solutions

Embed links in all advertising to PIC fact-checking on advertisement’s claims (...and possibly product reviews and
comparisons as well?)

Disallow any and all advertising that targets vulnerable youth (including product placement or promotion in children’s
media)

With the exception of new innovations (which have a grace period while other producers catch up), cap marketshare and
production capacity on any well-established product or service at 25%. Technologies and approaches that prove to have
ubiquitous application and real-world superiority to everything else should be considered for integration into the Universal
Sacial Backbone.

Inclusion of holistic valuation in product development, licensing and regulation in accordance with the precautionary
principle

Accountability of local businesses to the communities in which they operate via daily direct democracy, CDCs, citizens
councils, and community NGOs

Reconfiguration of goods and services production according to a Level 7 enterprise schema, and encouraging friendly
competition between these enterprises

Reframing profit itself to better reflect the values of an egalitarian civil society

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

Civic Engagement at the Community Level

Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance
Eqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion
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L7 Egalitarian Competition

® Sustainable Design

e (Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership
® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article IX

Regarding the Restructuring of Banking and Monetary Systems, and
Reforming International Trade Relations

Problems To Solve

The electorate has little influence over banking and monetary systems, or over international trade relations, which
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L7 Money, Banking and Trade
has resulted in:

® Regulatory capture of SEC by self-serving corporate interests

® Runaway leveraging and other unbacked credit risk

® Exploitation of developing countries (IMF and World Bank structural adjustment programs)
® Financialization of economy and runaway speculation and derivative instruments

® A fractional reserve system that inherently undermines and destabilizes fiat currency (requires deposit insurance, etc.)

Banking and monetary systems encourage socialization of risk, privatization of profits, and ever-increasing levels
of debt

Proposed Solutions

1. Return strategic control of monetary policy, banking practices and international trade practices and agreements to the
people - via direct democracy, citizens councils and networks of member-owned credit unions, while allowing tactical
administration of the same by elected technocrats

2. Ultimately the goal would be to close down Wall Street entirely. Short of that, in parallel to transitioning to member or
worker-ownership of all businesses so that they are primary/majority shareholders, scale back (and in some cases eliminate
altogether) public stock offerings except in instances of disruptive innovation startups that require startup capital, and
restrict all such offerings to minor percentages of shares, held for set periods of time, specifically to discourage speculation

3. End derivative investment instruments and automated trading, then limit both the volume of public shares for a given
enterprise that can be traded, and the number of times each share can be traded over a specific interval of time

4 . Eliminate trust-debt relationships with respect to currency and decentralize currency issuance via the digital domain.
Instead of fiat money, allow distributed creation of representative money backed by commonly held non-leveraged semi-
fungible assets

5. Eliminate systems of credit over time by migrating more and more property away from private ownership to common
ownership status, while at the same time promoting community-centric democratic control of all property. For example: if
mass transit is sufficiently widespread and reliable to eliminate the need for privately owned vehicles, most housing and
agricultural and commercial real estate are made available through Community Land Trusts, and initial investments in new
enterprises are in largest part held by member or workers as tradable common property shares, then the necessity of
credit would be precipitously reduced

6. Eliminate IMF and World Bank exploitation of developing countries, and instead implement interdependent micro and
macro programs that encourage sustainable self-sufficiency, enhanced democracy, and other Level 7 approaches and
institutions among countries who ask for assistance

/. Favor a stable exchange rate and independent monetary policy over free capital flows internationally

http://level-7.org/ArticlelX/[12/17/18, 10:16:51 PM]


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structural_adjustment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_land_trust

L7 Money, Banking and Trade
Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

® (Civic Engagement at the Community Level

® Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
® Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

® Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
® Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

® Egalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

® Sustainable Design

® (Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

® Change in Property Orientation and Valuation
® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article X

Regarding an End to Militarism and WMD

Problems To Solve

The endangerment of all life on Earth through the constant striving of nation states to gain the upper economic

hand using (or threatening to use) militarism or weapons of mass destruction. This is frequently a consequence of:
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L7 Anti-Militarism

® A thriving military-industrial-congressional complex

® \War-profiteering by those with a neoliberal agenda who infiltrate government institutions

Individualistic materialism (i.e. moral immaturity) that justifies individual and collective aggression

® Permeating “culture of violence” within entertainment, communities and institutions

Proposed Solutions

S U1 MW

Lead by example (attenuate international militarism and WMD development and stockpiles)

Constitutional amendment that 1) disallows unilateral military aggression; 2) creates two-stage direct democratic control
over military budgeting and all military actions; and 3) bans all military actions against domestic and foreign civilian targets
Criminalize war profiteering

Disassociate the use of military force from the establishing, protecting and maintaining of economic resources and activity
Attenuate the militarization of domestic law enforcement, and decriminalize all forms of public nonviolent resistance

Link the quality, orientation and extent of trade relations with international peers to their demonstrated societal moral
development (inclusive of evidenced militarism and WMD development and stockpiling)

Engage the causes of terrorism and asynchronous warfare via their cultural and economic roots, rather than via military
conflict

Create alternate, nonviolent, collectively binding mechanisms for conflict resolution, law enforcement, correctional

institutions and resolution of international disagreements

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government

Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

Eqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

Sustainable Design

Critically Reflective Participatory Action

Revolutionary Integrity

Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

Change in Property Orientation and Valuation

Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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L7 Anti-Militarism
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Article XI

Regarding the Equalization of Feminine and Masculine Power,
Institutional Bias, and Other Social Justice Considerations

Problems To Solve

Persistent disempowerment and denigration of women and feminine power, in order to amplify the positional
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L7 Equalization of Power

privilege of men and the primacy of masculine power, as evidenced by:

Male-dominated institutional control of women'’s reproductive rights
Unequal pay between genders for equivalent work

Low representation of women in institutional leadership

Sexual harassment, sexual objectification and rape of women
Denigrating attitudes and language towards women as a cultural norm

Systemic disrespect for feminine power, and safeguards protecting masculine power

Institutional amplification of racial, gender and economic inequality:

Structural racism, sexism and classism (examples: housing policies that negatively impact low-income, minority and inner
city populations; ethnic marketing of unhealthy and addictive consumables; excessive incarceration of minorities and
targeting by law enforcement; gender inequality in how child support and custody are awarded, or how rape and domestic

violence are perceived and remedied, etc.)

Proposed Solutions

o

©

Reframing profit so that it amplifies egalitarian, cooperative and integrative values rather than systemic
classicism, racism and gender bias.

Only women can vote on women’s reproductive rights (at any level of government)

Institute goal of 50% female representation in institutional leadership - as reward for merit - with aggressive timeline for
implementation

Investigate efficacy of chemical castration (with variable duration based on offense) as a mandatory component of
sentencing for anyone convicted of rape or other sexual offense

Equal compensation for all genders and sexual orientations of equal ability - period

Promote interculturalism in features of the Universal Social Backbone, direct democracy, citizens councils and public policy -
rather than reinforcing cultural divisions and isolation in civic/economic institutions

Community Coregroups to advocate shared values, the unitive principle and moral maturity

Diffuse institutional authority, distributing local decision-making to community-level organizations

Criminal Justice System reform, and other changes to the rule of law

An equal focus on remedies for systemic disadvantages for men that also reflect inappropriate bias - in custody, paternity,

child support, domestic violence, sentencing, etc.

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

Civic Engagement at the Community Level

Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
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L7 Equalization of Power
® Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance
® FEqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion
® Sustainable Design
e (Critically Reflective Participatory Action
® Revolutionary Integrity

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Article XII

Regarding the Normalization of Public Mental, Emotional and
Spiritual Health as Integral to Holistic Health

Problems To Solve

Accelerating increases in mental, emotional, spiritual and physical maladies caused by stresses, pollutants, diets
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L7 Holistic Health
and habits of modern capitalist society.

® Expression of latent genetic dysfunction via stress-indued phenotypes, with phenotypical iteration and expansion in
subsequent generations

® Epidemic increases in Type Il Diabetes

® Disregard for, and stigmatization of, mental illness

® Commercial amplification of self-destructive habits and dependencies

® Fee-for-service healthcare and private insurance model inflate costs and induce perverse incentives

Proposed Solutions

1. Institute prophylactic mental, emotional and spiritual well-being (i.e. development of healthful, self-nurturing habits)
similarly to the way preventative physical self-care is already promoted

2. Encourage self-sufficiency in all dimensions of self-care instead of externalized dependencies

3. Integrate all healing disciplines (consider Integral Lifework triage model)

4. End fee-for-service model of healthcare, folding all health services into the Universal Social Backbone and focusing on

holistic/multidimensional health outcomes

Design Principles Applied to Create More Distributed & Diffused Wealth & Power

® Collective Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)
® FEqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

® Sustainable Design

e (Critically Reflective Participatory Action

® Revolutionary Integrity

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle
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Level-7Philosophy

My development of Integral Lifework over many years began hinting at how a Level 7 economy could take
shape, and writing Political Economy and the Unitive Principle in 2013 was the first glimpse of a more well-

rounded vision. You can read a searchable online version of the book here, you can download a DjVu copy here,

or you can purchase e-book or paperback editions here. Since that time, additional discussion, feedback,
research and writing has continued to expand the foundations of an alternative political economy, resulting in

the launch of this website in 2016, and it’'s ongoing expansion and refinement.

What Are the Core Design Principles of a Level 7 Political Economy?

The following list of core design principles provides links to a more in-depth discussion of each idea. The
essential aim of Level 7 is to transition to more distributed and diffused systems of governance and economic
opportunity — that is, to move away from institutions and traditions that concentrate wealth and power in order

to remedy the corruption of democracy and economic fairness so prevalent in the world today.

® Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

® (Civic Engagement at the Community Level

® Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government
® Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

* Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance
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Level-7Philosophy

Collective, Egalitarian Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral Liberty)

Eqalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

Sustainable Design

Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle

Critically Reflective Participatory Action

Revolutionary Integrity

Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership
Change in Property Orientation and Valuation

Where did the philosophy behind a Level 7 Political Economy originate?

These ideas coalesced over a number of years as an outgrowth of studying how moral development, economics,

traditional philosophy, cultural values, history, politics and democracy have generated and intersected within

political economies over time. The influences have been broad, but include these contributions and

considerations:

Influential Concepts

Elinor Ostrom’s research on common pool resource management that arose organically around the globe,
and which helped inform the shape of polycentric governance.

Aristotle’s elaborations on virtue ethics, especially as they intersect with democracy, commerce and
political obligation.

As a response to pervasive corporate oligarchy and its destructiveness to both democratic civil society and
planet Earth - as extensively exposed by Noam Chomsky, Naomi Klein, Chris Hedges, Yanis Varoufakis,
Greg Palast, George Monbiot, and others.

Integrating lessons learned by Alec Nove about the failures of State socialism and potential remedies.
Consideration for the varied insights and vision of many other economists, such as Thorstein Veblen, E.F.
Schumacher, Thomas Picketty, Karl Marx and Amartya Sen.

Howard Odum’s concept of Earth as a closed or isolated ecological system, subject to the laws of
thermodynamics and cycles of energy transformation, and the consequent development of approaches by
David Holmgren, Peter Pogany and others to operate sustainably within such a system.

Paulo Freire’s emphasis on an inclusive, participatory, dialogical educational process to bring about social
change through individual self-empowerment and critically reflective participatory action (critical pedagogy
and praxis).

A convergence of ideas and evidence encountered in moral philosophy, theories of human development,
spiritual disciplines, enduring works of art, neuroscience and evolutionary biology around the centrality of

prosocial behaviors as the basis for human society and collective survival.
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Level-7Philosophy

Paul Piff's research on the deleterious effects of wealth, greed and social status on social relations.

Adam Smith’s warnings about the dangers of monopolies.

The selective merits of various libertarian socialist and social anarchist proposals (see also An_Anarchist
EAQ for additional elaboration on social anarchy).

Employing Ken Wilber’'s AQAL schema to help define what integral liberty should look like.

Proven advantages of member-owned and worker-owned cooperatives over shareholder-centric institutions
and management.

The importance of the pilot principle — along with its precautionary principle corollary — in considering all
activism or when implementing any solution.

The demonstrated advantages and historical precedents of subsidiarity, horizontal collectivism and
egalitarianism, and the observation that all concentrations of wealth and power are destructive to
democracy and economic freedom.

Implementations of direct democracy in Switzerland, installed in parallel with representative democracy
(and holding those elected officials accountable).

A re-engagement of civic responsibility, first and foremost at the community level, via both governmental
and non-governmental institutions.

Relying on evidence-based solutions that are customized to regional and local differences (rather than
trying to impose homogenized conformance).

The exhortations and warnings of philosophers and activists throughout history that the methodologies,
values, prejudices and attitudes embodied in any movements or activism will persist into the institutions

and cultural norms that emerge out of that revolution; | call this revolutionary integrity.

Original Ideas & Supportive Insights

(To appreciate how many of these elements interrelate, | recommend reading Integral Lifework Concepts, Tools

& Assessments as an in-depth overview, and Integral Lifework Developmental Correlations for a summarizing

snapshot)

That multidimensional nourishment (both individually and collectively, in widening circles of intention and
action) creates critical support structures for moral development, and that moral development, in turn, is a
critical support structure for an advanced political economy.

The acknowledgement of a unitive principle, evident in nearly all philosophical and spiritual traditions —
and supported by research into group selection and the evolution of prosocial traits — that identifies loving
kindness as the fundamentally binding force in social cohesion, organization and development.

The criticality of developing and reinforcing personal and collective functional intelligence — especially in
terms of values alignment between our personal life, social mores, cultural traditions, and our economic,
legal and political systems.

An emphasis on consciously engaging our moral creativity to shape civic institutions that support our
values.

That capitalism is profoundly antagonistic to social cohesion and moral development, and that
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Level-7Philosophy
individualism and materialism — especially as championed by neoliberalism, Right-Libertarianism, and

Randian objectivism — aggressively counteract the unitive principle.

® Redefining property position in terms of the type of ownership, functional abstraction layer, and an holistic
valuation (that includes use value, externalities and effective nourishment capacity), as a central building
block of a Level 7 economy.

® The importance of multidialectical synthesis in addressing complex systems as both an individual, interior
discipline and as a collaborative, participatory process.

® Other unique features of a Level 7 political economy, such as daily direct democracy and the Public
Priorities Database, a social credits with accountability system, a Public Information Clearinghouse, diffused
currency issuance backed by common property shares, etc.

What is the role of Integral Lifework?

Prirmary > Fulfillment Intrinsic & Extrinsic
Drrives ] Impulses Reirforcament

/

- h Identity & Values Fulfiliment <_ Lewval of Moral
Formmation [ Origntation | Devalopmant

. Mourishing Slyla /",_ Saelf-Efficacy & MNowrishing
Seif-Awaraness || >[ & Capacity (o Seli-Worth Habits

Integral Lifework, as a form of self-enriching and self-empowering multidimensional nourishment, was initially
created as a form of holistic self-care. Over time, it became clear that Integral Lifework practice had a profound
impact on development and transformation in nearly every aspect of being, and that this transformation had a
natural tendency to radiate outwards into larger and larger arenas of action and intention. Of critical importance
to models of an advanced political economy, Integral Lifework naturally encourages innate moral development —
a necessary prerequisite for positive social change to occur and endure. Also endemic to the nourishment model
is a reliance on internal and relational resources, rather than externalized (objectified and commodified)
dependencies, so that Integral Lifework praxis becomes an antidote to the spectacle itself. In addition, there is a
deliberate effort to differentiate diluted or ineffective “substitution” nourishment from the real deal in each
dimension of being - so that moral development, self-reliance, discernment, skillful compassion and other

benefits of integral practice are more fully energized and strengthened over time. In this way Integral Lifework
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also helps synthesize the character and endurance necessary to sustain revolutionary integrity. To appreciate all

of these relationships and interdependencies, | recommend reading A Mystic’s Call to Action.
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Achieving Level 7 objectives (or any other flavor of significant transformation) will require several independent
efforts, all occurring at once and likely for a sustained period of time - probably several years. | do not believe
they will require central coordination, but the intensity and persistence of engagement likely needs to maintain a
similar amplitude across the spectrum of efforts. As an important prerequisite in the modern age, a realistic
transformation will require many of the existing and hard-won civic foundations to remain intact; chaotic or
purely destructive revolution is not likely to bear the fruit it intends. There are plentiful reasons for this, many

of which are discussed in the Revolutionary Integrity section.

With these things in mind, multi-pronged change mechanisms for each objective might include:

Top-Down Systemic Change

Revisions to processes and institutions at all levels of government - including national and international - that

support Level 7 proposals.

Examples:

® State and federal constitutional amendments to repeal corporate personhood, institute direct democracy in
parallel with representative democracy, initiate banking and monetary reform (also in parallel with current
systems), establish equality of feminine power, restore journalistic integrity, etc.

® State and local initiatives that create nested citizens councils with oversight of government and enterprise,
institute algorithmic redistricting, begin establishing a Universal Social Backbone, etc.

® |[egislate incentives for transitioning enterprises from shareholder ownership to worker ownership

® |[egislation that embodies other Level 7 principles and proposals (practicing the precautionary principle,
distributed green energy production, public priorities database, sustainable design, etc.)

® |[egislation to reform the IMF and World Bank

Resources:

Eliminating "Corporate Personhood" in Law: https://movetoamend.org/
Alliance for Democracy: http://www.thealliancefordemocracy.org/

Promoting Direct Democracy: http://www.realdemocracy.com/index.html
Wikipedia on Direct Democracy: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Direct_democracy
Wikipedia on E-Democracy: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E-democracy
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Constructive Grass-Roots Populism

Engagement and education of the public to promote revolutionary change via mass movements.

Examples:

® Create independent Open Source, crowd-populated “Public Information Clearinghouse” as proposed

® Promote activism, education and Level 7 ideas via social media - especially to counter Al bot campaigns
and fake news that engineer targeted manipulations of public opinion

® Organize for popular support of top-down constitutional amendments and initiatives

® Create multimedia representations of Level 7 proposals for mass distribution

® Organize protests and other nonviolent group action to promote Level 7 transformations

® Develop K-12 multimedia outreach to educate about Level 7 and personal integral practice

Resources:

Open Source Education Resources: http://opensource.com/education/13/4/guide-open-source-education
"Sharing Transformation™ Resources: http://www.shareable.net/

Gene Sharp’s Nonviolent Action Resources: http://www.aeinstein.org/ and in particular 198 Methods of Nonviolent Action
Tom Atlee's "Co-Intelligence:" http://www.tomatleeblog.com/

Michael Bauwen's P2P Foundation: http://p2pfoundation.net/P2P_Foundation:About

Permaculture Design Principles: http://permacultureprinciples.com/principles/

Occupy Movement Resources: http://occupy.org/

Social media Al: https://www.scout.ai/story/the-rise-of-the-weaponized-ai-propaganda-machine and
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge Analytica

Disrupting the Status Quo

Deliberate sabotage of highly destructive but persistent social, economic, informational and political mechanisms

that obstruct progress toward Level 7.

Examples:

® Hacktivism of most nefarious actors (i.e. those who promote a neoliberal, pro-corporate, deceptive,
destructive or self-serving commercialist agenda)

®* Work with unions to migrate businesses toward worker-ownership

® Disrupt pro-capitalist misinformation and PR campaigns

® Disrupt commerce (retail boycotts, production and distribution interruptions, etc.) involving products or

services with “perverse utility” or antagonistic holistic value
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Resources:

All About Boycotts: http://www.ethicalconsumer.org/boycotts/aboutboycotts.aspx
Wikipedia Article on Ethical Consumerism: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethical_consumerism

David Holmgren's "Crash On Demand" Essay: http://holmaren.com.au/crash-demand/

Wikipedia Article on "Eco-terrorism:" http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eco-terrorism

Greenpeace on Civil Disobedience: http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/news/Blogs/makingwaves/civil-disobedience-why-direct-
action-is-necessary/blog/48294/

Wikipedia Article on “Hacktivism:” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hacktivism

Anonymous Group: http://anoninsiders.net/

Exposing Misinformation & Pro-Corporatocracy PR Campaigns

Identify, call out and counter the constant stream of misinformation that perpetuates irrational faith in crony

capitalism and corporatocracy:

Examples:

* Flag fake news memes on social media
® Provide community with correct facts

®* Answer questions and concerns of folks who have been misinformed

Resources:

Big Oil Funds Climate Denial Propaganda: http://www.skepticalscience.com/bigoil.html

Tea Party Origins Linked to Tobacco Industry: http://www.ucsf.edu/news/2013/02/13507/study-tea-party-organizations-have-ties-tobacco-
industry-dating-back-1980s

The Fox News Propaganda Machine: http://foxnewsboycott.com/ and http://mediamatters.org/research/2009/10/13/foxs-news-programs-

echo-its-opinion-shows-smear/155660
Anti-Globalization/Corporations Documentaries on IMDB: http://www.imdb.com/list/Is058435089/

An Extensive List of Whistleblowers from the 1700s to Current Day: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of whistleblowers

Resources for Whistleblowers: http://www.whistleblowers.org/

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau: http://www.consumerfinance.gov/

List of “Fake News” Organizations: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xDDmbr54qzzG8wUrRdxQl_C1dixJSIYgQUaXVZBgsJs/
Snopes Fact Checking: http://www.snopes.com/

Recruiting Elite Change Agents

Examples:
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®* Find members of the wealthy elite who are willing to endorse Level 7 proposals and can help actualize
solutions

® Promote narratives that frame worker ownership, direct democratization of institutions and enterprises,
and diffusion of wealth and political power as the extraordinary philanthropic aims that they are

® Persuade existing power brokers to relinquish counterproductive agendas and influence

Resources:

Research on Network of Global Corporate Control: http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0025995

Articles on Global Corporate Control: Forbes http://www.forbes.com/sites/bruceupbin/2011/10/22/the-147-companies-that-control-
everything/ and New Scientist http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21228354.500-revealed--the-capitalist-network-that-runs-the-

world.html#.VAT6plCwKhA

Wikipedia List of People on Multiple Governing Boards: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of people_on_multiple_governing_boards
Wikipedia on Interlocking Directorates: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interlocking_directorate

Examples of Media Interlocking Directorates: http://fair.org/interlocking-directorates/

William Domhoff's Take on Corporate Interlocks: http://www2.ucsc.edu/whorulesamerica/power/corporate_community.html
Wikipedia List of Bilderburg Participants: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of Bilderberg_participants

Bilderberg Influence: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/10102168/Bilderberg-Group-No-conspiracy-just-the-most-influential-group-

in-the-world.html

Community-Centric Pilot Projects

Developing exemplary institutions, civic engagement and activism at the community level.

Examples:

® Develop NGOs that promote and actualize Level 7 proposals at the community level

® Establish Community Land Trusts with common property shares

® Develop community green energy production and distribution facilities

® |nitiate and maintain sustainable design projects individually and communally

® Advocate credit union banking - especially those institutions that identify as smaller community banks

® Create citizens councils that actively advise existing institutions (until initiatives can formally authorize
their roles and responsibilities)

® Advocate Level 7 guiding design principles in existing community institutions

® Establish new goods and services enterprises that emulate the Level 7 enterprise schema

Resources:

Community Organizing Resources: http://organizingforpower.org/organizing-resources/
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Credit Union Info & Locator: https://www.mycreditunion.gov

Rob Hopkins' "Transition Towns" and Suggested Ingredients for Change: http://www.transitionnetwork.org/
The Burkana Institute: http://berkana.org/

Permaculture Principles: https://permacultureprinciples.com/

Wikipedia Article on CLTs (with links): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_land_trust

Individual Development & Supportive Networking

Personal and collective education, multi-dimensional nurturing & moral development to facilitate the unitive

principle.

Examples:

® Establish Community Coregroups around the country to mutually educate and participate in Level 7
® Create action lists of personal choices that energize Level 7 transitions to share with others
® Contribute to the Public Information Clearinghouse database

® Advocate Level 7 guiding principles in local community, in the workplace, etc.

Resources:

Integral Lifework: https://www.integralifework.com
Resources for Paulo Friere's Work: http://www.comminit.com/democracy-governance/content/pedagogy-oppressed-paulo-freire-analysis
and http://infed.org/mobi/paulo-freire-dialogue-praxis-and-education/ and Pedagogy of Love

A note regarding individual development and supportive networking: In the context of Integral Lifework, it is
critical to appreciate that multidimensional nurturing and development is a prerequisite and parallel practice to

revolutionary integrity and activism. To understand this relationship, consider reading A Mystic’s Call to Action.

Socially Engaged Art

Artists engaging the community in participatory art projects that increase social consciousness around Level 7

concerns.

Examples:

® Community sing-along concerts that protest inequality, owner-shareholder exploitation, destruction of the
environment, etc. and express demand for greater democracy throughout all private and public institutions

® Public interactive art installations that educate about direct democracy, worker-ownership, the
precautionary principle, etc

® Plays - preformed in openly accessible community spaces, and with audience participation - that model
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new forms of civic engagement (citizens councils, daily direct democracy, recall elections, the social credits

system, etc.)

Resources:

Art Activism Links & Resources: http://culturalpolitics.net/social_movements/art
Creative/Artistic Activism Database: http://actipedia.org/

(See also: The Importance of Fine Arts for why | believe art is such a critical consideration)

Although there are other examples of action items peppered throughout this website, individual and collective
action is probably the most critical opportunity for participatory mechanisms. At some point, the web should be
used to consolidate input and planning; for example, creating a portal to searchable databases for all ongoing

Level 7 action efforts and avenues of involvement.

Philosophy of Countermeasures

(From the essay Escaping the failures of Capitalism)

® Educating people about economics, technology, the functions of government, and what is actually healthy and helpful
for individual and collective well-being and happiness, all-the-while exposing the deceptions and misinformation that
are mercilessly disseminated in service of profit.

® Encouraging moral maturity, compassion and empathy through revised interpersonal standards, better awareness of
multidimensional nourishment (see Integral Lifework Overview), and inspirational modeling.

® Holding accountable those government officials, businesspeople, and average citizens who have cultivated attitudes
of indifference and callousness, and exercising this accountability through moral education, social expectations and
the rule of law - while also eliminating the cultural and economic incentives for this behavior.

® Promoting holistic approaches to well-being that undermine the addictions and self-destructive habits created by
commercialism.

® Creating new civic institutions that embody these more evolved, sophisticated and morally responsible values, and

offering safe places to reinforce and propagate evidence-based, constructive ideals.

For Additional Activism Resources:

Please visit the Integral Lifework “Constructive Organizations” page.
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A Transitional Vision for Level 7

(From Political Economy and the Unitive Principle)

Diagram: Contrasting Production Dynamics
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PDF Capture of L7 Website

A PDF of all of level-7.org (with Table of Contents and navigation links), as of December, 2018: Level 7

Overview (note: 9.9 Mbytes — | recommend downloading this rather than opening it in a web browser...)

Essay Summary of This Website?

“Articles of Transformation for a Level 7 Political Economy.” An overview of the Level 7 proposals and central
concepts covered on this website. Originally written in October of 2016 for submission to an essay competition,

with minor updates and corrections since (last updated 6/13/2017). Roughly 15K words.

Real-World Test Cases of L7 Components

Worker-Owned Cooperatives: see Worker Cooperatives; “Worker Cooperatives More Productive that Normal
Companies”

Semi-Direct Democracy: Switzerland

Common Pool Resource Management: Elinor Ostrom’s examples in Switzerland, Japan, Spain, the Philippines

(see “The Solution to the Tragedy of the Commons”)
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Diffused Self-Governance: Rojava; historical anarchist experiments in Spain, Korea, Bulgaria, Ukraine, etc.

(see Mass Saocieties)

The Precautionary Principle: “Use and Abuse of the Precautionary Principle:” FAQ (with examples of
application)

Examples of Left-Anarchist/Libertarian Communities & Mass Societies:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of anarchist communities

Theoretical Exploration of L7 Components

7

Encouraging Moral Development: see “Fostering Goodness & Caring:” “Two Perspectives: On Self
Relationships & Morality”

Integral Lifework Developmental Correlations

Other Websites & Online Resources

Electoral Integrity Project

198 Methods of Nonviolent Action (Aeinstein.org)

List of Constructive Organizations (that resonate with the Level 7 framework and objectives)
Integral Lifework (multidimensional nourishment)

An_Anarchist FAQ

Books

by T.Collins Logan
True Love: Integral Lifework Theory & Practice - Read Online, DjVu download, or Purchase
Political Economy and the Unitive Principle - Read Online, DjVu download, or Purchase

Being Well: Beginning the Journey of Integral Lifework - Read Online or Purchase
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Reframing Profit

Proposed Level 7 Criteria for Non-Profit vs. For-Profit Designations

In a Level 7 political economy, the idea of "profit" represents something much different

from what it currently does in traditional crony capitalism found in the U.S. and other

developed countries. It is such a stark contrast, in fact, that the clearest representation is to

compare the two conceptions side-by-side:

Nature of Profit

Level 7

Traditional Crony Capitalism

1) As a reward for...

»  Demonstrated Creativity

»  Demonstrated Complex or Demanding
Learned Skills & Abilities

»  Demonstrated Innate Talents

»  Demonstrated Knowledge

»  Enhancing or Strengthening Civil Society

» Innovations & Research that Benefit Health
& Well-Being

»  Reviewed & Validated Scientific Discoveries

»  Demonstrated Self-Sacrifice for the
Betterment of Others

»  Demonstrated Endurance (Longevity) and
Effectiveness in a Social Services Roll

e Technocratic Expertise

e Exceptional or Unusual (Qutlier)
Contributions to a Particular Field

»  Demonstrated Efficiencies or Lowering
Overhead within Ostrom's Common Pool
Research Management Schema

»  Solutions That Demonstrate Long-term
Viability & Sustainability

* Increasing Market Share through
Competitive Differentiation/Improvements

»  High-Risk Startup Investment

 Increased Efficiencies of Production or Lowering
Overhead (automation, reducing wages,
outsourcing to developing economies, etc.)

*  First-To-Market Innovations

Top 5% of Exceptional Creativity/Skill/Ability

» Increasing Market Share through Competitive
Differentiation/Improvements

»  High-Risk Startup Investment

»  High Pressure Sales & Persuasive or Deceptive
Advertising/Marketing

»  Creating Consumer Dependency & Addiction

»  Coercing Maximum Labor Output

Disregard for Worker Safety

*  Reckless Natural Resource Extraction &
Depletion

»  Monopolization

*  Price-Fixing & Anti-Competitive Practices

Disregard for Negative Externalities

»  Disregard for Consumer Safety

»  Conspicuous Consumption Coupled with Price-
Elastic Demand

»  Engineering of Artificial Scarcity

*  Rolling Back Regulations

*  Lowering Business Tax Rate

»  Socializing Risk While Privatizing Profit

»  Encouraging Consumer Debt

*  Encouraging High-Risk Speculation (Gambling)

»  Overcharging, Excessive Fees, Interest Gauging,
Hidden/Undisclosed Costs

»  Planned Obsolescence

o Bait & Switch

Delivering Illicit Products/Services

»  Aggressive Self-Promotion & Political Cleverness

Technocratic Expertise

o Zero-Value-Add Rent-Seeking Activities
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2)To be shared »  All Workers and Member-Shareholdersofa | = Select Owner-Shareholders & Senior Executives
by... Cooperative, Democratic Enterprise in ACommand-Style Enterprise
3) With holistic *  Self-Managed Workers »  Owner-Shareholders, Executive Board Members
valuations & *  Community Organizations &Senior Managers
margins to be Citizens Councils ¢ Marketing & Competitor Pricing
influenced by... Direct Democracy Referenda
4) With e Elected Technocrats with Specialized «  Corporate Lobbyists
standardization & Expertise CareerPoliticians Who Often Have Little-to-No
regulation of for- »  Direct Democracy Initiatives & Referenda Specialized Expertise
profit enterprise e Co-Created Legislation (Technocratic
via... Initiatives as Approved by Direct Vote)
»  Citizen's Councils

As you can see, there is very little overlap between these two incentivization and planning
structures, with a more direct linkage between profits and prosocial and pro-civic activities
in Level 7 than ever could be achieved under traditional capitalism. This is a fundamental
consideration in Level 7, and it will be familiar to anyone who has read economists Veblen,
Schumacher, Sen and others in their company: there needs to be a clear values linkage
between free enterprise and civil society; the two cannot and should not operate
independently of each other. In fact, as | write on the Level 7 website: "The objective will be
to subjugate business activities to civil society, rather than inverting that relationship as it
is today." Why shouldn't the most socially productive enterprises - enterprises that
provide the greatest, most prosocial and widely shared benefits to civil society - be

rewarded the most, instead of those that are self-serving or even socially destructive?

Now we could just stop there and allow our imagination to populate the various domains in
non-profit and for-profit enterprise at all levels of society - community, district,
megalopolis, province or state, regions, nations, etc. And really in any system that attempts
to honor subsidiarity, direct democracy and polycentric governance for the common good,
leaving it to participatory imagination could be enough. But there are also natural barriers
to conceiving of alternatives to current political economies, and those theorized via
proposals across the political and economic spectrum. We have become accustomed to and
comfortable with the familiar, unaware of alternatives, distracted by our commercialist
spectacle, and seduced by inertia. So the spirit of Level 7 proposals is to explore what some

as-yet-unimagined alternatives might look like....
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In Level 7, for-profit and non-profit designations can be addressed to some degree via the
collectively designated holistic value for a given product or service, as this valuation
process will inherently expand or contract potential profitability. How do we arrive at

holistic value? In brief we can apply the following formula, which expands slightly upon

previous conceptions described in Political Economy and the Unitive Principle:

HOLISTIC VALUE =

Intersubjective use value (the aggregate of culturally esteemed, desired & dependent utility)
+
Evidence-based contribution to balanced, high-quality multidimensional nourishment (i.e. support &
stimulation for the thirteen dimensions of Integral Lifework - both individually and collectively)
+

Perceived ongoing facilitation of social cohesion, civic engagement, community empowerment and vibrant
democracy
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As part of this process, we can even target the "fulcrum's plane"” of ideal nourishment to
refine holistic value with objective metrics — metrics which can then be made available to all

via the Public Information Clearinghouse. The fulcrum's plane in this instance refers to an

optimal range of nourishment across all thirteen dimensions of wellness, which of course
will be a spectrum for each individual and different groups demographics, but can be
generalized for a community, megalopolis, region or other population boundary for the

purpose of contributing to holistic value calculations.

OPTIMAL
DEPLETION < RANGE — EXCESS
1. Damaging 5 BASELINE 9. Competing (Impeding)
2. Empty Reserves 6. Harmonious 10. Cross-Canceling
3. Partially Depleted 7. Healing (Retrograding)
4. Dissonant 8. Transformative 11.  Addictive
12. Damaging

Ultimately, holistic value offers an avenue of defining and encouraging prosocial, pro-civic,
pro-wellness productivity, and then - in conjunction with production costs and fixed
markup percentages for each stage of supply and distribution - to calculate a collectively-
agreed-upon final exchange price index for categories of goods and services. In other
words, this public deliberation would include fixed markups for different distribution
methods - brick-and-mortar, online storefronts, informal 3D printer file distribution, etc. -
and each link in the supply chain. All of the fixed markups across production, distribution
and servicing could then also be indexed in accordance with holistic valuation, so that the
same social values are promoted from end-to-end. Really, any formulation could be used as
long as it is consistent; the objective is for exchange values to reflect [(actual production
costs + fixed markup) + holistic valuation + (actual distribution costs + fixed markup)] in the
most fluid, transparent and publically managed way possible. In this way, Level 7 seeks to
minimize profits and growth, and maximize economic stability along with equitable

distribution.

(Note: For additional discussion, and an overview of how holistic value figures into a

redefinition of property, see The Level 7 Property Position.)
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By promoting such a system of goods and services valuation, and infusing the process with
direct democratic mechanisms and community oversight, we have the opportunity to
short-circuit externalization and commodification - along with the deceptive manipulation,
fetishizing and unconscious lemming behavior that often accompanies these practices -
and invite more detached, intersubjective, intrinsic and spontaneous assessments of value.
How does this short-circuiting occur? From one perspective, it is because we are aiming,
individually and collectively, to evolve beyond profit-seeking and individualistic
materialism toward the nurturing, prosocial, egalitarian orientations of our higher selves;
we are consciously honoring and reinforcing the ever-expanding arenas of compassionate
affection inherent to moral maturity, rather than the [/Me/Mine acquisitive egotism of

capitalistic toddlerization (see Integral Lifework Development Correlations for elaboration

on this topic). And by honoring and energizing the better over the base, we encourage its
flourishing: the innate values, virtues and characteristics we want to drive and support our

society will be the ones we feed.

In harmony with this form of valuation (and, ultimately, price-setting), I think it can be
argued that enterprises engaging in the most supportive and "holistically valuable"
products and services should also have the greatest opportunity to (collectively) profit
from those activities - at least in the initial iterations of Level 7 that maintain a robust
exchange economy. And, as we're redefining incentivization end-to-end, those standards
should remain consistent throughout whatever system we implement. This speaks to how
fixed markups throughout production, distribution and servicing would be consistently and
transparently indexed; how wages are set within an enterprise; and indeed how social

credits are awarded for Level 7's Universal Social Backbone (USB). In any case, this

provides our first criterion for a viable, values-supportive incentive that itself aims to

inhabit the "optimal range" of profitability that is neither deficient nor excessive.

Regarding the Universal Social Backbone, we will also want to conceptually and
functionally separate USB infrastructure and services from enterprises that compete in an
exchange economy to provide goods and services above-and-beyond civic fundamentals.
The nature, rationale and proposed extent of USB infrastructure and services - which again

will likely have considerable variability among different localities with different needs - is
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covered in detail in The Goldilocks Zone of Integral Liberty essay. However, to help clarify

which enterprises potentially reside within the USB and therefore participate in a social
credits system rather than an exchange economy, I've provided an initial list at the end of
this essay. For additional explanation, an overview of the various layers of enterprise

participating in a Level 7 exchange economy is provided on the A New Enterprise Schema

page of the Level 7 website, as illustrated by the graphic below. Essentially, there are many
overlapping sizes and networks of non-profit and for-profit enterprise in that schema. At
first glance, there might appear to be a contradiction between pro-civic economic activities
that are partially incentivized by profit, and those which become networked non-profit
infrastructure and essential services enterprises in the USB. But I think this issue will

clarify itself shortly, as we examine the additional parameters in play and their projected

evolution over time.

Community

Communal Processes:
- Citizen Commissions

- Daily Direct Democracy

- Reliance on Local Resources

- Referenda Oversight of Industry
- Extent of Benefits Tied to Participation

Other
Communities

Spontaneous,
Grass Roots
Civic
Jnstltutmns

Industry: For-
Profit Worker-

Renewable
Energy
Production Major Industries:
For-Profit Worker-Owned
Cooperatives

Universal Social Backbone - Infrastructure & Essential Services:
via Networked Non-Profit Worker-Owned Cooperatives
(centrally standardized & coordinated, community executed)

(From Level 7 Enterprise Schema)
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Another variable that informs differentiation of for-profit from non-profit is the knowledge,
skill, creativity, innovation and cleverness inherent to a service or product. Here we also
find an opportunity to include automation and computerization in the mix. Thus, if
something can be produced in an automated facility, via Artificial Intelligence, or with an
in-home 3D printer, and requires very little human skill to accomplish as an end-product,
then it seems practical to designate it as a non-profit activity. At the other end of the same
spectrum, if there is a substantial necessity for human involvement and skill - and perhaps
high levels of skill - then it might logically be designated as for-profit when operating
outside of the USB. I think this approach echoes the considerations of Marx, Ricardo, Smith
and Locke regarding the uniqueness and importance of human labor's contributions to
productivity in general - though of course it does not echo their particular conceptions of
how this value should be calculated or managed. For example, I intentionally fall short of
both a formal Labor Theory of Value (LTV) and labor theory of property/appropriation
here - both because human labor is only part of the overall equation, and because private
property ownership reinforces a tyranny that robs human beings of essential freedoms

(see The Goldilocks Zone of Integral Liberty for further discussion of this topic). And of

course at a Level 7 development of political economy, we're also taking a hybrid approach
to commodities that intends to address many of Marx's concerns without completely doing

away with money, private property, commodities or an exchange economy.

Now what also becomes important in this context is not to denigrate one type of skill or
knowledge while elevating another - for, as with the pitfalls of property ownership itself,
the arbitrary and capricious valuation of some skills or learning above others is one of the
classic problems that manifest in traditional capitalism; we can and should avoid
"fetishistic" amplifications in this regard. Lastly, although I'm addressing the creativity,
skill and knowledge of labor separately from holistic value, ultimately these contribute to

the same overall flavor of for-profit vs. non-profit differentiation.

We should take a moment to touch upon the rent-seeking and economic financialization

that has become so prevalent both to modern capitalism's growth and seeming
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amplification of boom/bust cycles. These are examples of what happens when profit is
entirely disconnected from nearly every aspect of the participatory economic valuation
described thus far (i.e. actualizing [(actual production costs + fixed markup) + holistic
valuation + (actual distribution costs + fixed markup)] in the most fluid, transparent and
publically managed way possible). The sort of high-risk, large-scale gambling that rent-
seeking and financialization have come to embody - predicated only on "profit for profit's
sake" and the wanton celebration of greed - is anathema to a Level 7 system. Which is
why products and services within the financial industry - and indeed how society treats
leveraging and debt overall - will require special attention. Just as with the fixed margins
in conventional production, the same public feedback mechanisms can be in play with
respect to individual and institutional leverage ratios, interest rates, credit access and debt
burdens. The same indexing that applies to profits can be applied to these parameters as
well, generating like-minded incentives, disincentives and perceived risk for a given
enterprise based on the prosocial, pro-civic, pro-wellness values that enterprise does or
does not promote. I also think it goes without saying that rent-seeking behaviors will
understandably fall at the "perverse utility" end of the spectrum, with their profitability

restricted appropriately.

Ultimately such deliberations lead us to the issue of money itself. When I was a young
child, I remember observing a distinct contrast between two communities I lived in at
different times. In one neighborhood, people helped each other take care of basic needs as
a matter of social investment and reflex; there was a tacit understanding of mutual trust,
sharing of resources, and willing reciprocation. When a frail elderly person needed their
lawn mowed, a neighbor with a nice lawnmower would take care of it for them; when
someone else needed a babysitter, the frail elderly person might step in to help; when the
neighbor with the lawnmower had car trouble, another neighbor with tools and an
automotive knack would help them fix it; and so on. This mutual aid was never something
anyone questioned or avoided. Then, after a few years,  moved to another neighborhood,
where this kind of community participation and relationship was not expected or
encouraged. Instead, everything was paid for with money - even if a neighborhood kid
offered to mow your lawn, you knew they expected to be compensated. And of course

coinciding with this monetary expectation was a general isolation and separation within
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the community itself - an inherent mistrust and loneliness among all my neighbors that in

no small part was being expressed and expanded by money-centric relationships.

Observing this difference created a strange dissonance for me as a young person, and after
much thought I concluded that money routinely supplanted trust between people. Either
as a consequence of the breakdown of cohesive community - or indeed as a causal factor -
reliance on monetary exchanges undermined human relationships on a fundamental level.

[ did not discover until many years later that Marx and others had come to a very similar
conclusion on a macro level: that the exchange of money for objects and services
abstracted social relations to such a degree that those relations could be damaged or
destroyed. Eventually, I would come to see that individualistic materialism - amplified as it
was by the commercialism, conspicuous consumption and deliberate infantilization of
consumers - was really at the heart of this destructive tendency, and that money was

simply the language it most frequently employed.

So I was not surprised when I eventually encountered a convergence of evidence and
insight around this issue. For example, interdisciplinary research illuminating the positive
impact of genetically predisposed prosocial traits and group selection on human survival
(see Grit Hein, Scott Huettel, Barbara King, E.O. Wilson et al); or Kropotkin's examination of
mutual aid as a guiding principle of social organization; or my personal experience of the
obvious advantages of collaboration and cooperation (over "rugged individualism" or
"going it alone") in nearly every life context; or meditating upon the Apostle Paul's warning
to Timothy that "the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil." Beyond simply
confirming my assumptions and observations around this issue, it became painfully clear

that capitalism was an unnatural and corrosive imposition on the human condition.

Which brings us to how I propose mitigating the antisocial impacts of money and
commodification in a Level 7 political economy. I do envision a moneyless gift economy as

an eventual evolutionary certainty in humanity's moral progression, as would be

increasingly expressed in Level 8 orientations and above in the Integral Lifework

Development Correlations. We already know that profit is not a necessary incentive for

human activity, inquisitiveness or excellence - we see strong evidence for this in the Open
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Source movement, P2P knowledge sharing, the excellent academic research and innovation
performed by unpaid students and interns, the joyful intensity of various hobby clubs and
professional societies, and in the relationships and communities referenced earlier where
people simply care about each other. In fact, contrary to the wishful thinking of market
fundamentalists, the vast majority of modern technological and scientific innovation and
excellence has arisen from such non-profit-centric or publically funded activities. But we
haven't yet arrived at either a post-scarcity world or the sufficient collective moral

maturity to support a 100% gift economy. So what can we do for now...?

The current Level 7 proposal centers around the concept of community-centric common

property shares. As quoted from Level-7.org:

"Right now when we stand in almost any location - populated or not - and look around, most of
what we see are things that other people individually own, or things that corporation own. Cars,
buildings, businesses, parks, forests, pastures and so on. But what if, instead, when we looked
around at the same things, we felt a sense of communal ownership? And what if we knew - in a
calculable, easily estimable and indeed semi-fungible way - the precise portion of that collective
ownership that we had? And what if, just as common shares accomplish in business enterprises
today, those shares also represented a voting right in how that property is managed, utilized,

safeguarded and so forth? That is what common property shares are meant to accomplish....

....There would be a universal data repository - an accounting and tracking system - of all
commonly held assets that acts as the backing for currency. So, when we look around us we will
see the actual backing for the currency we use in our economic transactions. If those assets are
maintained, the value of our currency is likewise maintained; and if those assets are depleted or
destroyed, the value of our currency is reduced and/or our shares are reduced. Of course, there
would need to be a carefully balanced proportionality between local, national and international
currency valuation and local, national and international common ownership systems; we would
want to diffuse (or aggregate) the backing variability as much as possible to create stability,
while still encouraging localized contributions to the whole. Some universal percentage of the
common property shares would therefore be allocated to district, state and national common
repositories, as distinct from community allocations. In this way, the backing for currency is as

diffused as the issuance of currency.
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Now we need to ask: what constitutes an asset? And this is where things get interesting,
because, using concepts inherent to holistic valuation in an L7 property position, what a
community creates or shepherds as “valuable” can correlate with any of the dimensions of
Integral Lifework - across all layers of OSI abstraction, and across all scopes and arenas of social
good. In this way, a community can increase its total common property shares, and the
individual holdings of property shares among community members. From community to
community the emphasis may vary, but the framework is shared across all communities (which
is what makes the community assets semi-fungible after all). In many ways, these common
property shares are a concrete representation of political obligation or collective agreement

around civic responsibility and engagement."

So the basic idea is to use a universal data repository to assign and track common shares
for every person of voting age, so that they have a direct stake in the sustainability of how
various resources are managed and improved, and ultimately even in how currency itself is
valued. Which means that "money" itself is directly linked not to the usurping of prosocial
relations, but to the fortification of those relationships for mutual benefit. There are other
implications to this system that will need to be explored - such as how share values and
per capita quantities correlate with variable population; the different categories of shares,
some of which can be traded or transferred; the relationship between social credits, civic
accountability, and common share values and velocity; and so forth. But for now we've

outlined the basic idea.

There is another important area to discuss, and that is the one substantive holdover from
traditional capitalism in Level 7: startups and a stock exchange. In Level 7 the currently
monolithic NYSE will all but disappear, with the remaining speculative activity orbiting
around high-risk outlier startups for new products and services. Although the valuation of
privately held shares can be indexed in accordance with holistic value and the other
variables discussed so far, these will still be private shares - not common property shares -
held in equal portion by workers and investors. Essentially, this provides those craving
high-risk/high-return gambling opportunities with a focused outlet for their passion, and
encourages potentially disruptive innovations, improvements and change that might
otherwise not enter the mainstream. It also concentrates any losses on those directly

involved in the startup. In conjunction with the guiding influence of subsidiarity and the
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precautionary principle, however, both the risks and the change will still be managed with

public input and technocratic oversight.

As a startup succeeds and grows, the shares could first increase to the maximum allowed
per-share value within the public indexing for that product or service, and then split into
additional shares in proportion to ongoing increases (or consolidate if the value declines
below the lowest index value limit). Within a set predetermined period, if the venture
succeeds, the worker-held portion of shares could automatically be converted to common
property shares and enter into the pool of currency-backing semi-fungible assets (still held
by the workers). The shareholder portion of shares, on the other hand, could be divided
into thirds, with one third converted to social credits linked directly to the investors, one
third made available to the investors exclusively for new startup ventures, and the final

third liquidated to fund USB expansion and maintenance projects.

Would such a system still encourage an elite shareholder class who effectively holds much
of the wealth in society? Sure - butif social credits are the only thing actually being
accumulated and concentrated to the investor's benefit, there is a natural limit to the self-
serving utility of such wealth. The investors will not have disproportionate influence over
the business they have invested in, or how the earnings transferred to the USB are spent, or
how technocrats and council members are elected, or how legislation is written or becomes
law. Speculative investment will effectively become a potentially lucrative hobby...but it
will no longer contribute to a plutocratic hegemony. In Level 7, civil society is protected
primarily by strong democratic processes across all of its political and economic

institutions - processes which cannot be bought or distorted by the influence of wealth.
Okay...so what is the end result of applying the criteria discussed so far, with a conscious

aim of reframing the profit motive? I think an ongoing, fluid and dynamic Level 7

separation would look something like this....
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Products and services with the highest for-profit potential will demonstrate:

* High levels of support and flourishing with regard to civil society (above and beyond

the USB)

* High levels of ongoing labor knowledge, skill, innovation and creativity
* High holistic value as previously defined

e High risk startup investment for outliers and disruptive innovation

Products and services with the lowest for-profit potential and highest non-profit

potential will demonstrate:

* Levels of support and flourishing for civil society at or below USB stability and

functionality

* Most appropriate for automation or computerization (i.e. low levels of skilled
human labor, creativity, knowledge, etc.)

* A moderate to low holistic value

* Perverse utility (destructive to individual or social health)

Given these broad parameters, we can formulate a common-sense approach to deciding
what are for-profit activities, and what are better suited to a non-profit designation in
order to promote prosocial, pro-civic values in the formation and execution of human
enterprise. Here is what that first sketch looked like to me, based on class of business

entity and/or scope and nature (sector) of products and services in a handful of areas:

* Sole Proprietorships - should be able to choose for themselves, regardless of

activity, but many would likely be for-profit because of their sector.

* Veblen/Luxury Goods - small for-profit worker-cooperatives or sole

proprietorship.
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* Customized Production (individually tailored goods) - small for-profit worker-

cooperatives or sole proprietorship.

* Goods & Services with Stable Standardization & Demonstrated Long-Term
Price-Inelastic Demand - non-profit worker-cooperative networks, or possibly

distributed, small-scale automated factories.

e Natural Resource Extraction & Allocation - non-profit worker cooperatives & for-

profit sole proprietorships.

* Customer Service, Training & Support - for-profit worker cooperatives.

* Specialized (Technocratic Guild) Education - for-profit worker cooperatives.

* Food Production - non-profit collectives & for-profit sole proprietorships.

* Banking & Financial Services - non-profit worker/member cooperatives.

* Insurance - non-profit worker/member cooperatives.

e Distribution & Retail - non-profit worker/member cooperatives.

* Artistic Expression - small for-profit worker cooperatives.

* Engineering & Technology - sole proprietorships or for-profit worker

cooperatives.

Circling back on democratic product and service valuation, any for-profit enterprise will
still have the value indexing of its goods and services - and the scope of its products,
services, jobs, activities and overall footprint in a given community - determined in large

part by Daily Direct Democracy and Citizens Councils. So just how profitable a company

will be is going to be heavily influenced by its conscious engagement with the community
and integration of the community's priorities, independent of its for-profit designation.
The incentive that profit offers in this context is to incorporate shared social values and

diffused cultural capital into the equation - to once again subjugate free enterprise to civil
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society. From a philosophical perspective, we could again say that "profit" in this milieu is
energized by a willingness to actualize collective egalitarian virtues, rather than an
obsession with individualistic materialism. It is intended to be a complete reframing of
what for-profit means within a context of horizontal collectivism. As such, we should
recognize the possibility of entirely new classes of business entity, and entirely new sectors
of business activity, that evolve around a prosocial focus. In such an environment, it seems
a certainty that human beings will be just as creative, complex and intricate at innovating
around the common good as they have been at inventing new forms of rent-seeking; we
have just offered up a much healthier flavor of cheese, and will go about defining and

managing it in participatory rather than autocratic or authoritarian ways.

That said, we can also identify some problems with the initial list - and indeed with this
entire approach. What rapidly becomes evident is that as neat as these kinds of divisions
may look on paper, in the real world they frequently overlap. For example, the same
enterprise may participate in goods or services subject to sustained periods of price-
inelastic demand, while at the same time producing luxury items; likewise, the same small
business may be involved in both natural resource extraction and customized production.
And of course there will be overlap between goods and services that fall under the
Universal Social Backbone (as some in this list already do), and those that participate in the
exchange economy. In addition, there may understandably be vociferous disagreement
over what constitutes perverse utility, or which products and services maximize holistic

value.

But accounting for such divisions and dynamics within a single enterprise will not be that
difficult - in fact this already happens in many larger organizations today, it's just that the
mechanisms are either legalistic and arbitrated via complex and costly litigation, or they
involve convoluted accounting practices. In a Level 7 enterprise, these burdens are
diminished by a relaxation of the profit motive on the one hand, and truly collective
enterprise governance on the other (i.e. the involvement of workers, consumers,
communities, and voters in the process...instead of just owner-shareholders). In fact this
should also help alleviate another counterproductive variable: the potential advantage

larger enterprises with greater internal resources might have over smaller ones in
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implementing and maintaining fluid adjustments. Even so, there is no reason why smaller
enterprises couldn't pool or network their most critical resources to match economies of
scale, while at the same time competing with each other. Across industries with increasing
standardization and long-term price stability, this has already happened after available

efficiencies were maximized.

However, due to the potential for increased complexity — and a desire to manage
concentrated capital accumulation itself - a "wealth tax" could be implemented that applies
to all fixed and liquid assets. Initially, this could be a progressively tiered tax for both
individuals and enterprises. Eventually, as more and more aspects of the overall exchange
economy are converted to common property shares (that is, as more and more property

advances to an egalitarian property position, and both private property and the exchange

economy itself attenuate), the wealth tax could be calculated on those shares, and
contribute directly to the social credits system that operationalizes the Universal Social
Backbone. In other words...the exchange economy will itself begin to shrink in overall size
and scope, as its functions are replaced more and more by enterprises within the social
credits system. And this is one reason why the USB is not really a contradiction, because
for-profit business and the profit incentive itself will ultimately be absorbed into the USB
over time, transforming them to non-profit activities. A longer-term goal, to be sure, and

an indication of transition beyond Level 7 to more morally advanced political economies.

Something that should also be kept in mind is that Level 7 also aims to create highly
diffused and distributed enterprises - all the way down to the community level if possible.
The idea is to promote localization of production and services, so that community
engagement in oversight and planning can have real traction. This also facilitates
competition between non-profit and for-profit enterprise at the local, regional and national
levels, as well as competition between non-profit collectives for USB infrastructure and
services at the local level. Thus the USB and overall economy is itself implemented and

managed in a decentralized way, but relies upon universally adopted standards. Another

Level 7 objective is to encourage friendly competition that replaces any antagonistic
rivalries, so that the long-term advantages of competing approaches to goods and services

can be maintained.
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Finally, it should be reiterated that all of this is linked to indexed wage considerations and

profit-sharing. From Political Economy and the Unitive Principle:

"The ratio between the salary of the highest paid individuals in a given field and that of the
lowest paid individuals in the same field - as well as what the highest and lowest wages
would be, the benefits of seniority, and other aspects of pay structure - could be publicly set
through a direct democratic process by the general populace for all businesses that are not
privately owned (i.e. for all businesses except sole proprietorships and very small
businesses). The same formula could be applied to the ownership of communal property
shares. To avoid rapid salary swings, changes could be incremented over time. In addition,
the highest and lowest wages across all of society could also be democratically set to reflect
their holistic value as evaluated and agreed upon by the electorate. In both cases, this wage-
setting process could be repeated regularly every few years. Using some combination of
consistent calculation factors, this would reflect a more equitable distribution of wages
within organizations and across whole industries, especially as some positions between
those organizations become interchangeable. To include a competitive variable in this
equation, profit-sharing would not be part of these set wages, but in addition to it.
However, profit-sharing could also be distributed according to exactly the same wage ratio.
There could of course be other profit distribution mechanisms, but the goal is to curtail the

stratospheric concentration of wealth in any individual or group of individuals."

Here again the intention is to reflect the values hierarchy expressed in the reframed profit
dynamics of the Level 7 exchange economy. This is really something that can be tactically
managed within each organization, so that the routinely scheduled public referenda would
be advisory, corrective and strategic in nature - part of the checks and balances that
facilitate a level playing field via a participatory values hierarchy. Of necessity, therefore,
all wage agreements within each organization would be made available for discussion,

analysis and debate via the Public Information Clearinghouse. At some point, we might also

conceive of a "wisdom-of-the-crowd" Al mechanism that contributes to both wage
calculations and intersubjective use values, where human behaviors are organically
observed across communities and society as a whole, providing a reliable hint of predictive
trends in-the-wild. The more contributing input streams the better, in my view, to

synthesize a truly dynamic and culturally responsive calculus.
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One obvious casualty of wage-setting consistent with Level 7 values will be competitive or
commissioned sales. In fact the entire orientation of sales culture will of necessity shift
away from "getting to yes by any means possible," often incentivized by carrot bonuses and
stick quotas, as this almost universally results in misleading tactics and manipulative
relationships within sales organizations and between resellers and customers. Instead,
"selling" will be about actually matching authentic customer needs and preferences with
the most appropriate, reliable, high-quality and innovative product or service - even in the
case of Veblen goods. And how is this new paradigm incentivized? By the potential
increase in value to common property shares for a successful enterprise over time, which
will be influenced by long-term community and customer satisfaction - and much less by

quarterly sales performance.

Now a question that inevitably arises to permeate discussions of for-profit enterprise is:
where do the profits go? Some portion will of course convert to common property shares,
which in turn will be owned by the workers and consumer-members of the cooperative.
And some portion will be paid into the USB system via the proposed wealth tax. Some
portion will be used to expand enlarge the enterprise or expand its capacities. I think there
is ample opportunity to experiment with new allocations and configurations, as well as
observe what has worked for existing for-profit cooperatives around throughout recent
history. In this instance, we need not reinvent the wheel...just steer it in a more socially

productive direction.

Of particular interest is the idea that common property shares are tradable, transferrable,
and accumulable. I frankly am still in the process of working out conceptions of this
landscape in detail, but this part of what makes communal assets semi-fungible: the
representation of their value in currency is dependent on like being exchangeable for like
across all zones of economic activity; they are mutually substitutable, with the main
limitation being that the residents of a given community (or workers in a particular
enterprise) are tied to assets in their local community and workplace. This an important
feature of Level 7 both via its representation of subsidiarity and its reinforcement of
community engagement and accountability. Along these lines, I think it would be critical

for there to be a gradual vesting schedule for accumulating and maintaining distributions
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of shares - a period during which a community member or worker-owner's percentage of
share allocation or ownership slowly increases (perhaps by 15-20% per year?) until fully

vested.

But what if a person moves from one locality to another, or changes employment? My
instinct would be to treat such movement similarly to how a primary residence in real
estate is considered in our current landscape (albeit without any realtors being involved):
assets would need to be relinquished - in exchange for their current value - back to the
community and the originating enterprise, with the expectation and restriction that the
proceeds be reinvested in a new locality or enterprise within a set period of time, and for
the current value of those assets to avoid subjection to a hefty wealth tax. Such a
reinvestment - which is essentially a transfer of like for like - would not be taxed, and
subject to minimal fees. At the place of origin, the relinquished assets could be held in
trust until either a) re-assigned to a new community member or worker/member-owner
who becomes fully vested over time; or b) redistributed to existing fully-vested community
members or worker/member-owners if the population or workforce remains static or

declines.

Why?

As to the whys and wherefores of Level 7's insistence on these values, priorities and
approaches, their advantages should be fairly clear to anyone who has studied the
deleterious impact of capitalism on civil society — and especially the flavor of capitalism so

aggressively and successfully championed by proponents of neoliberal ideology. But for

those as yet unfamiliar with the imperative to evolve beyond commercialistic corporatism
and conspicuous consumption, I've elaborate upon the central concerns here: A Case

Against Capitalism, Reviewing the Evidence. What I am proposing, therefore, is mainly an

intentional remedy the problems of modern capitalism. Wherever I have fallen short of

this, I am hopeful that others will take up the baton and run with it.
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Universal Social Backbone (Essential Infrastructure & Services) Examples

* Ubiquitous Technology: Pervasive internet communication technology and access
equality; renewable energy production that is highly distributed and available to all;
variations of equally available personal communications technology based on

universally implemented standards.

* End-to-End Mass Transit: So that regular schedules of bus, trolley, train and plane
can seamlessly transport people from within a mile of their homes to within a mile

of any other urban or suburban destination on the planet at a relatively low cost.

* Open Mediasphere: All media and communications platforms, technologies,
frequencies, channels and bandwidths are available to all contributors, and

accessible by all consumers.

* Equitable Legal Systems & Services: Public funding of all lawyers and legal

services; qualified judges appointed to limited terms by lottery and subject to recall

) “

votes; juries selected by lottery; adoption of Dworkin’s “Law as Integrity” or other

consistency standard.

* Protected Nutrition: Guaranteed availability of low-cost basic nutrition; a robust

and sustainable food supply (organic, genetically diverse, non-engineered); a move

away from large, centralized production to more distributed, local production.

e Universal Public Education: For all levels of education, in all disciplines, provided

equally to all applicants.

* Universal Wellness Services: For healing, health, well-being and self-care training

and resources in all dimensions, and inclusive of encouraging moral development.
e Universal Employment Training & Job Placement
* Universal Unemployment, Disability & Retirement Insurance

* Public Health & Safety Services: Well-provisioned and staffed fire, police,

ambulance, rescue, disaster mitigation, consumer protection, etc.
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* Public Housing: Temporary public housing when pursing education, transitioning
between jobs or regions, engaging in retraining, holding public office, or during

periods of disability, recovery or medical treatment.

* Member-Owned Banking: No more privately owned banks; no more privatize

profits with socialized risks; no more high-risk speculative instruments.

* Public Monetary System & Macroeconomic Stability: Monetary system styled

after the Chicago Plan (see “The Chicago Plan Revisited” at
http://www.imf.org/external /pubs/ft/wp /2012 /wp12202.pdf.), and a

favoring of a stable exchange rate and independent monetary policy over free

capital flows.
* Fundamental Scientific Research
* Public Mail & Shipping Service

* Reintegration, Rehabilitation & Training for All Non-Violent Criminals

In conclusion, all such facets of profit - including many not yet explored - will require
revisiting and adjusting according to real-world conditions. However, there is no reason to
doubt humanity's continued capacity to reinvent itself in response to new knowledge,
environments, technologies and systems of governance. In the spirit of Elinor Ostrom's
research on Common Pool Resource Management, we just need to appreciate the

design criteria that prove the most effective over time, and initiate community-level pilot
projects to test those assumptions with broader and more comprehensive scope. In fact,
why couldn't there be multiple pilot efforts that compete with each other for reliability,
scalability, sustainability and so forth? Regardless of implementation, pushing past a
theoretical reframing of profit to evaluating its efficacy in praxis has already become the

moral imperative of our time.
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Integral Lifework
Concepts, Tools & Assessments

by T.Collins Logan
Integral Lifework Trainer & Coach

Introduction

Integral Lifework aims to provide answers to life’s most challenging and intriguing
questions: Why do we suffer? How can we heal? What is love? What does healthy
relationship look like? How can we feel more empowered? Where should we go for
answers? How can we improve our discernment and skillfulness? Such questions are as
endless as they are relevant. And when we turn away from external dependence, when
we disrupt our habit of consuming answers from authorities and traditions outside
ourselves, we can begin to look inward. There, in the depths of our being, is everything
we need to soften our most potent fears, relinquish our most disruptive impulses, heal
from our most jagged wounds, and actualize our most precious dreams. Why would we
ever look elsewhere when such power and grace reside within?

However, the promise of external solutions erupts perpetually around us, and the
impulse to worshipfully embrace them is often aggressively reinforced. The cultural
and institutional pressures to rely on externals and motivate every action with
dysfunctional dependence are as pervasive as they are resistant to change. But that way
lies madness. External projections of hope are a tonic not for healing, but for a
perpetuation of every known malady and the invention of new ones. Science and
technology, for instance, cannot rescue us from ourselves but only replace one set of
challenges with another. The free market may commoditize innovation and creativity,
but it cannot solve any of our most difficult societal problems. Religious dogma cannot
escape its orbit around dominant cultural memes, but instead conforms to them over
time, no matter how revolutionary its foundations may have been. And the heady
heights of acquired knowledge — even those insights that can truly set us free — are not
the same as the deliberate, steady and disciplined effort of self-emancipation. There is in
fact nothing completely outside of our fragile vessel that will deliver us from barriers to
well-being or create a transformative existence on our behalf. We do not bear this
burden alone, but we alone are accountable for our choice to heal, grow and evolve. The
answers, resources and rewards are all within us.
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A friend of mine recently asked: “Do people really change?” I think to answer this
question we must first realize that many culturally sanctioned modes of being have
conditioned us to live in contradiction to who and what we actually are. So what feels
like positive change may really just be letting go of that conditioning, disabusing
ourselves of a false identity, and disconnecting our ego and willfulness from those old
habits. What can then draw us towards our genuine center is the discovery that
gratitude and love are already there within us; they are part of our nature — dominant
parts, in fact, that can govern most other aspects of our existence if we allow them to.
Through mindful interior awareness we will find this truth and unveil an abiding
connection with our ground of being, informing loving actions with insight and
wisdom. Thus real, substantive transformation is mainly a returning to Self, a gradual
dis-illusionment that discards substitutions in favor of authentic nourishment. Do people
really change? Yes, absolutely. With true love as our compass, we can become more
and more ourselves.

What is this critical aspect that resides within? What part of us promises real freedom,
strength and transformation? It is our capacity to embody agape, to affectionately and
compassionately care for all that we are — as individuals, as a collective, as part of the
biology and energy systems of the Earth, and as part of the fabric of the Universe itself.
Once we begin to embrace our own essential substance, turning away from the
superficiality, conformity and half-truths of everything we think we want and
everything we think we know, we can encounter the solid bedrock of our existence.
And when we touch that solid ground, when we feel its boundless energy and concrete
importance, there is no turning back. We can either attempt to deny our soul, or
embrace the inevitable momentum of love-consciousness and its evolutionary
consequences. This is the central purpose of Integral Lifework, and all of its concepts,
tools and practices support that end.

The following are intended as quick references to such concepts, tools and practices. All
of these plot along a dialectic arc where interior development is always accompanied by
exterior actualization; they all radiate out from the same center and are bound together
as inexorable progression, so that their interdependence becomes clear upon careful
examination. That said, there isn’t much exposition on theory here, so the relevance and
context for most of this would need to be understood from the books, essays and other
resources developed around Integral Lifework over the last dozen years, and from
which most of these tidbits are excerpted. You can access many of these resources, along
with further explanations of Integral Lifework itself, at www.integrallifework.com.

Many other related writings, including those which address ethics, politics, economics,
and many other topics inspired by my own Integral Lifework practice, can be found at
www.tcollinslogan.com. But as with any transformative practice, the most compelling

validation will always be experiential rather than theoretical.
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1. Relationship Matrix

The following chart provides ways to evaluate existing relationships and understand the
dynamics of new relationships as they are formed. The premise is simple: there are
many different levels of attraction and involvement, and unless there is a transparent,
mutual understanding of what specific combinations apply to any given relationship,
we are liable to either be disappointed and frustrated with our experiences, or to
inadvertently disappoint and frustrate others.

Level of Commitment: Type of Affinity or Attraction:

A. Profound (there has never been a 1. Spirit (a inexpressible but deep attraction
question about this being a lifelong and that shares a common understanding of
mutually committed relationship) events in the context of spiritual priorities)

B. Pronounced (one of our closest and most 2. Heart (sharing mutually important values,
important relationships) goals and attitudes — including spiritual

C. Moderate (social bonds like work ones)
relationships, those between doctors and 3. Mind (intellectual affinity — thinking alike or
patients, family members who aren’t understanding each other’s thought process
emotionally close to us, etc.) with surprising ease)

D. Mild (general commitment to social 4. Physical (enjoying how someone looks or
expectations, such as conforming to laws moves, the sound of their voice, their smell,
or traditions) etc.)

E. Dysfunctional (obsessive, addictive, or 5. Sexual (sexual attraction)
compulsive)

Circle of Intimacy: Level of Social Acknowledgement:
|. Devotional (wide open passionate worship a. Public (everyone knows)

that knows no bounds) b. Immediate Community (only our closest

Il.  Soul Friends (deep spiritual trust, openness, friends know)

sharing, mutual support and inspiration) c. Private (i.e. just us’ — we only

lll. Companionship (a comfortable closeness, acknowledge it between ourselves)

EMESE Sl Uiy i) d. Self (we know, but we haven’t shared with

IV. Compassionate (an unconditional anyone else — even the other person with
acceptance and desire to relieve suffering — whom we feel a connection)

often initially one-sided) e. Unknown (a relationship already exists, but

V. Convenience (sharing common, cooperative we haven’t consciously acknowledged it to
goals for a limited duration) ourselves)

Consider the many flavors of emotion and intention represented in the chart, and reflect
on past relationships that have failed in some way. Is there a correlation between the
type of connection you anticipated and what you actually experienced? Would the
relationship have recovered if either of you had been willing to accept what the other
offered, without confining it to preconceived notions of what “should have been?” In
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seeking out new friendships, have you been clear in your communication of the levels of
connection you are willing to offer and receive? With this matrix in mind, what
dynamics can you identify in your current relationships that might be the result of
unexpressed or unclear valuations in each area?

This approach can be used for all kinds of interpersonal relationships, each with its
unique combination of factors. For instance, one or more levels of Affinity may apply
(i.e. we might share both a “Mind” and “Heart” Affinity with the same person). It then
becomes that much more complex when one person feels multiple levels of Affinity or
Attraction, while the object of their affection reciprocates on a different level. When two
people have completely dissimilar understandings of what attracts them, what level of
social acknowledgement exists, or what kind of intimacy is expected, the potential for
disappointment, frustration and/or conflict is high.

Exercise

Print out two copies of the Relationship Matrix chart, and invite one or more members
of your closest relationships to “rate” each area of your relationship while you do the
same on the second copy. Be honest and considerate in your assessment — perhaps
spending a day or two contemplating it — then sit down together and compare your
ratings. Be prepared for surprises. You may find your connection affirmed in new
ways, or you may find an area of difference that requires more discussion - it is, in fact,
very likely that such a difference has caused tension in the past.
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2. Integral Lifework Nourishment Assessment

For all thirteen areas of essential self-care, there will be a range of what constitutes high
quality nourishment in each dimension, a range that will change from person to person,
and even for the same person over the course of their life. In order to measure this, I
developed this simple self-assessment to create a discussion around self-care. There are
many ways to evaluate how we are doing in these areas, but one way is to rate your
level of satisfaction in each dimension, taking your time to observe and weigh your
levels of skillful nurturing, satisfaction and contentment from day-to-day. What I've
also found is that one of the best ways to gain insight into this area is to not only
complete the Assessment yourself, but to have a couple of close friends or family
members complete the Assessment on your behalf, offering their own opinions with
honesty, humility and compassion. It is important to let each person finish the
assessment independently before comparing or discussing them.

In the chart on the following page, consider the combination of intentions, practices,
habits and natural rhythms in your life that contribute to the nourishment of each
dimension, and rate them according to the following values:

—_

Extremely dissatisfied, doing very poorly

N

Slightly dissatisfied or doing a bit poorly, below expectations

3. Satisfied, doing okay, though could still improve

i

Satisfied and content, meeting expectations

o

Extremely satisfied, doing very well, above expectations

When someone else is evaluating you, they will use the same values to indicate how
well they feel you are doing in each area (I suppose you could say it will be their level of
satisfaction, because they care about you). After everyone has completed the exercise,
take some time to compare how you rated yourself in one dimension with how other
people rated you there. Did the observations of others align with how you see yourself?
If not, why do you think that is the case? Did all dimensions have fairly similar ratings —
are they in balance with each other? Are there areas you would like to improve? If you
discover one or more aspects of yourself that may be undernourished, consider giving
them some special attention over the next week or two, providing targeted care,
compassion and nurturing for those dimensions. Then, if you try this assessment again
at a later date, you will be able to track how your self-care changes over time — and of
course you can have others retry it as well.
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Rate Notes

Physical health and well-being — consider diet, exercise, physical strength, energy,
quality of sleep, chronic or recurring illness, managing weight, and overall sense of well-
being. Are you happy with your body? Is your body happy with you?

Positive emotions, creativity and self-expression — consider self-expression, honesty
and authenticity in communication, regular creativity and imagination, overall
happiness and contentment, sense of playfulness. Is there lots of joy?

Relationships and social acceptance — consider quality of friendships, feeling
appreciated and valued, regular expressions of affection between you and friends and
family, overall sense of connectedness and intimacy, and sense of belonging.

Learning and intellectual stimulation — consider regular exposure to new ideas and
opinions, excitement about learning, diversity of interests, mental alertness, overall
sense of intellectual curiosity and openness, and ability to think carefully and critically.
Do new ideas and information excite you? Are you curious?

Accomplishment and fulfillment — consider satisfaction over career, hobbies and life’s
work, sense of overall purpose, excitement about plans and goals, strength of focus,
and your endurance and follow-through. Do you feel purposeful each day?

Spiritual Ground — consider the strength and consistency of connection and relationship
with Inner Light, Divine Presence, Spirit, Spirit Guide(s), Soul, Spiritual Realm, Ground of
All Being, Essence, Universal Consciousness or other spiritual dimension; consider ability
to convert that into action, especially generosity of time, energy and resources, and
regular gratitude. Is your spirit thriving?

Healing of the past — consider level of peace, tranquility, forgiveness and healing
around any past events, as well as the quality of relationships with all family members
in the present. Do you get along well? Is there lots of love?

Legacy, pleasure and reproduction — consider quality and character of what will be left
behind after your death, the frequency of pleasurable experiences, and the sense of
safety and stability in the home environment. Do you feel secure?

Ease of shifting between different modes of processing your experiences — evaluate
how easy it is to move from a logical, intellectual way of thinking to a felt or intuitive
mode of being; or from being grounded in the body’s felt sensations and messages to
analytical thought; or from any of these to a deeply spiritual space within; or from any
one of these to any other. Do you feel flexible?

Self-concept — consider self-confidence and possession of a clear and accurate
awareness about your own strengths and weaknesses; consider compassionate
acceptance of own faults and idiosyncrasies while at the same time being able to
remain humble. Do you feel courageous? Do you respect yourself?

Sexuality — consider level of satisfaction with sex life, level of genuine intimacy and
sensitivity with your body and your partner, quality of physical openness, enjoyment of
own body, and confidence with sexuality. Are you satisfied?

Integrity — evaluate your ability to harmonize thoughts and intentions with words,
words with actions, and actions with taking responsibility for the consequences of those
actions. Do all of these align with each other?

Artful will — consider how often you feel “in the flow,” where everything in your life
feels like it is in harmony, where synchronicity happens and you sense you are moving
in the right direction. Contrast that with how often you feel frustrated and “out-of-
synch.” Do you feel like the stars are aligning for you (5), or do you feel thwarted (1)?
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3. Insight into “the Good of All” as Guiding Intentionality
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If we allow responsible and skillful love to instruct and refine all other emotions,
thoughts, behaviors and intentions — all impulses of consciousness, body and will - we
begin to arrive at values hierarchies that are not only internally consistent, but energize a
clearly defined nurturing and transformational process amid complex and competing
priorities. To state this principle in another way: without the cofactor of love, the
nutrients available to different dimensions of our being cannot be properly metabolized.
You could even say that a paucity of love is our greatest barrier to wholeness and well-
being. The felt experience of compassionate affection must develop in parallel with
every other aspect of self; it is both a prerequisite and product of nurturing efforts.
Authentic love is also the fullest expression possible of our particular level of moral
development; it progressively defines what we value and encourages how courageously
we act on those valuations. This leads to one way we can define love-consciousness:
love that has become fully conscious within us, producing a sensitivity that is wholly
infused with agape and invested in ever-expanding arenas of compassionate action.
Another way to say this is that our moral development reflects the maturation of love
within us, and this in turn defines how skillfully we can achieve multidimensional
nourishment for ourselves and throughout all of our interactions. Our energy exchanges
with others and our environment — at all levels — become the very currency of love and
the evidence of its sovereignty in our life.

In this way all energy exchanges are framed within a broader context. A meal lovingly
prepared for us by a friend is a lot more satisfying than a quick snack alone. Adorn that
meal with a special occasion — a favorite holiday, a birthday, an anniversary — and it
becomes memorable as well, nourishing our heart and spirit. In the same way, when we
approach the thirteen nourishment dimensions of Integral Lifework with a consistent,
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guiding intentionality behind our actions, we enhance the value of our practice. If we
care about what we are doing because it supports a deeper conviction about why we
should act, then we can make choices with more confidence and execute them with more
zeal and perseverance. This is how intentions impact our nourishing style and capacity.
In one way, love itself performs this supportive function, and when we are immersed in
love-consciousness we tend to act from that state of being without calling upon anything
greater. Love justifies itself. But what supports love? What is the governing intention
behind the will to be caring and compassionate? Often we will find that the life purpose
we identify for ourselves fulfills that function, acting as a backdrop against which all
decisions can be measured. But what is the backdrop for our backdrop? What supports
us when we temporarily lose our personal vision, or fall out of love for a while, or
stumble across new barriers that seem intimidating or insurmountable?

One answer many traditions offer us is an overarching desire for the good of All. That
is, what benefits everyone, including ourselves, to the greatest degree. Before making
any major decision, if I ask myself “is this for the good of All?” I can begin aligning my
intention with a higher stratum of moral valuation and a broader, more inclusive
purpose. I may not always know for a certainty the answer to that question, but if I ask
it, I am at least examining my own heart for any signs of willfulness, and offering up an
eagerness to participate in something greater than my own ego-gratification. And
creating that softness of heart, that willingness to align myself with a greater good,
opens a channel to wisdom and insight.

You might be asking: “Wait a minute, how can we ever know for certain what the good
of All really is? Isn’t that kind of bigheaded?” And of course that is one of the dangers.
If we assert that we have been granted some special dispensation to stand for good in
the world, and that therefore whatever we desire is for the good of All, then we can fall
into a classic trap of willful ignorance amplified by unrepentant arrogance, and lose
ourselves in megalomaniacal delusion. At the other extreme, if we deny our innate
capacity for wisdom and discernment, submitting instead to a sense of helpless
inevitability, we will annihilate our potential for conscious contribution to all-inclusive
beneficial outcomes. So embracing a guiding intentionality requires just the right
balance of courage and humility, relying on an inner conviction, a certainty of faith, that
the good of All is possible — perhaps even inevitable — and that we can and will
contribute to it. We are confident not in our having the perfect solution, but in our
willingness and eagerness to be part of a solution. Our fundamental belief that the good
of All deserves to be manifested and indeed cries out to be manifested is what calls us
forth and draws us onward.
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4. Encountering Discernment in Neutral Awareness

Creating neutral awareness is a potent kind of watchfulness, because no one idea or
experience is allowed to dominate, and competing convictions, emotions, and tendencies
of will can be held simultaneously without anxiety or drama. There is no sense of
conclusion, because we remove ourselves from direct contact with all these
simultaneous considerations. We can calmly harness our thoughts, emotions, intuitions
and sensations in a web of seeming incongruity and overwhelming information, and still
be at peace. In fact, from this suspended state, we will often discover surprising
interconnectedness. We can see patterns which unify, which show us how diverging
ideas or evidences are not as mutually exclusive as they once appeared — for there is
almost always interaction and overlap between all forces and fixed points, no matter
how far apart they at first appear to be. We discern new relationships, harmonies and
coalescences, and when we cannot immediately reconcile one observation with another,
the uncertainty does not disturb us. I use the term “the art of suspension” to describe
the cultivation of this neutral awareness. It welcomes us into this space of all-
encompassing neutrality, conditioning our mind for a meta-cognitive process whereby
everything can be definite, but nothing certain, thus providing us a powerful method of
accessing wisdom and discernment.
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One way to invite neutral awareness is through a kind of meditation that is, well, more
like non-meditation. Just sit comfortably, close your eyes, and let yourself be still. For
many of us, our thoughts, emotions and physical sensations will keep trying to overtake
our attention. But if we free that attention entirely from any specific focus, and settle
into a receptive quiet from which all stimuli — the chatter of our thoughts, the aching in
our muscles, the sounds around us, the emotional tension of our day — fall away from
our conscious focus, we can begin to intuit what really exists within the remaining
silence. As with all forms of meditation, it is important to avoid willing our minds into
or away from anything. Instead, we can begin by being attentive to each feeling,
thought or sensation that arises, resting in them a while without reacting to them and
just letting them be. Then, as naturally and effortlessly as they have arisen, we can let
them go. A bird rises on invisible currents, its wings unmoving, then vanishes from
sight. When held gently within our guiding intention to invite the good of All, such
letting go is a returning to an emptiness that is neutral, acquiescent, and brimming with
fullness at the same time.
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5. Contemplative States & Emotional Transformation

Although various traditions of contemplation, meditation and prayer have different
numbers of states, stations or stages, and uses different names and subsets of
characteristics — emphasizing heart over mind, mind over heart, or transcendent sense
over both heart and mind — I would hypothesize that the contemplative-emotive process
outlined below occurs intuitively throughout all of them, even where it is not
specifically identified. If this is indeed true, then the contemplative-emotive model can
be used to design an integrated meditative practice. It can also be used gauge the
aftereffects of our experiences and to measure our actualization of transformative
insights. Without being distracted from a tranquil, compassionate and empowered
existence, we can consider these states as we move forward, evaluating the impact they
have on our life. But we must also remember a most important caveat in any meditative
journey: if we are forever trying to pursue, interpret, define and compartmentalize
“moments of enlightenment,” we will be preventing the enrichment of our being by
holding on to such ideas. Instead, we can continually refresh the habit of letting go, and
simply enjoy the indescribable Light that flourishes within and without.

“Just as catching a fish takes as long as it takes for the fish to bite, so it is with meditation.
There is no guarantee the fish will bite today. We must simply work and accept the
results when they come.” Tsung Hwa Jou, Tao of Meditation

Contemplative States

Cycle of Emotional Transformation

Simple Reflection: We become consciously aware
of all phenomena and begin reflecting on them.

Contemplative Self-Awareness: We become
consciously aware of the process of simple reflection
as it occurs in us from moment-to-moment,
observing and evaluating the qualities of this
process.

Suspended Valuation: We consciously suspend
valuation altogether, and just observe our
experiences, thoughts, feelings and physical
sensations without placing them in the context of our
values, beliefs or assumptions.

Non-Thought Awareness: We let go of both
valuations and any thought process, entering into a
state of mental, emotional and sensory quiet — even
though we may still be consciously observing this
state in ourselves, we do not reflect on it.

Non-Thought Non-Awareness: We stop
acknowledging even the supersensory, just as we
did the sensory, and directly experience the bedrock
of our own existence - the foundations of our sense
of self and our relationship to the Universe.

Non-Being Awareness: We cease to discriminate

Recognition: We recognize and acknowledge our
current emotional state.

Examination: Without judgment or overreaction,
we examine and accept our emotions.

Admission: We admit to ourselves that change
would be beneficial — that having a different
emotional state would be more healthy and
productive.

Detachment: We let go of the counterproductive
feelings — that is, relax our emotional state until is
greatly diminished, or dissipates completely. We
may also choose to relinquish some of the
underlying beliefs or assumptions that brought this
state about.

Equilibrium: We achieve a state of neutral and
objective calm where we can decide in which
emotional direction we wish to go next.

Commitment: We choose a specific new
emotional direction and begin to actuate that state.

Action: We facilitate and support the newly
chosen state with reinforcing actions, thoughts,
beliefs, experiences, etc.
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between the state of non-thought non-awareness
and any independently constructed sense of self —
we come to identify ourselves with this state and
thus develop a subjective submersion in “non-being.”

7. Non-Being Non-Awareness: Where self-
awareness and other-awareness — and any
acknowledgement of subject and object — completely
evaporate.

8. Evaluation: We review the efficacy of our patterns
of thought, emotion and behavior to see if they
actually reinforce our chosen state.

The tacit implication of meditation, contemplation and prayer is that clear targets for

emotional transformation will arise as a natural course of practice. However, it is

helpful to capture some of the themes and characteristics that frequently occur across

many different traditions regarding a “Healthy Emotional State” or an “Unhealthy

Emotional State.” From a purely evolutionary perspective, the prosocial benefits are

fairly obvious, so these can also be appreciated in terms of psychological, social and

moral development.

Healthy Emotional State

Unhealthy Emotional State

Courage to defend the well-being of Self and others, with
patience and forbearance

Indignant, self-righteous rage, which is easily provoked
and unconcerned about the damage it inflicts

Compassionate desire to nourish others with wisdom
and kindness, while at the same time sustaining our own
well-being

Compulsive need to rescue others without considering
our own well-being or what is truly best for those being
“rescued”

Love that has no conditions or expectations attached to
it, and that patiently accepts another’s shortcomings

A desire to control disguised as attention and devotion,
but which impatiently demands specific reciprocation

Self-controlled ordering of effort according to what
supports our values system

Impulsive submission to every urgent or self-indulgent
whim without a thought for what is important

Patience for, and an attempt to understand, those who
oppose or antagonize us

Fear, paranoia and hatred of things we do not
understand

Gratitude and forgiveness

Resentment and divisiveness

Acceptance and flexibility with whatever comes our way

Resistance to change and panic when things seem out
of control

Honesty and openness

Avoidance, denial and deception

Peaceful and supportive internal dialogues

Chaotic and demeaning internal dialogues

Admiration and encouragement

Jealousy and criticism

Contentment in any situation, rich or poor, because our
focus is on the quality of our relationships,
operationalizing values and deepening our wisdom

Greed and avarice: a compelling desire to possess
material power and wealth

Guilt and shame, which resolves into humility and a
renewed commitment to growth and maturity

Perpetual, unresolved guilt and shame, which injures
self-esteem and cripples any ability to change

Vulnerable and joyful sharing of sexual intimacy in the
context of socially responsible, mutually considered
relationships

Wanton lust: an immersion in carnality without
considering emotional, interpersonal or societal
consequences

Mutual inspiration to greater achievement through fair-
spirited competition and/or cooperation

Egotistical competitiveness, which craves victory at any
cost

Confidence with humility

Self-aggrandizing arrogance

Taking pleasure in the success of others

Taking pleasure in the suffering of others

Hope and faith in positive outcomes

Despair and pessimism: presuming doom
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6. Foundational Meditation Exercises

Gratitude Meditation

1. Objective: Between 15 and 75 minutes of continuous meditation each day. If you
can, insulate this with a buffer of five minutes before and after so it doesn’t feel
rushed, and so you have time to reflect on your experiences.

2. Find a quiet place to sit and relax where you won’t be interrupted or distracted, and
begin your meditation with an inner commitment to a broader goal than just
personal edification, i.e. “May this be for the good of All.”

3. Relax every part of your body. Start with your hands and feet — perhaps moving
them or shaking them a little to release tension — then your arms and legs, then your
torso, head and neck.

4. Breathe deeply and evenly into your stomach, preferably in through the nose and
out through the mouth, so that your shoulders remain still but your stomach
“inflates.” Practice this until you are comfortable with it.

5. In the middle of your chest, just above and behind your sternum, gradually fill your
heart with gratitude. It need not be directed at anything or anyone, but you could
shape this as an offering to the Source of Life, or Nature, or Deity, or simply to the
present moment.

6. Begin with a small point of feeling, and allow it to slowly spread with each breath
until it fills your whole being. For some, it may be helpful to visualize this spreading
gratitude as light emanating from a point in the center of the chest. Maintain this
state for as long as you can.

7. As other images, sensations, feelings, or thoughts arise, let them go and return to
your offering of gratitude.

8. If you become disquieted, uncomfortable, jittery, or severely disoriented, try to relax
through it. If the sensations persist or become extreme, cease all meditation for the
day.

9. Afterwards, give yourself emotional space and time to process what you have
experienced. Just be with what has happened without judgment or a sense of
conclusion.

“Tust for Today” Daily Reflections

Another approach to interior discipline is to reflect in a structured way on concepts that
that commonly fall within mystical experience, or that frequently surface in mystical
writings. To this end, I have provided a list of daily reflections below. Because these
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can accompany other activities, they may be a helpful starting point for some. Pick two
or three at random that appeal to you, copy them down to take with you, and try the
“Just for Today” reflective practice on for size. Throughout the day, speak them aloud
or silently as questions, as affirmations, as declarations. Apply them thoughtfully to
your interactions and your responses in each new situation. Try to feel each of them in
your heart as a hope, as a desire, as a belief, and as an acceptance of what already is.

As one example of practice, you might enjoy reciting them each morning while going for
a walk — a continuous walking reflection of perhaps thirty minutes. After speaking each
phrase aloud or silently, listen to the silence afterwards, noticing the reactions of your
heart, mind, body and spirit. When finished, open yourself to whatever is around you
and revel in the present. In the evening, try repeating this process as a reconsideration
of your day. Each reflection can be directed toward ourselves, toward others, toward all
that we understand to exist, toward Deity we worship, or even toward the
unknown. There are therefore many implications for each phrase. Repeating the
reflections, each time with a unique audience or objective in mind (or none at all) can
evoke new meaning and have surprising impact on our lives even after years of
repetition.

1. Just for today, patience and acceptance in all things
Just for today, nothing has to be wrong
Just for today, acknowledgment without prejudice in every situation

Just for today, courage to be compassionate and kind to all

S

Just for today, embracing the realm of Nature as part of Self, with honor and respect
for All

6. Just for today, remembering the well-being of others, nourishing them through being
well

7. Just for today, transforming all things into the good of All

8. Just for today, faith which far exceeds all hopes, desires and fears

9. Just for today, insight and understanding into fruitful conduct

10. Just for today, listening from stillness, and seeing what is

11. Just for today, confidence without arrogance, and humility without passivity
12. Just for today, clarity and sincerity in purpose and intentions

13. Just for today, balance in caring for the house of Self and all the selves within

14. Just for today, tranquility in relinquishing ego, and flowing with the Source of Life,
Liberty, Love and Light

15. Just for today, a generous spirit, free from attachment and expectation
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16
17

18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

27

. Just for today, being in the now, without illusions

. Just for today, honesty and integrity in all situations

Just for today, thoughts and words that edify, encourage and inspire
Just for today, with each breath, breathing in wholeness and vitality
Just for today, diligence and mindfulness in every moment

Just for today, persisting gratitude from the heart, and celebration in every action
and interaction

Just for today, filled with Divine laughter, the heart sings

Just for today, ease and simplicity in every choice

Just for today, a living example with conviction and contentment
Just for today, creating something, destroying nothing

Just for today, great care with whims and wishes

. Just for today, the soul is never compromised

Mantra Meditation with Visualization

Int

Objective: Between 15 and 75 minutes of continuous meditation each day. If you
can, insulate this with a buffer of five minutes before and after. It is best to practice
this meditation only after several weeks practicing the Gratitude Meditation above.

Find a quiet place to sit and relax where you won’t be disturbed or distracted, and
begin your meditation with an inner commitment to the golden intention.

Relax every part of your body. Start with your hands and feet — perhaps moving
them or shaking them a little to release tension — then your arms and legs, then your
torso, head and neck.

Breathe deeply and evenly into your stomach, preferably through the nose, so that

77

your shoulders remain still but your stomach “inflates.” Practice this until you are

comfortable with it.

Begin the “four-fold” breath — that is: breathe in slowly, hold for the length of a
breath, breathe out slowly, rest for the length of a breath. Practice this until you are
comfortable with it.

On the inhale, say the first part of this mantra, “The Sacred Self,” with your internal
voice. During the held breath, hold this thought and let it fill you.
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10.

11.

On the exhale, say the second part of this mantra, “in All is One,” with your internal
voice. During the rest period, relax into this thought; let it permeate your being with
acceptance and certainty.

As images, sensations, feelings, or thoughts arise, let them go and return to the
mantra.

As you become comfortable residing in this mantra, add a progression of
visualizations. First, imagine someone you respect or admire sitting facing you and
continue the mantra. After a time, change the visualization to someone with whom
you have a loving, mutually respectful relationship. Lastly, change your focus to a
person you do not like, who is antagonistic to you or your way of being, or with
whom you have not found any common ground. Maintain your visualization of
each person for as long as possible.

If you become disquieted, uncomfortable, jittery, or severely disoriented, try to relax
through it. If uncomfortable sensations persist or become extreme, cease all
meditation for the day.

Give yourself space after your meditation to process what you have experienced.
Just be with what has happened without judgment or a sense of conclusion.
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7. Fred’s Thought Experiment & Our Relationship with Meaning
Fred and the Bubble of Nothingness

Imagine a bubble of nothingness. Absolute nothingness. Not even a thought can
penetrate this bubble. Not even an all-powerful Deity, for the non-space and non-time
inside this bubble don’t even exist and have never existed. It is, in fact, a nonexistence
that preceded even our conception of it, in the moment before these sentences were
written or read. Inside this bubble of nothingness lives a fellow named Fred. For my
own entertainment, I like to imagine him wearing a burgundy sweater and gold wire
glasses, sitting at an immense roll-top desk of some richly grained hardwood. Fred is
humming to himself and thinking about the essence of his reality as it flows in all
directions around him; he does not perceive himself to be in a finite bubble at all. What
to us is a non-concept of nonexistence is, in fact, Fred’s ever-expanding universe — albeit
of “nothingness.” Taking a sip of hot chocolate, Fred imagines a realm that utterly
contradicts his own: a realm of existence, complete with galaxies, spiritual forces and
sapient beings. He even imagines you reading about him right now. But from Fred’s
perspective, his own universe occupies everything that has meaning and reality for him,
and all that exists for you and me is trapped within Fred’s bubble of rich — but
objectively finite — imagination. Just as we view Fred as a negation of all that is for us,
Fred views us as a negation of all that is not for him.

Then Fred moves on to other thoughts, and you yourself finish reading this description
of Fred. Soon, both of you have pretty much forgotten about each other, but a question
remains: what is the meaning of Fred to you? And what is the nature of everything in
our Universe — everything that we can ever imagine or experience, even an all-
encompassing, all-powerful Deity — to Fred? Clearly, with a shrug and another sip of
hot chocolate, Fred can dismiss everything that we are, and all that we dream we are, as
completely insignificant, just as we can easily dispense with everything that Fred
imagines he is — Fred doesn’t exist, after all! This shows us how the contrast between
our conception of reality and our direct experience of reality necessitates meaning, and
how all meaning is therefore interdependent — that is, created by the context of one thing
relating to another. This is not only true for the extreme dichotomy of existence and
non-existence, but also for every subtle gradient of differentiation we perceive both in
the external Universe, and in ourselves. Externally we differentiate a beautiful flower
from a bothersome weed, a refreshing rain from an overwhelming deluge, a pleasant
fragrance from a cloying stench, or an exciting adventure from a terrifying crisis.
Internally we compare and contrast the inspiring flame of passion and the destructive
heat of anger, overconfident knowledge and humble wisdom, a humorous observation
and a demeaning jibe, a brilliant insight and deluded insanity. And with each choice to
separate and evaluate what we encounter, we perpetually construct and support all of
our most fundamental beliefs.
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Passive vs. Active Assignment of Meaning

What if we let go of our assumptions? What if we pretend, for the sake of stepping into
a different perspective, that despite all we have learned we have no idea what anything
in our life means? To be free of any presumption of meaning would allow us to accept
whatever we encounter without prejudice, wouldn’t it? That is, we would be able to
experience events without confining ourselves to a predetermined valuation of those
experiences. And as we greet each experience with unconditional acceptance, a new
confidence emerges: that we can decide the value of something, instead of accepting
what our habitual thinking tells us. Such a state of conscious neutrality — leading first to
unconditional acceptance, and then to an intentionally interdependent construction of
meaning — empowers us to exit the prison of our own arrogance, and open ourselves to
whatever truths are present in this moment. This is the key to the door of an ever-
expanding multidimensional perception, because we can then explore information outside
of our habitual thinking and culturally programmed definitions using every dimension
of our being.

Passive Assignment of Meaning

New
Information

EVALUATION: Does the new
information allign with our

”

Not Sure? <\;I experience, beliefs, assumptions
and/or moral valuations?

We reject, suppress, @ We reject or

or rely on guidance suppress new
from external sources Yes information

No

ys

We accept and
incorporate new
information
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Active Assignment of Meaning

We suspend our sense
of certainty, remain
open, and look inward
for guidance

New
Information

EVALUATION: Does the new

1
1 . . h ;
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8. Primary Drives, Fulfillment Impulses, Motivation & Functional Intelligence

Motivational Awareness & Integration Process

Cognitive psychology has frequently ascribed two categories to motivation to help
explain it: that which influences us to react because it is imposed on us from outside
ourselves (extrinsic motivation), and that which we generate internally to compel
ourselves into action (intrinsic motivation). What is really being described here is, I
think, a graduated shift from motivational influences we have not yet accepted or
integrated and which, consequently, we respond to in more reactive or reflexive ways,
and those motivational influences we have fully accepted and integrated into our
conscious way of thinking. The chart below captures the array of motivational

responses that can occur when the evaluation and integration axes interact.

Fully Accepted
& Integrated

Acceptance &
Integration
Process

Not Integrated
or Accepted

Amblet?yaifoﬁglcmt a Fully aware of external
Full awareness of . . motivational influence
- } influence that is .
Fully Aware with motlvgtlonal influence partially integrated and corllsm.ously
. with complete but fullv aware of it:& evaluating it, but
Conscul)us acceptance & eny ~qino in tending toward rejection
Evaluation integration cognsgcio%s or non-integration of
X that influence
. L processing and
(actively intrinsic) evaluation of that
L (actively extrinsic)
motivation
Partial awareness of Partial awareness of Partial awareness of
motivational influence motivational external motivational
Motivational and beginning of influence with .
. . influence & tendency
Awareness evalgatlon process discomfort, toward reflexive
& Evaluation with po§|t|ve ambivalence or rejection & non-
Process expectation of avoidance regarding int(Je ration of that
inclusion its acceptance & giJanuence
integration
No awareness or
No awareness or No awareness or
. acceptance of external
acceptance of evaluation of motivational influence
motivational influence, motivational and a tendency to
Unaware, but already influence, but reflexively g
Unconscious u.nconsc!ouslly nonethgless unconsciously reject
& Reflexive integrating it unconsciously that influence
beginning to accept
(reflexively intrinsic) and integrate it (reflexively extrinsic)
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When we look at this chart, we can generate a working definition of what the extremes
of the intrinsic/extrinsic spectrum really are. Either we are being driven by reflexive
impulses or by conscious decisions; either our actions are governed by external
influences or by internalized values. The ideal state, of course, is to be consciously
aware of our motivational process, and at the same time be able to integrate what we
value into our current mode of being. Am I able to find contentment and serenity within
myself regardless of my circumstances from moment to moment, or am I constantly
reacting to my environment in a reflexive and unconscious way? Am I able to feel
compassion and affection spontaneously and without preconditions, or do I rely on
others to demonstrate their feelings or fulfill certain requirements before I can express
love? Have I created an interior purpose to energize me and draw me forward through
my day, or do I respond to an environment’s demands on me without thinking about it?
Are the reasons I do things from moment to moment consciously justified and
intrinsically valued, or unconsciously accepted after they have been externally imposed?
I think this may be a useful model of what “extrinsic” and “intrinsic” motivations really
represent.

Whatever our motivational pattern is, it is not set in stone. We always have a choice to
shift from reflexive and external dependencies to conscious and internal self-sufficiency.
In fact, that is something we tend to do naturally over time anyway. We begin life
totally dependent on the guidance of our parents and the boundaries set by our
environment, but slowly we integrate that guidance and those boundaries into our self-
governance. And at some point we will probably even question those integrated
guidelines, synthesizing new ones from our own questioning and some new
experiences. So we always have a choice. What influences us most to rely on our
internal compass instead of external pressure? I think it is habit. There is tremendous
comfort and security in familiar, unconscious habits, and breaking free from them can be
a scary undertaking. But if we decide to consciously process how we are reacting to
various situations, we can begin to challenge those habits and break free from unhealthy
patterns. So the compelling question is not what motivates us, but how aware we are of
what motivates us.

But why does it matter? Because without appropriate, compelling, immediate,
internally generated motivation, our efforts can have oppressive and even crippling
effects over time. When we push ourselves forward on autopilot, relying on decisions
we made years previously or on external structures that guide our responses, our
emotional life will become flat and disinterested and our efforts strained. When our
responses are dependent solely on such habits or the pressures of our external
environment rather than internal inspiration, we may even unconsciously create crises
and conflict around us to keep ourselves reactively engaged. If we cannot frequently
and actively evaluate our motivations, we will accumulate a number of negative and
antagonistic results: We may sabotage our success in areas that are important to us; we
may alienate loved ones; we may become depressed or physically ill. All because we
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resist tuning in to what we value most — what is meant to keep us focused and inspired
in the current moment.

So that is our choice: to remain diligent, conscious and self-aware about our
motivational landscape, or to default to unconscious impulses or automatic
programming. Intrinsically generated and conscious, or extrinsically reactive and
unconscious. As we differentiate between these extremes, we must ask ourselves how to
best cultivate motivational awareness. How will we discern what our interior world
looks like from moment to moment? How can we actively navigate it to find the
motivations we require? How can we shift out of habitual reactions to more conscious
modes of being? The next section begins to answer these questions. For a start, let’s take
a look at the first two elements of the Integral Lifework motivational diagram and see
what can be uncovered.

Primary Drives & Fulfillment Impulses

Primary # Fulfilment # Intrinsic & Extrinsic
Drives Impulses Reinforcement

Identlty & Values Fulflllment Level of Moral
3 Nourishing Style H Self-Efficacy & Nourishing
Self-Awareness ';5( & Capacity Self-Worth Habits

To begin, it is helpful to distinguish motivations from primary drives. A primary drive

is a fundamental imperative that nearly everyone shares, facilitating survival of the
species. A motivation results from a series of complex events and interactions (note that
the “Motivations” element is pretty far along in the diagram), but ultimately serves one
or more of these primary drives. It’s like having different approaches to achieve the
same outcome, and as we have already seen, each approach will be uniquely suited to
each situation, and each person has a unique way of creating and expressing their own
approach. But let’s dig into this a little. First, here are the four basic survival drives as
they are defined in Integral Lifework:

¢ To Exist

* To Experience
* To Adapt

* To Affect
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These fundamental drives govern everything we do and relate to every aspect of our
existence. The focus of each drive — the processing space within which it operates —
shifts constantly, but the drive is ever-present. For example, in one moment I am
concerned only with myself in the now: how I exist in this instant; how I experience this
instant; how I adapt to this experience; and how I have an effect on my own experience.
In the next moment I am concerned with someone or something else, perhaps in a more
expanded time-space: how some event in history is perpetuated in memory (existence);
how others may share my experience of joy; how my elderly neighbors will adapt to the
impending road construction in our neighborhood; how a child will affect the life of their
canine companion. The concept of widening circles of interaction will also become
important in understanding our own evolution of being. But regardless of where we are
along the arc of an ever-expanding self-concept, we cannot escape our primary drives.

We do, however, have a great deal of choice in how those drives are satisfied. Layered
on top of primary drives are sixteen different fulfillment impulses. These fulfillment
impulses contribute to how our motivations are defined and reinforced, and are
instrumental in corralling all our efforts to serve primary drives. They also help us
understand what constitutes full-spectrum nourishment, because every type of
nourishment ultimately satisfies one or more fulfillment impulse. So primary drives
generate fulfillment impulses, which in turn lead to motivations that are satisfied by
essential nourishment. Simple, right? It will become clearer in a moment, but here is
why this process of motivation-synthesis is relevant: once we understand how
motivations are formed and how they contributed to our day-to-day well-being, we can
begin to consciously shape that process. And once we shape that process, we can resist
the pitfalls of externalized or habit-based motivation. We can then be set free from
attachment to past patterns of survival and reliance on external structures to nurture
ourselves. We can live fully in this moment for a clear and empowering purpose we
choose in accordance with the values we consciously cherish. And we can offer true
love a prominent role in this process. In other words, we can ultimately become more
effective in fulfilling both our primary drives and our guiding intentionality. In Integral
Lifework, this is what it means to thrive.

Okay, so let’s take a look at the diverse menu of “fulfillment impulses” available to us.
In the following chart, each impulse is defined by its most common expression in our
volition and behavior (active expression), and by the emotional responses we frequently
associate with it (felt sense).
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FULFILLMENT IMPULSE ACTIVE EXPRESSION FELT SENSE
Discovery Observe/Explore/Expand/Experiment Sense of adventure, risk, opportunity
Understanding Contextualize/Evaluate/Identify/Interpret Sense of purpgtsr E’C{Uf:mng’ context,
Effectiveness Impact/Shape/Actuate/Realize Senselofaatity, SUCcess, AR
accomplishment
Perpetuation Stabilize/Maintain/Secure/Contain Sense of safety, family, security, “home”
Reproduction Sexualize/Gratify/Stimulate/Attract SENED EHTEE 21, EONEEL CEUBEEIET),
release, pleasure
Maturation Nurture/Support/Grow/Thrive Sense of caring, supporting, growing,
maturing
Fulfillment Complete/Transform/Transcend/Become Senseloionder awe, fqu||Imept,
transcendence, self-transformation
Sustenance Taste/Consume/Quench/Savor Sense of fullnessgngﬁyoﬂent, contentment,
. . Sense of fearfulness, self-protectiveness,
Avoidance Escape/Evade/Deny/Reject S A
Union Accept/Embrace/Incorporate/Combine Sense of “being, union, interdependence,
continuity
Autonomy Differentiate/Individuate/Rebel/lsolate SR T,
freedom, personal potential
Belonging Cooperate/Conform/Commit/Submit Sense of belonging, trust, community,
acceptance
Affirmation Appreciate/Enjoy/Celebrate/Create SEIER G iz?gi’rgtzszme’ CEBEES,
Mastery Empower/Compete/Dominate/Destroy Sense of strength, power, control, skill,
competence
Imagination Hypothesize/Consider/Extrapolate/Project SEIES .Of I|m|FIessness“, po§3|bll|ty,
inventiveness, “aha
Exchange Communicate/Engage/Share/Interact Sense of connection, intimacy, sharing,
expression

[ Journal Exercise: What Fulfills You?| Using the active expression and felt sense columns

in the chart as a guide, take a moment to reflect on the fulfillment impulses that
infuse your daily life. What impulses do you think energize many of your
actions and reactions from moment to moment? Which ones seldom seem to
prompt you at all? Why do think either pattern exists in your life? Are there
events in your past that have influenced which impulses you've relied up on
over time? Can you see how these impulses have either the potential to support
primary drives and skillful love-consciousness, or to disrupt them in some way?

Functional Intelligence

In the context of Integral Lifework, functional intelligence represents our effectiveness in
perceiving, developing and operationalizing personal values. This demands a high level
of self-awareness, and answers to some detailed questions. For example, are we aware
of our operative values hierarchy, especially in contrast to an idealized one? Do the
outcomes of our efforts actually align with our values? Do we routinely and accurately
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predict those outcomes? Over time, have we been able to improve our skillfulness in
actualizing our primary values? Do we recognize when we stray from a desired course?
Over time, have we been able to integrate new, idealized values with our more intuitive
and reflexive values? In this way, does our values hierarchy reflect an ongoing
maturation process? In the most concrete and measurable terms, what is the
relationship between our internal values, what we think, how we feel, and what we do?
By answering these questions and elevating our attention to these patterns, we begin to
outline the many facets of functional intelligence.

Central to our understanding of functional intelligence the role of intuitive values; that is,
values that we are already operationalizing whether we are conscious of them or not.
As one obvious example, many of the values expressed in Integral Lifework theory have
become part of how I navigate functional intelligence in my own life. In one sense, it is
impossible to separate most definitions of intelligence from our values system because
all such definitions operate within specific values structures. In our definition of
functional intelligence, we are simply recognizing that intuitive values are nearly always
the mechanism of prioritization for our actions, thoughts, attitudes and intentions. And,
to reiterate, these values are not conscious ideals, carefully structured beliefs, or socially
imposed mores. Ideals, beliefs and mores may help shape or influence intuitive values
over time, but, in what once again is a mainly pragmatic concern, intuitive values are
what actually govern our priorities in-the-moment, in what are most often unconscious
or reflexive ways.

Recalling the fundamental drives and fulfillment impulses mentioned in the previous
section, if these are operating in every person to varying degrees, then one way to define
self-nourishment is the satisfaction of these drives and impulses via every internal and
external relationship of our existence. What our intuitive valuations may really
represent, then, is the way in which each fundamental drive and fulfillment impulse
manifests in all of these relationships. In relationships between ourselves and other
people, between our conceptions and our perceptions, between our invented divisions
of self (heart and mind, mind and body, etc.), between ourselves and any system in
which we operate...and between our contribution to those systems and everything else
with which those systems interact. I would propose that our values system — as defined
by the qualities of clarity, emphasis, hierarchy and consistency across all of our intuitive
values — is therefore an expression of which drives and impulses most observably
influence on all of these relationships.

e Clarity. Our values are most clear when they regularly express and reinforce
themselves, and when we can then observe and interpret that expression.
Introspection can aid us in discerning what our values may be, but the most
effective means of understanding what we value — and the actual hierarchy of
those values — is to simply pay attention to our behavior over time and correlate
that with values structures. Thus, although intuitive values operate mainly in
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unconscious ways, we can become more conscious of them through observation
and introspection...and this creates clarity.

* Emphasis. What is most important to me? What has the most emphasis and
influence in my life? Is it the emotional quality of my relationships with other
people? My level of power of influence in a group? How quickly or ingeniously
I can solve complex problems? The safety and happiness of my family? The
amount of money I have in the bank? The perceptions of my peers about what I
think or how I act? The size of my vocabulary? My sexual gratification? How
creatively I can cook a meal? In other words, what consistently ranks highest in
priority, as evidenced by my thoughts and behaviors?

* Hierarchy. What is the cascading, hierarchal structure of my values? Are their
overarching values (meta-values) that influence that prioritization and
organization? Are there values that are primary and intrinsic to how I view
reality, which then inspire other, more instrumental values? For example, if I
have a primary value of protecting my family, I might have a secondary,
instrumental value of building strong fences, or installing high-end security
systems. Then again, my primary values might be a pride in building things, or
learning about electronics, which then subordinate the protection of my family to
an instrumental value (that is, the secondary, family-protection value facilitates
my primary, building-things and learning-electronics values). All of these, in
turn, may be guided by the meta-value that any value that preserves the life,
thriving and reproduction within my local gene pool should be prioritized as
primary.

* Consistency. This relates to how I contextualize my values. Do my values
somehow contradict and compete with each other, or do they consistently align
with each other? Are they internally consistent? Also, are my values and their
hierarchy consistent from one moment to the next, or do they change when I am
with different people or in different environments? How steadfast and resolute
am I in demonstrating the same hierarchy in diverse situations? Do I
demonstrate one set of values at work, and another at home? One set with my
close friends, and another with strangers? One set with men, and another with
women? How does this impact the alignment of my values with my meta-
values? Is there potential for cognitive dissonance or self-defeating patterns, or
is there overall integrity?

So values originate from every dimension of self, and attempt to fulfill every dimension
of nourishment. What differentiates the intuitive values stream from the functional
intelligence stream is that intuitive values are mainly embedded knowledge — innate,
conditioned or fully integrated conclusions about what we perceive, learn and
experience — whereas functional intelligence involves the active, self-aware arm of our
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cognitive processing. Intuitive values are the passive lens through which we
automatically assess and navigate each moment, and functional intelligence is a our
demonstrated capacity to operationalize those values, and adjust those operations
according to perceptions and feedback. Certainly all values seem to change as a result of
our experiences and reactions, but the change occurs at such a fundamental level that we
are seldom aware of it. What I will suggest here is that these intuitive values interact
with pragmatic, functional intelligence on many levels — each interaction shaping and
maintaining every other — and that we can and should become more conscious of these
interactions. But functional intelligence and intuitive values are really inseparable —
they are two sides of the same coin, and cannot exist independently of one other.

To conclude, the following is a targeted example of values operationalization, and how

functional intelligence can be applied in the real world. It begins with a clarified values
hierarchy, and then uses that hierarchy to inform a community decision-making process.

Cascading Values Hiearchy

The Good of All

i
I;
[
Unification Mastery
Integralization Effectiveness
Belonging Focus
Relationships Discipline

Accomplishment
Affirmation

Operationalization & Assessment

A friend asked me if | needed some help leading a community discussion about how to oversee business expansion in our
neighborhood. | thanked her but said no, | would like to lead the discussion myself, and that | would appreciate any resources
she could provide. So she sent me some information on how to seed a group with ideas and build consensus before the
meeting occurred, so that it would appear as if consensus was happening organically, when really it was a result of prior
persuasion. But, after meditating on the subject and discussing it with some trusted friends, | decided not to take this
approach. Instead, | researched some more until | found material on facilitating group discussions that encouraged
brainstorming among different perspectives, then provided ways of "bubbling up" those different ideas into shared primary
objectives. | then led the discussion using these tools, and was able to cultivate consensus in the group regarding the
lquestion at hand. As a result, the community was able to consolidate behind a specific list of standards that businesses would
be required to adopt when setting up shop in our neighborhood. It would be several years until we were able to assess
whether the standards would have the desired results, but in the interim the community felt empowered to engage in the
governance process, and optimistic about their prospective impact. What was clear for now was that | did seem to
operationalize my own values hierarchy in this process .
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Motivating Change: From Downward Spiral to Upward Spiral

How can we discover motivations that help us migrate away from unhealthy habits into
healthy ones? And how can we sustain a healthy and self-supportive motivation over
time? These are central questions in transformative practice and deserve careful
reflection and exploration. Why? Because there two of the most powerful forces within
us are working at odds: a desire to grow and thrive that actively seeks change
(corresponding mainly to the experience and adapt primary drives), and a desire for safety
and stability that is ambivalent about or resistant to change (corresponding mainly to
the exist and affect primary drives). If either of these forces ever dominated us
completely, our quality of life would quickly degrade. For we can neither remain in
stasis, nor constantly cast aside established patterns in favor of new ones. One condition
would lead to stagnation and depletion, and the other to chaos and overstimulation;
once again, we must find the middle ground, the optimal range of effective effort. The
following chart provides some insight into which “optimal range” could most benefit us
in a given situation, or with respect to a specific extrinsic or intrinsic motivation, with
the underlying assumption that cultivating love-consciousness is a worthwhile and
rewarding endeavor.

Foundational Factors for Effective Love-Consciousness

MATURITY
FACTOR

DEPLETION <« OPTIMAL RANGE — EXCESS

- Inauthentic — either unaware of Authentic - tolerance of paradox and .

c : e Exaggerated — excessive effort to
¥ @ | anapparent disconnect between ambiguity with relaxed acceptance, A X
S E ) ' : . L rationalize thoughts and actions that
= e one’s values and beliefs and while committed to aligning thoughts . g
=) , ) : . . contradict values and beliefs (i.e.
> =" | one’s thoughts and actions, or a and actions with values and beliefs as cognitive dissonance)

< lack of commitment to aligning closely as possible g

them (laziness)

Thoughtful harmonization of intentions,

Inability to harmonize intentions, Obsessive effort to harmonize

= thoughts, words and deeds thoughts, words gnd deeds Wi.t h.IOW intentions, thoughts, words and deeds
) and/or higH tolerance of failure tolerance of failure and realstic atany coY3t with ex‘treme intolerance
‘g with little interest in or ‘ commitment tq self—bettgrment for failuré and unrealistic ideal of
- commitment to self-betterment (example: what lintend | think about, integrity

talk about and do).
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Amoral - rejecting moral
framework for intentions and
actions and/or a disregard for the
same

Morality

Moral - conscious effort to evolve moral
standards of intention and action within
a framework constantly reassessed
according to its effectiveness (i.e
outcomes reflecting values)

Legalistic - rigid adherence to moral
code without evaluating outcomes and
efficacy of our approach

Protective — unable or unwilling to
engage in nourishing exchanges
with others in one or more areas,
forcefully rejecting any perceived
dependence

Fulfillment
Orientation

Self-reliant — fully individuated from
family of origin, peers, tribe and society
and able to support and maintain own
well-being through comfortably
interdependent, mutual exchanges

Dependent- a strong identification with
and reliance on environment, parents,
peers tribe or society for all
nourishment and sense of well-being
(i.e. lack of individuation)

Unformed or insecure identity —

Interdependent and inclusive - strong

experience)

material existence

2 L . . . . Over-identification with self-limiting
= unable to maintain clear and solid | sense of self, expanding to include wider : . . .
c . - ) descriptors — i.e. tribe, survival
3 sense of self around other strong arenas of affection, spiritual unfolding, personas, ego, etc
- influences growth and interdependent connection A
Disconnected from spiritual Open and persistent connection with the
= 2 experience, with little or no spiritual realm (ground of being, Soi N .
S .= - - . o0 immersed in spiritual experience
2 8 | access to spiritual realm and own essence, Divine, etc.) with an . . .
= S e . . : L that effective interface with material
‘s o spiritual essence (often with an unrestrained expression of spiritual o .
h 2 . 3 . plane is disrupted or disabled
o overemphasis on material essence and nature, balanced with

Affection response has not fully
developed or is not active in
several arenas — not even
towards self

Arenas of
Affection

Balanced effort to expand love-
consciousness into as many arenas as
possible, while still sustaining affection

and compassion for self

Overextension or fixation of affection in
one or more arenas to the depletion of
all others and especially self

Strengthening Factors for Effective Love-Consciousness

DEPLETION <

MATURITY
FACTOR

OPTIMAL RANGE

— EXCESS

Low self-worth and lack of belief
in own skillfulness or abilities

Self-
Concept

Healthy, balanced sense of self-efficacy
and self-worth, both as a general self-
concept and with respect to each
dimension of nourishment

Exaggerated self-confidence and self-
worth, and exaggerated belief in own
skillfulness or abilities

Unskilled, unaware or in denial
about one or more aspects of
self, which debilitates overall

effectiveness

Self-
Awareness

Realistic and regular self-awareness
about strengths and limitations, patterns
of thought and behavior, identity, values,

beliefs, etc. that facilitates increased

effectiveness

Absorbed in or obsessed with self-
awareness to the exclusion of all other
input, resulting in decreased
effectiveness
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Reactive or unformed —
absence of clear intentions or
love-consciousness

Intentionality

Golden intention — clear and ever
evolving love-consciousness directed
toward the good of All, inclusive of self

Fixation on self and ego satisfaction —
substitution of ego gratification for love

Suppressed — casual thoughts
and creative thought process are
routinely disregarded, denied or
judgmentally devalued

Mental
Clarity

Neutral awareness — casual thoughts
and imagination process are allowed to
flow freely without immediate valuation

or need for action

Obsessive — thoughts or imagination

process dominate all other functions,

requiring immediate attention and/or
action

Self-Depleting — inability to
consistently self-nourish in one or
more dimensions

Nourishment
Discipline

Balanced - able to consistently self-
nourish with a diligent but relaxed effort
to progress from baseline disciplines to

transformative disciplines

Overindulgent — obsessive or
excessive effort to self-nourish, often
resulting in addictive substitutions

Passive & closed — evaluation of
meaning or importance of all
information through externally
defined criteria and inflexible
belief system, with less
willingness to suspend a sense of
certainty

Mindful Openness

Active & open — evaluation of meaning
or importance of new information
through flexible and ongoing
reevaluation of beliefs and assumptions,
with a relaxed willingness to suspend a
sense of certainty

Overactive & uncritical — excessive
emphasis and dependence on the
invented significance of all new
information with an inability to critically
evaluate

Unconscious navigation of each
situation based on arbitrary
emphasis on either external input
streams (such as advice,
observed behaviors, mass media,
etc.) or impulsive emotional
reasoning

Discernment

Consciously balanced, vigilant but
relaxed assessment of input streams
from all sources — internal and external,
experiential and intuitive, rational and
emotional, spiritual promptings and
empirical observations

Fixation on one form of hyper-vigilant
navigation, such as strong emotions,
synchronistic events, black-and-white
reasoning, or an overly stringent
system of ethics

Common Barriers to Effective Love-Consciousness

DEPLETION <

MATURIT
Y FACTOR

OPTIMAL RANGE

— EXCESS

Disengaged - either as indulgent
pattern or neglectful/absent
pattern (also can be defined as
“other-depleting”)

Relationship Style

Interdependent - authoritative and
egalitarian with distinct sense of “self’
and “other,” but with a fundamental
acceptance of mutual, intrinsic
sovereignty and value

Excessive engagement or
enmeshment - overexertion of control,
an authoritarian style, or overly
attached (loss of self) resulting in “one-
up” or “one-down” dynamics

Destructively detached —sacrifice
and denial to extreme
deprivation, depletion and harm
(to self and/or other) without a
sense of interdependence

Attachment
Style

Compassionately detached — effortless
letting go without a sense of sacrifice or
denial that naturally leads to deeper
connection and nourishment with a
strong sense of interdependence

Compulsively attached - inability to let
go to the point of dependence, over
reliance and addiction, rejecting
interdependence and freedom to self-
nourish
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Permeability
( sensitivity & openness)

Impermeable, unaware, numb,
unaffected by events within and
without; callous and insensitive;
thick-skinned to the point of either
obtuseness or disinterest

Aware and able to accommodate inward
and outward flows of emotional,
intellectual, physical and spiritual energy
without disruption or stress, as well as
consciously filter or boundarize those
flows when required

Excessively permeable - unable to
manage adversity, stress and
upheaval; less able to filter the flows of
energy from any source or maintain
healthy boundaries

Processing
Flexibility

Inflexible and stuck — unable to
move from once processing
space to another

Flexible and fluid — able to move
confidently and consciously between
different processing spaces with ease

Sporadic - flitting from one processing
space to the next without control or
conscious awareness

Barrier Management,
Monitoring & Resolution

Unaware — unable to recognize
own barriers to well-being or
repeating patterns of failure and a
tendency to deny that barriers
exist

Acknowledgement & compensation —
able to recognize, monitor, manage and
in some cases resolve own barriers to
well-being without substituting for or
flooding any one dimension

Overcompensation — able to recognize
barriers, but a tendency to either
compulsively substitute unhealthy

behaviors for an impeded dimension of

nourishment, or to reactively diminish
the importance of that dimension

Disposition of
Will

Annihilation — repression of own
sovereignty and choice,
expressed as a reactive,
submissive or paralyzed

disposition and passive inactivity

Willingness — neutrality of will preceding
all thought and action while maintaining
confidence in own sovereignty and
freedom of choice

Willfulness — forceful imposition of will
that disrupts sovereignty and choice,
often manifesting as obsessive or
controlling behaviors

Grief Resolution

Arrested - unaware or in denial
about loss and resulting grief and
pain

Acknowledgement and acceptance of
loss and able to allow grieving process
to take its course without suppressing or
overemphasizing its importance

Fixated on loss and emotional pain to
the point where these are perpetuated
and amplified
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9. Moral Development & Widening Arenas of Action & Intention

As we strengthen each dimension of self through Integral Lifework, we can feel safe,
confident and grounded enough to be vulnerable and intimate with others within that
dimension. And as we moderate our barriers across all dimensions, we can confidently
express our authentic being from moment to moment in more of our relationships and
interactions. This, in turn, amplifies all of the energies in play. At some point we will
integrate progressive nourishment in enough of our dimensions ignite entirely new
modes of perception-cognition, and new ways of being. As a result, often without
realizing it, we progress from a narrowly confined identity to an ever more expansive
and inclusive identity. This may happen in fits and starts, with both soaring skillfulness
and grim defeats, but eventually it results in identity and moral valuation evolutions
outlined in the chart below. First we will catch glimpses of each new stratum as we
mature, sometimes resisting our progression, and again sometimes leaping forward or
slipping backward. But somehow we keep growing until we can comfortably inhabit
each new stratum in a stable and reliable way, supporting it with multidimensional
nourishment. It is important to acknowledge that this maturation process is not all-
inclusive, inevitable or irreversible — healing, growth and transformation occur at
different rates in our different dimensions and processing spaces. But ultimately, if we
can continue to relinquish our previous conceptions of self, our insights and execution
will become more skillfully compassionate.

How does this broadening sense of self impact arenas of affection and action?
Paralleling these transformations of identity are the ever-expanding realms of
manifestation in which we consciously focus our efforts. The flow of compassion we
initiate in ourselves for ourselves never ceases or fragments, but our perception of that
self — the felt sense of our boundaries of being — enlarges to include more and more
interdependent phenomena. As we become more than our ego, we love more than our
ego. And since love-consciousness is both prerequisite and companion to this evolution,
love-consciousness grows continually in harmony and resonance with All that Is
(according to our current understanding of what that means) until there is nothing left
to encompass. In peak moments of fluid and effortless being, we become everything,
love becomes everything, and everything becomes love. Consequently, more and more
of our actions and intentions will operate within the broader and more inclusive arenas
of our maturing identity, until what was previously understood as a summit is now
appreciated as a helpful resting place.

The chart below describes the relationship between our “Self-Identification” and our
“Strata of Moral Valuation” in this regard, with the lowest proposed levels of
development at the bottom of the chart, and the highest proposed levels at the top of the
chart. An explicit outcome and critical aim of Integral Lifework is to stimulate and
support this moral maturation process.
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Self-ldentification

Strata of Moral Valuation

Unitive Infinite

Self Equates both Being and Non-Being (or Non-
Identification, “No Self”) and Compassionate
Integration of All That Is, Including Previous Self-
Identifications

existence where intuitions of universal freedom are fully realized. There is a certain irony
that the autonomy one's ego so craved in earlier strata is now readily available through the

conclusively harmonized through advanced forms of discernment. An enduring all-inclusive

what might be described as "ultimate purpose." Previous orientations are then viewed not
as right or wrong, but as a spectrum of imperfect expressions of that ultimate purpose. In

Applied Nonduality

This is an expression of mystical, nondual consciousness as a supremely unfettered

absence of ego. The lack of a distinct sense of self in some ways eradicates any sort of
identification at all -so non-being is equivalent to being, and self is equivalent to both
nothingness and previous conceptions of "the All." Here inexhaustible loving kindness is

love-consciousness integrates all previous moral orientations, current intentions and
actions into a carefree -but nevertheless carefully balanced -flow; a flow into

this final letting go of self-identification, all nourishment is love, all love is nourishment,
and all values hierarchies are subordinated to skillfully compassionate affection. At the
same time, this realization and any other constructs become just that: constructs,

inventions of the mind. Up until now, the main concern of moral valuation has been the

orientation of self-to-self, self-to-other, self-to-community, self-to-environment, self-to-
planet, self-to-humanity, self-to-nothingness, self-to-All, etc. In other words, previous

values hierarchies tended to be preoccupied with the context of the self. In this stratum,
that context is no longer relevant, because there is no self, no no-self, and not even a

concept of self or no-self. Along the same lines, the past/present/future construction of

time dissolves into insignificance.

Formless Infinite

Self Equates Non-Being, Non-Identification, “No
Self”

Unknowing Emptiness

This mode of being has been the backdrop for all previous strata, and has woven itself into
those strata at various points in the form of “letting go” of previous constructs and
patterns of being — we just haven’t fully comprehended the scope of that letting go
until now. This is the stratum first of radical deconstruction, then chaotic revolution,

a tearing asunder of the veil of certainty, challenging of self-concept and of the nature of
all relationships and interdependencies, and fluid revision of the context and content of all
moral strata and systems. Once again, the theme of acquiescence has always been part of
previous transitions and evolutions, but here we fully inhabit that space and allow it
to permeate our consciousness and interactions. This is the gap where faith and doubt
collide, where rational and nonrational reconcile, where manifest and unmanifest infuse
each other; this is the crucible where agape and emptiness forge a new alloy. As
expressed in actions and intentions, this stratum frequently feels like either fragmenting
disruption on the one hand, or perceived paralysis on the other: either a grenade of Light
that exposes underlying stucturelessness, or the quiescent twilight of action-without-
action. Ultimately, however, this is where multidialectical tensions can resolve in neutral
stillness, where negation becomes the midwife of creation, and where detachment creates
a fertile ground for more skillful love-consciousness. In terms of time-space, “now” still
predominates, but its context dilates to encompass every point in the continuum
previously considered past, present or future; the now becomes potential even as it ceases
“becoming” anything at all.

Shared Spirit

Identification With All That Is as Defined by Shared
Spiritual Understanding

Spiritual Universality

Through persistent and intimate connection with an absolute, universal inclusiveness of
being, moral function is defined by whatever most skillfully facilitates “the good of All”
(that is, the greatest good, for the greatest number, for the greatest duration). "The good
of All," in turn, is an evolving intuition, a successive unfolding of mystical awareness in

concert with dialectical cognition and neutrality of personal will. However, it tends
to remain more of a felt sense than an exclusively rational construct. Skillfulness can still
be refined through empirical experimentation and observation, but it is always subjected
to a filter of intensified and unconditional compassion -a felt sense as well. Identification
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with the All is fluid and seamless, and moral thought and action flowing from this
identification are also fluid and seamless. That is not to say that this stratum
can't occasionally be interrupted by regressions to previous strata within one or more
dimensions of being (usually as a reaction to overwhelming or stressful situations), but the
contrast and incongruity of those regressions is strikingly obvious. Past, present and future
become a continuum where "now" is less fixed; the experience of time itself is more
relative and process-oriented. Nevertheless, "now" remains the primary reference for that
process.

All-Being

Identification with Progressively Broader Inclusions
of Consciousness & Being Together with All
Supportive Systems

Transpersonal Holism

This stratum is marked by an increasing flexibility of moral orientation. For example, the
realization that more than one values hierarchy can be valid, that someone can operate
within multiple values hierarchies
simultaneously, or that seemingly opposing values hierarchies can synthesize a new, higher
order moral orientation. This intersubjective moral ambiguity is
then navigated through the discernment of intentional, strategic outcomes that benefit
the largest majority possible. Definition of what constitutes "the largest majority possible"
likewise changes and evolves, but is strongly informed by transpersonal perceptions
and experiences. In turn, identification with this transpersonal
connectedness subordinates other identifications, so that, for example, experiencing a
shared ground of being is indistinguishable from compassionate affection for all beings,
and compassionate affection for all beings is indistinguishable from attenuation
of individual ego. The relevant time-space for this stratum becomes contextual; the
relevance of past, present and future shifts with current priorities, and the cycles and
patterns of time begin to give way to a continuum.

Earth Life

Identification with Every Living System on Earth — All
Its Individual Components & Supportive
Environments

World-Centric

At this point there is a greater appreciation and acceptance of ecologies that facilitate,
transcend and include human society. These ecologies may contain biological,
metaphysical, quantum or other systems-oriented constructs, with the feature that
these systems are vast, complex and interdependent. Here moral function is inspired by
individual and collective commitment to understanding and supporting those systems
in order to support all life. Personal identification with this broader, ecological
consciousness expands humanity-centric compassion and concern into world-
centric compassion and concern. Values hierarchies now begin to be viewed as a
primary form of nourishment, from which all other nourishment is derived. Time dilates
and slows a bit here, tending to be viewed more as cycles and patterns than a linear
progression.

Human Society
Identification with All People Everywhere

Principled Rationalism

Moral function is now defined by a rationally defined set of reasoned moral principles,
principles with the unifying objective of benefiting all of humanity. For anyone operating in
this stratum, empirical validation of moral efficacy is of particularly compelling interest;
what really works should be embraced, and what doesn't should be discarded. There is
also an additional form of individuation here, where identification with previous
communities (communities whose values and goals had previously been facilitated and
integrated) begins to fade, and is replaced with increasing identification with, and
compassion for, all human beings. Social divisions are discarded in favor of equal status.
The future can now become an all-consuming fixation that drives more and more
decisions, the past becomes an advising reference, and the current moment
a fleeting absorption. As a result, time tends to both constrict and accelerate in
this stratum, remaining linear in experience and conception.

Affinitive Community

Identification with All People Who Share the Same
Values or Experience

Cooperative Communalism

Here a communal role and collective responsibility is firmly accepted and established as
part of moral function, and community is defined by shared values and experiences,
rather than just shared benefits or just laws. The necessity of collaborative contribution to
human welfare is understood, and the desire to compete for personal advantage fades
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away. A community’s shared values are appreciated, integrated and supported in order to
further that community's goals and collective nourishment, but without the suppression or
sacrificing of personal values and identity that were common in earlier tribalism. Thus
distinctions of class, caste, and social position tend to attenuate. This stratum also tends to
invite preoccupation with the future, sometimes even beyond one's personal future,
because we are charting a course through increased complexity. Time is experienced and
conceived of as episodic.

Beneficial Community

Identification with All People Who Benefit Each
Other in Some Way

Competitive Communalism

Moral function is strongly influenced by personal acceptance of the importance of

participating in a mutually beneficial and lawfully just community, while still retaining
individual uniqueness. However, this initial expansion into a communal moral
orientation usually orbits around competition. Competition with others for personal
positional power and influence in the community; competition with other moral

orientations, asserting the relevance of one's own views and priorities; nonconformance
with, and continual challenging of, a community's established values hierarchy; and
competition for other forms of social capital. In this stratum the future gains more
importance as one strategizes navigation of these competitions. The past also regains its
teaching role, with emphasis on both failures and successes to inform current strategies.

Committed Greater Self

Acceptance of the Identify of “Self” as Larger Than
Associations with Group(s) or Ideas

Contributive Individualism

Now more fully individuated from the primary tribe and its social constraints, one
continues to be committed to one's own well-being, freedom, wholeness and access
to more subtle, nuanced and complex nourishment resources. Moral function
is increasingly defined by efforts that appear “good” or helpful to others, as framed by
conscience, the context-of-the-moment and interpersonal relationships. In this sense,
moral relativism is derived from one's own experiences and interactions, and tends to
be maintained and defended within this self-referential absorption. The present is still
paramount here. This stratum is part of an individuation process from the tribe and the
tribe's values hierarchy. Moral orientation may lapse into previous strata, but is otherwise
centered around a sense of obligation to one's own uniqueness, freedom, well-being
and wholeness. As a result, one is open to more complex nourishment that was not
available within egoic or tribal orientations. Probably as a component of emancipation

from tribal expectations, there tends to be minimal concern about the impact of one's

individuation process on others. In this stratum, the present once again gains
preeminence; the past is being left behind, and the future matters less than assertiveness
in the now.

Tentative Greater Self

Identification with a Possible “Self” Larger Than
Associations with Group(s) or Ideas

Opportunistic Individualism

This stratum is part of an individuation process from the tribe and the tribe's values

hierarchy. Moral orientation may lapse into previous strata, but is otherwise
centered around a sense of obligation to one's own uniqueness, freedom, well-being
and wholeness. As a result, one is open to more complex nourishment that was not
available within egoic or tribal orientations. Probably as a component of emancipation
from tribal expectations, there tends to be minimal concern about the impact of one's
individuation process on others. In this stratum, the present once again gains
preeminence; the past is being left behind, and the future matters less than assertiveness
in the now.
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Secure Tribal Position

Identification with “My People”

Defensive Tribalism

Here the social order and internal rules of our primary social group(s) are championed as
correct and proper both within the tribe (regulation) and to the outside

world (proselytization). Competition with and subjugation of -other individuals or groups
outside of the tribe (or one's class, caste or social position) becomes more pronounced.
Thus moral function is defined by rigid definitions and legalistic rules (law & order, right &
wrong, black & white) that justify and secure personal standing within the tribe, as well as
the tribe's standing within a given environment. Now, because one's tribal position is
secure, the past again dominates. Past authorities, traditions, insights and experiences
infuse the present legalistic frame with self-righteous justification.

Insecure Tribal Position

Identification with “The People | Want to be My
People”

Tribal Acceptance

Conformance with social expectations, and approval of one's primary social group(s),

governs moral function here. What is “right” or “wrong” is defined by what increases or
attenuates social capital and standing within the group(s). The acknowledged link between
personal survival and tribal acceptance expands self-centeredness to tribe-centeredness,

but otherwise operates similarly to lower moral strata.

In this stratum, one's "tribe" tends to be fairly immediate, and fairly small -a family, team,
group of peers, gang, etc. Now the relevant timeframe shifts back into the immediate
future, where status and influence will either be lost or realized; the past may still be

instructive, but what waits around the next bend in the road is what preoccupies.

Ego Identity

Identification with Ego

Self-Protective Egoism

Moral function is governed by acquisitive, manipulative, consumptive or hedonistic
patterns that accumulate and defend personal gains (i.e. secure nourishment sources) in
order to insulate the ego from risks and loss. This self-centeredness may be masked
by primitive adaptive personas that navigate basic reciprocity, but is generally

indifferent to other people except for the ability of others to satisfy personal demands.
Now the past can actually become more important than the present, because the past is
where wrongs were suffered and gains realized. Reflections on the present and future, on
the other hand, tend to be inhabited by fear of risk and loss.

Formative Identity

Developing Ego and Ego-ldentity

Self-Assertive Egoism

The aggressive utilization of basic tools to satisfy one’s own wants and whims, usually
without regard to the impact on others, is an overwhelming moral imperative here. In
most situations, this imperative is only moderated by fear of "being caught" and the
personal embarrassment, punishment or loss of personal nourishment that may follow.
The relevant timeframe for fulfilling one's desires expands a little here, so that gratification
can be delayed until the near-future. However, the past is largely irrelevant, except as a
reminder of negative consequences to be avoided.

Unformed Identity

Egoless Raw Need

Naive, helpless state in which volition is centered around unrestrained basic nourishment
in every moment, but where the mechanisms of needs fulfillment are unknown, unskilled
or otherwise inaccessible. In this stratum, the scope of one's relevant time-space for this

needs fulfillment is almost always the immediate, everpresent now.
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10. Integral Lifework in the Public Arena: Advocating for a Level 7 Political Economy

First some guiding principles and assumptions about how the most healing and
constructive solutions to the ills of state capitalism - including the corrosion of
democracy by cronyism and clientism — could be created in an advanced political
economy. These are derived from a long tradition of prosocial moral and political
philosophies, the importance of empathy and skillful compassion in all social relations,
and the proposed impact of moral advancement on attitudes about property ownership,
natural ecosystems, systems of production, styles of governance, and types of
democratic participation. Essentially, they reflect a values hierarchy predicated on an
agape that recognizes the inherent, equal worth of every individual, and the consequent
freedoms, protections and access to opportunity that must be afforded every human
being in an advanced political economy. They are summarized as follows:

* A philosophy of government that more fluidly and directly expresses democratic
will, and does so equally, inclusive of all ideological orientations and special
interests, without disproportionate influence through concentrations of material
wealth or social capital.

* An economic system that inherently enables the most equitable, egalitarian
distribution of opportunity, material wealth and social capital, and provides a
level playing field for all potential and existing producers of goods and services.
This system sustains itself in a stable, high quality steady state - or more
probably in predictable cycles of ebb and flow that are dynamic but not extreme -
rather than relying on constant growth.

* An education system that supports all other systems with a diversely informed
populace trained in compassion, critical thought, alternative viewpoints and
broad-spectrum dialogue; that is, a populace whose literacy, expertise,
proficiency and interests can help manage economies and governments at all
levels from a more advanced moral orientation.

* A mediasphere that offers a neutral space for the emergence of divergent
perspectives, while at the same time providing both democratically controlled
feedback mechanisms for accuracy and fairness, and unlimited access to
independent evaluative data on all sources of information.

* An industrial production system that not only strives toward an equitable
distribution of profits and decision-making within each organization, but also
incorporates social, political and ecological externalities into its strategic and
tactical metrics and decisions, for the greatest benefit to all (in harmony with the
precautionary principle).  For example, factors like biological diversity,
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environmental sustainability, community empowerment, democratic feedback
mechanisms, cultural diversity, and the health and well-being of workers and
consumers would all be taken into account.

* An energy production system that relies on highly distributed, scalable,
renewable resources whose capacities in a steady-state or cyclical non-growth
economy inherently exceed demand as both conservation and efficiencies
increase over time.

* A monetary system that does not, by its very nature, create inflationary
pressures, perpetual debt-slavery, or concentration of wealth in private banks,
but instead encourages investment opportunities for all, while remaining under
public, democratic control.

e In all of these contexts, initial policies and rigorous metrics would strive to
maintain a continuous Pareto efficiency, as framed by the intention that public
goods eventually overtake most arenas of private profit.

Where these guiding principles lead us should have, by design, tremendous variability
and flexibility in implementation, but they can nevertheless provide us with a few
instrumental assumptions regarding our roadmap’s milestones:

* The first stage of transition demands a carefully balanced, mixed economy that
retains necessary centralized standards, systems and supportive structures, but
shifts the implementation and management of those standards, systems and
structures away from centralized administration and toward highly distributed
self-governance. Thus, although the most complex building blocks of this
political economy are still organized and integrated on a large scale, they would
be tactically managed on a smaller, distributed scale. For example, centralized
infrastructure and essential services (i.e. the most foundational and universal
processes, production, services and institutions of the new political economy)
would provide a “Universal Social Backbone,” which in turn supports a host of
spontaneous, decentralized, rhizomatic and community-centric elements that
thrive under distributed management.

* Exchange values would be calculated on a proposed “holistic value,” which
includes multiple dimensions of import, many of which are now often
considered mainly in the abstract — or as bothersome externalities. Holistic value
is an attempt at a more comprehensive valuation, and so includes a host of
metrics including, but not limited to, perceived and intersubjective use value,
effective nourishment value, and potential “perverse utility” — that is, a negative
value based on possibilities of abuse or harm. The ongoing impact of goods and
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services on environmental, individual and social thriving would be measured in
as many dimensions as possible, then fluidly and transparently promoted to the
electorate, so that exchange values can be revised to enable the greatest good for
the greatest number. In this way, informed direct democracy would override the
artificially engineered tensions of demand and supply.

*  While property of all kinds would increasingly fall under a “res communes”
property designation, other designations (public domain, private, communal,
etc.) would still exist on a scale commensurate to the workers, stakeholders and
beneficiaries involved. In other words, we would create a kind of transitional,
hybrid form of property ownership, where everyone who has a stake in the use,
profits, privileges, impacts or benefits of any property — whether that property is
a natural resource or the result of service and production activities — would have
a say in how that property was used and managed, and how its benefits are
distributed. Again this means that residents, consumers, workers and
government officials are all part of the mix; what is held in common for the
benefit of all is administered (again at a community level, if possible) for the
benefit of all by those whom it benefits — with a clear appreciation of externalities
and holistic value as part of this mix. While this hybrid ownership schema
initially might favor those who appear to have a greater stake in certain property,
its eventual aim would be to shift into purely “common” ownership where such
emphasis would no longer have priority.

e Along the lines of the hybrid property ownership feature, but also to address the
rule of law and other essential civic institutions, direct democracy and direct
civic involvement at the national, regional and community levels would at first
augment, then increasingly replace the current representative abstractions of
governance, banking, commerce and institutional accountability on every scale —
from the local level to the global.

Integral Lifework Concepts, Tools & Assessments  v1.0 Page 39 of 49



Progressive Property Position

Sacred
Unitive Target Region
o Common
s 1
7]
e
q:) Public
S Domain De Facto Capitalist Region Depleting
(@)
c I ./
ommuna Holistic Value
Private Nourishing

OSI Abstraction Layer

Physical o, Application
Layer Layer

As we then refine planning, increasing granularity from the thirty-thousand-foot level to
concrete action items, we need to propose specific solutions that are tailored to each
unique cultural, demographic and economic environment around the globe. Thus the
interdependent design of a post-capitalist system will be complex and multifaceted, but
below are a few of the more generic considerations for just one such implementation, in
this case the U.S.A. These proposals have also been borrowed from Political Economy and
the Unitive Principle, and although the concepts and language are more thoroughly
defined in that book, I have rephrased things here to provide insight into how each of
these proposed components are formulated.

1. To whatever degree possible, quid pro quo political connections between
industry, finance, a more direct democratic implementation of government, the
mediasphere, the education system, and the health-and-welfare system must be
severed, then insulated from each other as rigorously as possible. These are of
course interdependent structures, but separation could be maintained through
independent funding, governance processes and decision-making cycles, with
differing degrees of direct democratic involvement — or insertion of the
democratic process at different junctures in the governance process, so as to
counterbalance short-lived collective impulses. What we are aiming for here is a
pragmatic, clearly boundarized functional and political separation. The final
purveyor of this separation is of course the general populace, but that democratic
will would be concentrated and normalized through different formulas and
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durations of leadership - as well as staggered referendum cycles and legal
restrictions on revolving door leadership deployments across these divisions.

Although all government would still consist of executive, legislative and judicial
branches, the two-party system would of necessity be abolished. Instead, the
legislative branch would be restructured to reflect either a parliamentary system,
or some other effective means of non-polarizing proportional representation. In
addition, more frequent direct national referendums would guide public policy
at the national level, so that procedural sabotage of democracy (such as the
current "majority of the majority" rule in the House of Representatives) could be
overridden. Likewise, direct votes at each level of government, all the way down
to local, would inform policy and practice at those levels. A certain percentage of
government representatives could also be chosen at each level of government
through a service lottery, much as jury duty selections occur today, to serve for a
limited time as part of decision making bodies (citizen commissions, city
councils, state legislatures, etc.). And a certain percentage of representatives
would be selected through a multi-party election process without primaries, to
serve for longer terms than those selected via lottery, but with a limit on the
number of terms they could serve. It should be understood and appreciated that
highly advanced societies will require highly specialized skill sets for these
elected officials, and that many independent schools of technocratic proficiency
will inevitably arise to meet this need. The key will be to ensure that all such
specialized viewpoints are adequately represented, while concurrently balanced
with citizen input and community-based authority.

Labor would be separated into two distinct categories that are organized and
managed in different ways. The first category would be "infrastructure and
essential services" (i.e. the Universal Social Backbone).  These are the
fundamental products, institutions and services necessary for any sort of
complex society to function at the most basic levels, and which have already
tended to be socialized in most mixed economies. Roads, bridges, water,
electricity and communication are the first tier of this category, followed by more
abstracted products and services that build on those foundations, but are still
perceived as universal expectations by the general public. This second tier is
comprised of the systems and institutions that provide the backbone of civil
society. For example, public transportation, public healthcare, public education,
public safety services, social security, and so on. As expectations differ from one
zeitgeist to the next, so would the scope of inclusion in these tiers. I happen to
think basic banking and insurance services, basic nutrition, basic housing, mail
delivery, fundamental scientific research, worker retraining, employment
placement services, and unemployment benefits also fall under "infrastructure
and essential services." One common thread of these public domain industries,
however, is that they facilitate trade for the second category of labor. This is a
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crucial point: without centrally coordinated infrastructure and essential services,
there really is no way to enable a reliable (or equitable) exchange economy of any
kind.

To whatever degree possible, all of this should be organized and tactically managed at
the community level, with centralized standardization and support, subject to
direct democratic control. Instead of centrally run state institutions or
corporations, there would be networked, non-profit, worker-owned
cooperatives that are centrally regulated and monitored, but administered with a
substantial degree of autonomy at the community level. It might also be
interesting for different regions to compete with each other for customer
satisfaction, and be rewarded in some way for their success. If the service or
product being delivered provides the most fundamental level of infrastructure or
essential services, there wouldn't be competition for customers between the
cooperatives, but the cooperatives would be limited in size (by service area, etc.),
and subject to public input and scrutiny to ensure an adequate level of service
delivery. If the service or product is not part of infrastructure or essential
services, then the non-profit cooperatives could compete with each other for the
same customers across different regions. So although there is a strong element of
central planning here, the actual control and execution is highly segmented and
distributed, both because of the divisions of government already alluded to, and
the emphasis on community-level organization.

There should be some mechanism to ensure the Universal Social Backbone
doesn't somehow undermine individual contribution to society by inoculating
the least morally developed against survival or well-being concerns. That is,
there would be some form of citizen reciprocation for this foundation, and
consequences for a lack of reciprocation. So, for instance, everyone who receives
benefits could participate in these very same programs as unpaid volunteers for
short but regular periods of time, with consistent expectations of performance. If
someone chooses not to volunteer, or willfully demonstrates exceedingly poor
performance, their access to some or all of these services (or perhaps certain
qualities of service) could be restricted.

The second category of labor is for production of goods and services that add
value to society above and beyond essential services. There would be several
tiers to this category. At the top would be certain major industries, especially
those that a) have essentially become closed to rapid or major innovation, b) are
de facto market monopolies, or c) otherwise dictate economies of scale with
highly centralized controls. These would become worker-owned cooperatives
subject to governmental oversight, with the level of government responsible for
oversight always larger than the size and reach of the business itself. These
would be much like the first category of labor, but in this case for-profit. There is
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no reason why this tier couldn't compete with cooperatives in the first category,
wherever that makes sense. Again, the scope of this category will change from
one culture to the next, and from one generation to the next.

In the second tier we find medium-to-large businesses, once again worker-
owned cooperatives, which would compete with each other for customers.
Communities in which either of these two top-tier businesses are located would
have the ability to a) reject proposals to start a business in a given location, b)
introduce progressive penalties on a misbehaving or undesirable business in
their community, or c) rescind a business's privilege to operate in their
community altogether for cause. All of this would be accomplished through a
direct referendum process, with the intent that all such businesses work closely
with the community to address that community's preferences and concerns. The
third tier would be sole proprietorships or very small businesses (perhaps five
employees or less?), which is the only tier where a business entity could be
privately owned and managed, and thereby be insulated from community
controls.  This three-tier system - or an equivalent approach - is an absolute
necessity, in my view, since currently such huge concentrations of wealth and
influence in the private sector has demonstrated itself to be the greatest threat to
a functional democracy, the most pernicious abuser and exploiter of workers and
the environment, and the most disruptive to our collective moral maturation
process. In other words, these huge privatized industries are simply too
powerful to be permitted to exist outside of the democratic process as they do
today.

The ratio between the salary of the highest paid individuals in a given field and
that of the lowest paid individuals in the same field - as well as what the highest
and lowest wages would be, the benefits of seniority, and other aspects of pay
structure - could be publicly determined through a direct democratic process by
the general populace for all organizations that are not privately owned (i.e.
government agencies, non-profits, and for-profit enterprises). The same formula
could be applied to the ownership of communal property shares in any
enterprise. To avoid rapid salary swings, changes could be incremented over
time. In addition, the highest and lowest wages across all of society could also be
democratically set to reflect their holistic value as evaluated and agreed upon by
the electorate. In both cases, this wage-setting process could be repeated
regularly every few years. Using some combination of consistent calculation
factors, this would reflect a more equitable distribution of wages within
organizations and across whole industries, especially as some positions between
those organizations become interchangeable. It also has the potential of
eliminating the lopsided educational funding, career flocking, research and
development and other investment bias created by excessive wage imbalances.
As our culture matures, the objective could be to amplify the social capital of
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fields that contribute constructively and holistically to society. To include a
competitive variable in this equation, profit-sharing would not be part of these
set wages, but in addition to it. However, profit-sharing could also be
distributed according to exactly the same wage ratios. There could of course be
other profit (or communal property share ownership) distribution mechanisms,
but the goal is to curtail the stratospheric concentration of wealth in any
individual or group of individuals.

As an important holistic value consideration, trades that fall under perverse
utility (i.e. have a high probability of abusive, addictive, lethal or socially
destructive impact) would be subject to train-test-monitor controls. This is
important because these particular trades tend to erode social cohesion and
moral evolution. Along the same lines, human interaction with the Earth's
ecosystems should be compassionate, sustainable and low-or-no impact. I
appreciate the core tenets and twelve design principles of the Permaculture
movement, and think they provide an excellent starting point here. Further, the
"precautionary principle" would ideally guide all technology development and
deployment, harmonizing with slower product development cycles no longer
driven by quarterly profit pressures.

Energy from renewable resources could be produced locally whenever possible,
via community cooperatives, and ideally using business and residential
structures as installation platforms, then aggregated and distributed within each
geographic region as needed. The absolute end of fossil fuel and other
nonrenewable energy production should, I think, be aggressively, rapidly and
relentlessly pursued. This is not only for the sake of eliminating carbon
emissions, but also because the very nature of concentrated-yield sources like
petroleum distorts consumption expectations and reduces costs in the short term,
while the long term reality of stable, steady-state energy sourcing dictates
entirely different consumption and cost relationships. Local-renewable
approaches align with the longer term energy expectations, and mirror the
distributed nature of production, labor and political power in this new political
economy.

Part of a fundamental education should, I would think, be the inclusion of many
of the concepts addressed here and in Political Economy and the Unitive Principle,
with an emphasis on comprehensive training in full-spectrum nourishment,
synergistic dialogue, moral creativity and development, and an overview of the
strengths and failings of various political economies. And of course students,
parents and teachers should all share responsibility for the structure and
management of a more participatory educational environment. I also believe
exposure to other cultures has extraordinary benefit for the young, and to that
end every child should have the opportunity to experience for themselves how
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10.

11.

the rest of the world lives, ideally by traveling to and living among other
cultures. In fact, this is probably a critical foundation for appreciating diverse
viewpoints, navigating social complexities, and learning to think
multidimensionally. It seems the broader and deeper the vocabulary of
language, ideas and experiences made available to our young people, the more
likely they will be able to manage complex responsibilities for the rest of their
lives. But the intent behind all of these approaches should be to encourage the
advanced moral function necessary to sustain the new political economy being
proposed.

The importance of civic institutions and social movements that arise
spontaneously - often operating independently of both markets and government
- should also be recognized and vigorously facilitated. These not only fill gaps in
needed services and resources, but may provide unexpected change agency
toward a higher moral function in society. In particular, community
development corporations (CDCs) and community land trusts (CLTs), when
guided by community input and participation, offer a promising mode of
communal transformation. At the same time, institutions that become well-
established players in civil society should also be subject to direct democratic
control — just as government, non-profit and for-profit enterprises would be
under this proposal.

Clearly some attention must also be given to reforming the tax code. In market-
centric economies like the U.S. taxes are often used to incentivize some
behaviors while penalizing others. This tool should no longer be needed to the
same degree, and the tax code could be substantially simplified as property
ownership — and the surplus value of production — advances into more unitive
strata — that is, as society evolves to value everything more collectively. As an
interim step, a progressively tiered tax rate with very few deductions should
work for individuals, along with a similarly tiered tax rate on net income for
businesses, based on their size. In conjunction with this, a flat rate "wealth tax"
could be implemented across the board to augment and perhaps eventually
replace income taxes. As property position shifts, this wealth tax, in turn, could
increasingly be calculated on accumulated shares of communal property.

The monetary system should be subject to the direct control of the people as a
socialized central bank, in conjunction with a national network of non-profit
cooperatives and community banking systems. For-profit lending institutions
could be entirely eliminated, and fractional reserve banking would, at a
minimum, be strictly restrained by a conservative leverage ratio — one that is
either set in stone or can only be adjusted to be more conservative, not less.
Government institutions would no longer pay interest on any loan, and indeed a
set percentage of government loans would be lent interest-free to large scale
entrepreneurs, non-profit community organizations, community land trusts and
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12.

13.

14.

worker-cooperatives, in order to stimulate innovation, create a level playing field
for emerging disciplines and technologies, and instigate a road to self-sufficiency.
Special targeting of "outsider” innovation would also be an ideal standard, but
realistically this may have to be left to the market side of the mix. There is also
opportunity here to institute a gift economy with a certain percentage of
government lending as well, and this should increase over time as the moral
creativity of society evolves.

One of the consequences of financial system reform would be the elimination of
the stock market as it exists today. It is difficult to conceive of any sort of stock
exchange scenario that can't be exploited, or that doesn't contribute to market
instability, as has been evidenced many times over in the U.S., and has only
increased with the advent of automated computer trades. That said, there
should probably be some opportunity for stock trades to occur, so that outsider
innovations and other market advantages can be facilitated in emerging
industries. However, the resulting stock exchange system would be of a much
smaller scale than its current manifestation, and would be looked upon more as
an interesting experiment than a central feature of the economy. There could
also be strict restrictions on highly speculative investment instruments, and
perhaps a small tax on every trade, to further contain volatility and reduce
impact on the rest of the economy.

It may also be useful to either institute or promote different kinds of currency
that operate mainly within different dimensions of the economy; for example,
there could be gift dollars, market exchange dollars, public utility dollars, barter
systems, community banking systems, and other currency independent of fiat
money. These could still be sanctioned and coordinated through the socialized
central bank, or just be encouraged and supported through independent
institutions, so that morally advanced experiments can demonstrate proof-of-
concept.

In order for any of these ideas to retain integrity and resist corruption in a fully
functional democracy, the electorate must have access to both raw data and
complex analysis tools about virtually every element of society. Whether it be a
judge's rulings history, a manufacturer's product safety record, or a politician's
legislative patterns, multidimensional data on every individual and institution in
public life should be readily available via the web at no cost. In addition, users
should be able to specify values criteria that represent their priorities, and
dynamically display data according to those personal criteria. A standardized
analysis tool could be provided across several competing information sources:
nonprofit government-run clearinghouses, community-based information
providers, and mass media news outlets.
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15. What I describe in Political Economy and the Unitive Principle as “an expansion of
the upper OSI layers of property” will become increasingly important over time.
Initially this refers to what has been traditionally categorized as the creative
thinking, cultural riches, intellectual property or academic pursuits in society,
and especially that which thrives in the commons of universally shared media,
research, innovation and communication. Bur really this also expands to include
what are the most intangible, non-material elements of human endeavors,
interaction, consciousness and self-expression, forming an abstracted realm of
exchange that will always transcend ridged institutions, mundane commodities,
and predictable systems to produce the true wealth of human experience. These
spontaneous, organic creations rely upon the “lower OSI layers” in order to
thrive (for example, the aforementioned Universal Social Backbone eliminates
antagonistic survival preoccupations and, when combined with voluntary
reciprocation, reinforces relevant social contracts), and cannot advance without
that support.

Expansion of Upper OSI Layers
|I| ommunal/Public/Common/Sacred Property Sc

Community

Communal Processes:
- Citizen Commissions

- Daily Direct Democracy

- Reliance on Local Resources

- Referenda Oversight of Industry
- Extent of Benefits Tied to Participation

Spontaneous,
Grass Roots
Civic
Institutions

Industry: For-
Profit Worker-

Renewable
Energy
Production

For-Profit Worker-Owned
Cooperatives

Universal Social Backbone - Infrastructure & Essential Services:
via Networked Non-Profit Worker-Owned Cooperatives
(centrally standardized & coordinated, community executed)
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But how can we transition towards this ideal, and away from our current, highly
destructive form of growth-dependent state capitalism and its pernicious undermining
of democracy? Here are some possible first steps:

1. Educating people about economics, technology, the functions of government,
and what is actually healthy and helpful for individual and collective well-being
and happiness, all-the-while exposing the deceptions and misinformation that
are mercilessly disseminated in service of profit.

2. Encouraging moral maturity, compassion and empathy through revised
interpersonal standards, better awareness of multidimensional nourishment, and
inspirational modeling.

3. Holding accountable those government officials, businesspeople, and average
citizens who persist in indifference and callousness, and doing this through
education about values hierarchies, societal expectations and the rule of law,
while also eliminating the social and economic incentives for this behavior.

4. Promoting holistic approaches to well-being that counter addictions,
consumerism, self-destructive habits and externalization of personal power.

5. Creating new institutions that “compassionately tribalize” all of these more
evolved, sophisticated and morally responsible values, and create a safe place to
reinforce and propagate the most proven and constructive means of moving
forward.

Anyone who has endeavored to promote these or similar countermeasures to capitalism
has invariably faced the entrenched interests of atrophied institutions and the powers-
that-be, along with the draconian defense mechanisms of the ruling class. Even so, there
have been progress and immensely positive examples of how alternatives to plutocratic
state capitalism could evolve. I am reminded of democratic socialism in Europe, the
Mondragon experiment, direct democracy in Switzerland, Canadian credit unions, etc.

However, any new, more progressive system will fail unless we accelerate our
individual and collective moral evolution to embody a more inclusive, collaborative,
equitable and compassionate meta-ethical framework. This is in contrast to our current
political economy, which reinforces ethical regression. History demonstrates time and
again that civic institutions must operate from principles at the same level moral
maturity as the electorate, because whenever they attempt to exceed that level, they
ultimately become ineffective, corrupt or collapse entirely. And because state capitalism
has endeavored for so long to infantilize consumers into perpetual dependency, selfless
and compassionate participation in government and the democratic process has waned
proportionately. But we can no longer remain children.
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To that end, we return to Integral Lifework as a possible mechanism for evolving civil
society. As noted in the previous section on moral development, it is my contention that
we cannot mature, in a moral sense, unless we are fully nourishing all dimensions of our
being. Such harmonized support is required for more unitive structures — that is, more
affectionately compassionate attitudes and habits regarding ourselves and others — to
flourish and grow both individually and collectively. This is my hypothesis, grounded
in time-honored mystical traditions from around the world and observations from my
own work and life. But the proof is in the pudding, as they say: it is only possible to
observe the benefits of the practice once we engage it fully. Remaining outside of the
practice and speculating about its efficacy isn’'t a very tenable position; ab intra
validation always trumps ab extra conjecture. So my exhortation would be to invest in
Integral Lifework as a means to an end, with the only costs being a little time and effort,
a little learning, a little refining of guiding intentions, and a little more flourishing of
being.
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Integral Lifework Developmental Correlations
Moral Function, Political Economy & Self-Identification (November 2014)
The following chart is a consolidation of developmental themes recurring throughout my writings on Integral Lifework. Some of the definitions and terms have been

updated to reflect an evolving understanding and should replace previous iterations. Although important elements of the idea have been identified as part of a

progression inherent to mystical gnosis (see The Vital Mystic and Essential Mysticism), “Unknowing Emptiness” is formally identified as a strata of moral valuation here

for the first time; importantly, in more brief and diluted forms it is also a transitional component between the other strata. Within the chart are terms and concepts
that are more thoroughly defined and attributed in the course of the works referenced in each column heading. Some of the principles of development covered in

those works include:

*  For development to occur, all dimensions of being as they are defined in Integral Lifework (see the Integral Lifework Nourishment Assessment for a summary,

or True Love, Integral Lifework Theory & Practice for an in-depth description) must be consciously nurtured, harmonized and progressively integrated. This

nourishment creates the supportive structures — both individually and collectively — that stimulate and support a moral maturation process.

* Itis not possible to fully and consistently operationalize next-level moral valuations without first experiencing the intentions, habits and consequences of

previous orientations.

¢ Development is not uniform, orderly or irreversible. Instead, each dimension of being may advance independently of the others, so that imbalances in

nourishment tend to be reflected in lopsided maturation. Consequently, the resulting evolution is more like a dynamic dance than a linear progression.
* Compassionate integration of earlier values orientations does not preclude abandonment of certain elements of those previous orientations; in other words, as
moral function evolves, some attitudes and priorities may become vestigial, subordinated or sloughed off entirely. It is important to differentiate this process

from repression; instead, this is more of a de-energizing of unskillful or antagonistic concepts, relationships and patterns.

* The maturation of our values system — and inhabiting the moral strata as they are defined here — has consequences for both our Functional Intelligence, our

ability to manage complexity, and our capacity for sustaining advanced civic ideologies and systems.
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Self-

Identification
(Memory : Self, 2010)

Strata of Moral Valuation
(True Love, Integral Lifework Theory & Practice, 2009)

Level of Political Economy
(Political Economy and the Unitive Principle, 2013)

Unitive
Infinite

Self Equates both
Being and Non-Being
(or Non-
Identification, “No
Self”) and
Compassionate
Integration of All
That Is, Including
Previous Self-
Identifications

Applied Nonduality
This is an expression of mystical, nondual consciousness as a supremely unfettered existence where
intuitions of universal freedom are fully realized. There is a certain irony that the autonomy one's ego
so craved in earlier strata is now readily available through the absence of ego. The lack of a distinct
sense of self in some ways eradicates any sort of identification at all - so non-being is equivalent to
being, and self is equivalent to both nothingness and previous conceptions of "the All." Here
inexhaustible loving kindness is conclusively harmonized through advanced forms of discernment. An
enduring all-inclusive love-consciousness integrates all previous moral orientations, current intentions
and actions into a carefree - but nevertheless carefully balanced - flow; a flow into what might be
described as "ultimate purpose.” Previous orientations are then viewed not as right or wrong, but as a
spectrum of imperfect expressions of that ultimate purpose. In this final letting go of self-identification,
all nourishment is love, all love is nourishment, and all values hierarchies are subordinated to skillfully
compassionate affection. At the same time, this realization and any other constructs become just that:
constructs, inventions of the mind. Up until now, the main concern of moral valuation has been the
orientation of self-to-self, self-to-other, self-to-community, self-to-environment, self-to-planet, self-to-
humanity, self-to-nothingness, self-to-All, etc. In other words, previous values hierarchies tended to be
preoccupied with the context of the self. In this stratum, that context is no longer relevant, because
there is no self, no no-self, and not even a concept of self or no-self. Along the same lines, the
past/present/future construction of time dissolves into insignificance.

Level 10

In Applied Nonduality, the concept of property and its
categorizations, valuations and layers of abstraction
evaporates entirely, and regression to into previous modes of
exchange and valuation is inconceivable. The unending flow of
an actualized, overarching purpose is all that remains here, as
guided and energized by an all-inclusive love-consciousness.

Formless

Infinite
Self Equates Non-
Being, Non-
Identification, “No
Self”

i)

Unknowing Emptiness
This mode of being has been the backdrop for all previous strata, and has woven itself into those strata
at various points in the form of “letting go” of previous constructs and patterns of being — we just
haven’t fully comprehended the scope of that letting go until now. This is the stratum first of radical
deconstruction, then chaotic revolution, a tearing asunder of the veil of certainty, challenging of self-
concept and of the nature of all relationships and interdependencies, and fluid revision of the context
and content of all moral strata and systems. Once again, the theme of acquiescence has always been
part of previous transitions and evolutions, but here we fully inhabit that space and allow it to
permeate our consciousness and interactions. This is the gap where faith and doubt collide, where
rational and nonrational reconcile, where manifest and unmanifest infuse each other; this is the
crucible where agape and emptiness forge a new alloy. As expressed in actions and intentions, this
stratum frequently feels like either fragmenting disruption on the one hand, or perceived paralysis on
the other: either a grenade of Light that exposes underlying stucturelessness, or the quiescent twilight
of action-without-action. Ultimately, however, this is where multidialectical tensions can resolve in
neutral stillness, where negation becomes the midwife of creation, and where detachment creates a
fertile ground for more skillful love-consciousness. In terms of time-space, “now” still predominates,
but its context dilates to encompass every point in the continuum previously considered past, present
or future; the now becomes potential even as it ceases “becoming” anything at all.

Level 9.5

As it manifests in a political economy, Unknowing Emptiness
represents a period of turmoil and self-doubt, and has usually
been a necessary component of transition from each Level to
the next throughout development. Here, however, the
unmaking of previous conceptions and orientations is more
complete; a more vigorous annihilation of all that came before
and all that as anticipated. Representations and abstractions
of property may still be sacred (or valued), but constructs like
ownership increasingly become erroneous to the core
experience of unitive interdependency, and thus disconnected
from exchanges and relations; the footing for values
hierarchies evaporates. As may have been the case in previous
Levels of political economy, we can experience the momentum
of earlier structures, systems, valuations and purpose carrying
us forward as operative habits, but we come to recognize that
these, too, are nothing more than tenuous, conditional
constructs. So this is the moment in the trapeze act when we
collectively let go of the rope that has swung us here, without
knowing for certain if there is another rope to grab on the
other side.
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Shared Spirit

Identification with All
That Is as Defined by
Shared Spiritual
Understanding

i)

Spiritual Universality
Through persistent and intimate connection with an absolute, universal inclusiveness of being, moral
function is defined by whatever most skillfully facilitates “the good of All” (that is, the greatest good, for
the greatest number, for the greatest duration). "The good of All," in turn, is an evolving intuition, a
successive unfolding of mystical awareness in concert with dialectical cognition and neutrality of
personal will. However, it tends to remain more of a felt sense than an exclusively rational construct.
Skillfulness can still be refined through empirical experimentation and observation, but it is always
subjected to a filter of intensified and unconditional compassion - a felt sense as well. Identification
with the All is fluid and seamless, and moral thought and action flowing from this identification are also
fluid and seamless. That is not to say that this stratum can't occasionally be interrupted by regressions
to previous strata within one or more dimensions of being (usually as a reaction to overwhelming or
stressful situations), but the contrast and incongruity of those regressions is strikingly obvious. Past,
present and future become a continuum where "now" is less fixed; the experience of time itself is more
relative and process-oriented. Nevertheless, "now" remains the primary reference for that process.

Level 9

Spiritual Universality begins to revise the common property
designation still further. The desire to elevate intersubjectivity
relaxes until a more unitive perspective permeates all
valuations. Now there is a shared intuition that everything that
once resided in other ownership categories is actually sacred.
In fact, those previous categorizations are mainly perceived as
destructive and unhealthy, and so any lingering subordinate
relationships with property dissolve. However, because this
stratum is so fluid - and because it can still be interrupted by
regression - subordinate relationships may appear and
disappear as required in continuously revising contexts.
Despite these difficult but sometimes necessary hiccups, the
primary flow of Level 9 is that the entirety of existence has
intrinsic value, and so all human activity must engage that
existence with unconditional compassion. There is also a
strong intuition of a shared, unifying purpose, and an
increasing desire to acquiesce into that purpose. At this stage,
holistic value becomes equivalent to the sacred, intrinsic value
that is collectively held.

All-Being
Identification with
Progressively
Broader Inclusions of
Consciousness &
Being Together with
All Supportive
Systems

i)

Transpersonal Holism
This stratum is marked by an increasing flexibility of moral orientation. For example, the realization
that more than one values hierarchy can be valid, that someone can operate within multiple values
hierarchies simultaneously, or that seemingly opposing values hierarchies can synthesize a new, higher
order moral orientation. This intersubjective moral ambiguity is then navigated through the
discernment of intentional, strategic outcomes that benefit the largest majority possible. Definition of
what constitutes "the largest majority possible" likewise changes and evolves, but is strongly informed
by transpersonal perceptions and experiences. In turn, identification with this transpersonal
connectedness subordinates other identifications, so that, for example, experiencing a shared ground
of being is indistinguishable from compassionate affection for all beings, and compassionate affection
for all beings is indistinguishable from attenuation of individual ego. The relevant time-space for this
stratum becomes contextual; the relevance of past, present and future shifts with current priorities,
and the cycles and patterns of time begin to give way to a continuum.

Level 8

In Transpersonal Holism, the process of commonization is now
complete. There may still be pockets within the commonized
architecture that hold on to previous property categorizations,
but they become exceptions that are functionally and
systemically isolated within the accepted status quo. Because
of the intersubjective validation promoted in this stratum,
systems and institutions are resilient enough to tolerate a
broad diversity of moral function while still advancing a higher
order moral orientation, thus the tumult we saw in a World-
Centric stratum subsides. Through this stabilization, many
forms of what in previous strata were considered to be
potential property can now effortlessly be designated as
sacred, purely to honor and celebrate their intrinsic value. In
this level, the concepts of exclusion or exclusivity are so rare
that even the designation of personal property becomes
unnecessary. Thus even the concept of holistic value itself no
longer provides significant differentiation from internalized
values hierarchies or collective relationships with property. All
the multiplicities of nourishment have now been integrated
into a single thought field - an integral noosphere - so that
holistic value becomes a collective experience and intuitive
understanding that validates itself.

T.Collins Logan — Integral Lifework Developmental Correlations v1.0

Page 3 of 7




Earth Life

Identification with
Every Living System
on Earth — All Their
Individual
Components &
Supportive
Environments

i)

World-Centric
At this point there is a greater appreciation and acceptance of ecologies that facilitate, transcend and
include human society. These ecologies may contain biological, metaphysical, quantum or other
systems-oriented constructs, with the feature that these systems are vast, complex and
interdependent. Here moral function is inspired by individual and collective commitment to
understanding and supporting those systems in order to support all life. Personal identification with
this broader, ecological consciousness expands humanity-centric compassion and concern into world-
centric compassion and concern. Values hierarchies now begin to be viewed as a primary form of
nourishment, from which all other nourishment is derived. Time dilates and slows a bit here, tending to
be viewed more as cycles and patterns than a linear progression.

Level 7

In the World-Centric moral valuation stratum, all previous
property categorizations dissolve into a dominant common
property paradigm. Because of a now firmly established
interdependent systems orientation, any designations of
private, potential and communal property become increasingly
non-existent. Even public domain property becomes a
temporary holding space for transition to common property
assignment. We also see an enlarging scope of wild things set
aside as perpetually sacred, not as an investment for future
utility, but because wild things are esteemed in and of
themselves (i.e. have intrinsic value independent of human
valuation). Once the commonization of property is pervasive,
there is no longer an elite class to disrupt or exclude others
from sharing equally in property benefits. And because there
is so little private property, a conventional exchange economy
no longer exists in the mainstream. However, until
commonization is complete, other property categorizations
and their resultant economies and classes can persist, creating
an organic, hybrid environment that is understandably
tumultuous and unstable, but nevertheless reaches onward
towards Level 8. At this stage, a subtle, multidimensional and
highly sophisticated holistic valuation is replacing exchange
value in human relationships with property across all OSI
abstraction layers.

Human

Society
Identification with All
People Everywhere

i)

Principled Rationalism
Moral function is now defined by a rationally defined set of reasoned moral principles, principles with
the unifying objective of benefiting all of humanity. For anyone operating in this stratum, empirical
validation of moral efficacy is of particularly compelling interest; what really works should be embraced,
and what doesn't should be discarded. There is also an additional form of individuation here, where
identification with previous communities (communities whose values and goals had previously been
facilitated and integrated) begins to fade, and is replaced with increasing identification with, and
compassion for, all human beings. Social divisions are discarded in favor of equal status. The future can
now become an all-consuming fixation that drives more and more decisions, the past becomes an
advising reference, and the current moment a fleeting absorption. As a result, time tends to both
constrict and accelerate in this stratum, remaining linear in experience and conception.

Level 6

Arriving at the stratum of Principled Rationalism, the property
organization of previous Tribal, Individual and Communal
moral orientation is more vigorously challenged. Public
domain property now becomes the ideal categorization, with
private and communal assignments subordinated to that
objective. For the first time, setting aside wild things as sacred
may be considered, but mainly as an investment for future
resource depletion or other public domain need; so,
provisionally sacred until a scarcity crisis assigns it to potential.
The desire to maintain an egalitarian public domain property
categorization can, however, lead to behaviors that echo
previous moral orientations; for example, a de facto elitist
privatization of property "held in public trust" but controlled
mainly by the most influential class, for the benefit of that
class. Holistic value calculations now have a much more
diverse and inclusive basis, as collective understanding of what
constitutes nourishment and the interdependence of all
nourishment dimensions becomes more sophisticated.
Exchange value is increasingly aligned with this more complex
holistic value across most OSl| abstraction layers.
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Affinitive
Community
Identification with All
People Who Share
the Same Values or
Experience

i)

Cooperative Communalism
Here a communal role and collective responsibility is firmly accepted and established as part of moral
function, and community is defined by shared values and experiences, rather than just shared benefits
or just laws. The necessity of collaborative contribution to human welfare is understood, and the desire
to compete for personal advantage fades away. A community’s shared values are appreciated,
integrated and supported in order to further that community's goals and collective nourishment, but
without the suppression or sacrificing of personal values and identity that were common in earlier
tribalism. Thus distinctions of class, caste, and social position tend to attenuate. This stratum also
tends to invite preoccupation with the future, sometimes even beyond one's personal future, because
we are charting a course through increased complexity. Time is experienced and conceived of as
episodic.

Beneficial

Community
Identification with All
People Who Benefit
Each Other in Some
Way

i)

Competitive Communalism

Moral function is strongly influenced by personal acceptance of the importance of participating in a

mutually beneficial and lawfully just community, while still retaining individual uniqueness. However,
this initial expansion into a communal moral orientation usually orbits around competition.
Competition with others for personal positional power and influence in the community; competition
with other moral orientations, asserting the relevance of one's own views and priorities; non-
conformance with, and continual challenging of, a community's established values hierarchy; and
competition for other forms of social capital. In this stratum the future gains more importance as one
strategizes navigation of these competitions. The past also regains its teaching role, with emphasis on
both failures and successes to inform current strategies.

Level 5
As Individualistic imperatives wane, a more Communal flavor
of property assignment takes hold. Initially, there will be a
desire to maintain private property for personal gain, but
eventually that privatization is understood to be collectively
shared by an exclusive group, and collective advantage begins
to outweigh personal advantage. Tentative public domain
property is still assigned because of its exchange facility within
the community and with other communities, but it retains its
potential to become communal property, especially if other,
highly valued resources become depleted. In these strata
anything not perceived as having such potential may be
relegated to common or sacred property, once again increasing
prestige for the community, but this orientation is eventually
held with less exclusivity, and a more generous attitude of
access and benefit to other communities. A fuller
understanding of interdependent nourishment processes leads
to a broader, more inclusive calculation of holistic value.
Positive and negative externalities now gain importance in that
calculation as well, especially when they impact social capital
within and between communities. Thus holistic value begins to
influence exchange value to a greater degree.

Committed
Greater Self

Acceptance of the
Identify of “Self” as
Larger Than
Associations with
Group(s) or Ideas

i)

Contributive Individualism
Now more fully individuated from the primary tribe and its social constraints, one continues to be
committed to one's own well-being, freedom, wholeness and access to more subtle, nuanced and
complex nourishment resources. Moral function is increasingly defined by efforts that appear “good”
or helpful to others, as framed by conscience, the context-of-the-moment and interpersonal
relationships. In this sense, moral relativism is derived from one's own experiences and interactions,
and tends to be maintained and defended within this self-referential absorption. The present is still
paramount here. This stratum is part of an individuation process from the tribe and the tribe's values
hierarchy. Moral orientation may lapse into previous strata, but is otherwise centered around a sense
of obligation to one's own uniqueness, freedom, well-being and wholeness. As a result, one is open to
more complex nourishment that was not available within egoic or tribal orientations. Probably as a
component of emancipation from tribal expectations, there tends to be minimal concern about the
impact of one's individuation process on others. In this stratum, the present once again gains
preeminence; the past is being left behind, and the future matters less than assertiveness in the now.

Level 4

In Individualistic moral orientations, communal property
becomes increasingly employed for the collective benefit of
affinitive or opportunistic associations, and we might even see
the first glimpses of public domain allocation beyond the
facilitation of secure exchange, if only to be perceived as
concerned about the collective good. However, even such
public domain assignments will be tentative; in reality
everything in the public domain is still potential property, only
temporarily or conditionally set aside. So private property still
maintains its principal importance in these strata, if sometimes
dressed up for the constructive illusion of collective advantage.
Assignments of sacred property are also tolerated for the same
reason, but wild things are still viewed as common or potential
property. Holistic value can now be calculated more flexibly,
with a perceived advantage-of-the-moment in mind, along
with all previous input streams. Nourishment differentiation is
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Tentative
Greater Self

Identification with a

Possible “Self” Larger

Than Associations

with Group(s) or
Ideas

i)

Opportunistic Individualism

This stratum is part of an individuation process from the tribe and the tribe's values hierarchy. Moral
orientation may lapse into previous strata, but is otherwise centered around a sense of obligation to
one's own uniqueness, freedom, well-being and wholeness. As a result, one is open to more complex
nourishment that was not available within egoic or tribal orientations. Probably as a component of
emancipation from tribal expectations, there tends to be minimal concern about the impact of one's
individuation process on others. In this stratum, the present once again gains preeminence; the past is
being left behind, and the future matters less than assertiveness in the now.

more defined, but its interdependence is not yet appreciated,
and so negative externalities are generally dismissed. Thus
holistic valuation still has little correlation with exchange value.

Secure Tribal

Position
Identification with
“My People”

i)

Defensive Tribalism
Here the social order and internal rules of our primary social group(s) are championed as correct and
proper both within the tribe (regulation) and to the outside world (proselytization). Competition with -
and subjugation of - other individuals or groups outside of the tribe (or one's class, caste or social
position) becomes more pronounced. Thus moral function is defined by rigid definitions and legalistic
rules (law & order, right & wrong, black & white) that justify and secure personal standing within the
tribe, as well as the tribe's standing within a given environment. Now, because one's tribal position is
secure, the past again dominates. Past authorities, traditions, insights and experiences infuse the
present legalistic frame with self-righteous justification.

Insecure
Tribal ﬁ
Position Tribal Acceptance

Identification with
“The People | Want
to be My People”

Conformance with social expectations, and approval of one's primary social group(s), governs moral
function here. What is “right” or “wrong” is defined by what increases or attenuates social capital and
standing within the group(s). The acknowledged link between personal survival and tribal acceptance

expands self-centeredness to tribe-centeredness, but otherwise operates similarly to lower moral
strata. In this stratum, one's "tribe" tends to be fairly immediate, and fairly small - a family, team, group

of peers, gang, etc. Now the relevant timeframe shifts back into the immediate future, where status
and influence will either be lost or realized; the past may still be instructive, but what waits around the
next bend in the road is what preoccupies.

Level 3
As moral function evolves through Tribal strata, a more
communal categorization may take hold for a few shared
resources, but the emphasis will still remain on extensive
privatization and various hierarchies of private property. Even
from a Tribal perspective, "communal" may just represent a
form of elitist privatization for the most influential class, and so
here, too, anything not yet privatized will be viewed as
potential in nature, including wild things. Public domain
property is only grudgingly tolerated in order to facilitate and
secure an exchange economy for private property. Sacred
property may be defined in these strata, but only for the
prestige or perceived advantage of the tribe in competition
with other tribes. Now externals begin influencing holistic
value formation, as the tribe's priorities usurp personal
gratification. However, holistic valuation remains fairly
abstracted from exchange values.

Ego Identity
Identification with
Ego

i)

Self-Protective Egoism
Moral function is governed by acquisitive, manipulative, consumptive or hedonistic patterns that
accumulate and defend personal gains (i.e. secure nourishment sources) in order to insulate the ego
from risks and loss. This self-centeredness may be masked by primitive adaptive personas that navigate
basic reciprocity, but is generally indifferent to other people except for the ability of others to satisfy
personal demands. Now the past can actually become more important than the present, because the
past is where wrongs were suffered and gains realized. Reflections on the present and future, on the

other hand, tend to be inhabited by fear of risk and loss.

Level 2
In the Egoic valuation strata, an I/Me/Mine moral orientation
organizes property into the most private, personally
consolidated state possible. Anything that hasn't yet been
acquired is viewed as potential property, and nothing is sacred.
Likewise, holistic value is generated through I/Me/Mine
calculations, and there is only a vague sense of nourishment
differentiation, usually derived from the current and most
compelling appetite.
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Formative ﬁ
Identity
Developing Ego and Self-Assertive Egoism
Ego-ldentity The aggressive utilization of basic tools to satisfy one’s own wants and whims, usually without regard to
the impact on others, is an overwhelming moral imperative here. In most situations, this imperative is
only moderated by fear of "being caught" and the personal embarrassment, punishment or loss of
personal nourishment that may follow. The relevant timeframe for fulfilling one's desires expands a
little here, so that gratification can be delayed until the near-future. However, the past is largely
irrelevant, except as a reminder of negative consequences to be avoided.
Unformed ﬁ Level 1
Identity In Egoless Raw Need, property ownership categorization hasn't
Egoless Raw Need .yet occurred. In a strange sense, al! p.rope.rtY is probably
Naive, helpless state in which volition is centered around unrestrained basic nourishment in every V'e.W(?d as common a.nd boundryless; it is a Ilmltless resqurce
moment, but where the mechanisms of needs fulfillment are unknown, unskilled or otherwise e.)(lstlng qnly to serV|c.e to fundamental appetites an<?| willful
inaccessible. In this stratum, the scope of one's relevant time-space for this needs fulfillment is almost |mperaF|ves.l There is not yet ? care for, or conception Of’ .
always the immediate, everpresent now. ownersh.lp assgnment gr exclusion. .In the same Yvay, holistic
value is monodimensional: there is only the primary and
singular raw need that subjugates all nourishment
differentiation.

Elements of these progressions have been theorized and speculated about by a number of thinkers — Aristotle, Paul of Tarsus, Marcus Aurelius, Plotinus, Thomas
Aquinas, Rumi, Hefez, Teresa of Avila, Spinoza, Leibniz, Hume, Rousseau, Smith, Kant, Hegel, Mill, Freud, James, Tielhard de Chardin, Jung, Piaget, Underhill, Aurobindo,
Merton, Lewis, Maslow, Krishnamurti, Freire, Gebser, Loevinger, Graves, Murdoch, Fowler, Kohlberg and Wilber...to name just a fraction. And although many of these
ideas can be experientially confirmed as legitimate placeholders for an emergent pscycho-social-spiritual process, it is extremely difficult to empirically validate them.
So for now this is just a theory, and one that relies in equal parts on gnosis, felt sense, intellectual intuitions, rational dialectics and creative extrapolations; exclude any
of these contributing streams from the field of synthesis and the theory will lose cohesion. | also suspect there are additional gradations to be defined. My hope is that
the application of Integral Lifework’s nourishment paradigm in various contexts, and by large groups of people who have committed themselves to the greater good,

will produce a large enough body of evidence to either refute, revise or expand these developmental correlations.

For additional information about the larger body of my work, please visit www.tcollinslogan.com. For more information about Integral Lifework, please visit

www.integrallifework.com.
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Articles of Transformation
for a

Level 7 Political Economy

by T.Collins Logan

Introduction

Since 2004 [ have been developing ideas of social, political and economic reform that
harmonize with the principles of Integral Lifework. As you will see, this context is a key
component of a Level 7 political economy, because without individual and collective moral
development and the nurturing structures that support it, any advances beyond our current
self-destructive state of social, political and economic affairs will be unsustainable. In short,
unless we mature ourselves enough to embrace “the unitive principle” of inclusive and
skillful compassion, the most elegantly designed egalitarian architecture will sabotage
itself. Along these same lines, the process of outlining revolutionary proposals will of
necessity need to be participatory and dynamic in nature, continually evolving as ideas are
discussed, implemented and tested. To that end, [ have created the www.level-7.org
website, where I continually invite feedback on drafts of the Level 7 Articles of
Transformation. At this point, all of these proposals are designed specifically to address
U.S. systems of economy and governance.

Two important notes for navigating this document:

e All of the hyperlinks provided in this document are web-based, accessing either the
Level 7 website itself or Internet resources and references. None of the visible links
connect to other portions of this document.

¢ Many “Proposed Solutions” are duplicated across multiple Articles, because they are
relevant to multiple concerns raised within each one. However, in this essay I have
confined explanatory details about each proposal only to a single Article for which
that proposal seems most thematically relevant.

Special Thanks

Special thanks to David MacLeod, Ernie Bornheimer, Mark Edward Niblack, Trevor Malkison,
Jennifer Grove, Scott GrantSmith, Jeff Wright, Steven Douglas Daly, Eric Pierce, Bill James,
Scott Debenham, my wife Mollie and my siblings Sam, Karin and Kirsten, and the many
exchanges on Quora.com that likewise sharpened my thinking around these topics.


https://www.integrallifework.com/
http://www.level-7.org/

Level 7 —T.Collins Logan Page 2 of 52

Table of Contents

The Underlying Philosophy of Level 7 3
Article I: Regarding Concentrations of Wealth, Their Disruption to Democracy and Proposed 7
Remedies

Article II: Regarding the Failures of Representative Democracy to Serve Its Electorate, and the 8
Need for Expanded Direct Democracy and Civic Engagement at the Community Level

Article lll: Regarding the Unsustainable Depletion, Destruction and Pollution of Natural 14
Environments, Resources and Ecosystems, and the Practices and Policies Necessary for

Sustainable Systems

Article IV: Regarding Exploitation and Deception Of, and Injury To, the Worker-Consumer Class by 18
the Owner-Shareholder Class, and the Consequent Necessity of Worker or Common Ownership of
Production

Article V: Regarding the Toxic Danger of Ignorance, Moral Immaturity and Misinformation in a 22
Functional Democracy, and the Creation of Countervailing Informational and Educational

Institutions

Article VI: Regarding the Establishment of Social Credits and an Infrastructure and Essential 25
Services Framework

Article VII: Regarding the Relationship Between Property Position, Individual Liberty and Civic 31
Responsibility

Article VIII: Regarding Replacing Individualistic Materialism with Collective Egalitarianism in 37
Competitive Markets

Article IX: Regarding the Restructuring of Banking and Monetary Systems, and Reforming 39
International Trade Relations

Article X: Regarding an End to Militarism and WMD 42
Article XI: Regarding the Equalization of Feminine and Masculine Power, Institutional Bias, and 43
Other Social Justice Considerations

Article XII: Regarding the Normalization of Public Mental, Emotional and Spiritual Health as 46
Integral to Holistic Health

Action Guide 47
Appendix 52




Level 7 —T.Collins Logan Page 3 of 52

The Underlying Philosophy of Level 7

What Are the Core Design Principles of a Level 7 Political Economy?

The following is an overview of core design principles and provides links to a more in-depth
discussion of each idea. The more original ideas will be elaborated upon in this essay.

e Self-Nourishment and Moral Evolution

» Civic Engagement at the Community Level

» Expanded Direct Democracy in All Levels of Government

 Commons-Centric Production and Worker-Ownership

* Minarchy, Subsidiarity and Polycentric Governance

» Collective, Egalitarian Orientation to Freedom & Civic Responsibility (Integral
Liberty)

« Egalitarian Efficiency & Diffusion

» Sustainable Design

e Precautionary Principle & Pilot Principle

e C(Critically Reflective Participatory Action

e Revolutionary Integrity

* Ending the Tyrannies of Monopoly and Private Ownership

» Change in Property Orientation and Valuation

Where Did the Philosophy Behind a Level 7 Political Economy Originate?

These ideas coalesced over a number of years as an outgrowth of studying how moral
development, economics, traditional philosophy, cultural values, history, politics and
democracy have generated and intersected within political economies over time. The
influences have been broad, but include these contributions and considerations:

Influential Concepts

» Elinor Ostrom’s research on common pool resource management that arose
organically around the globe, and which helped inform the shape of polycentric
governance.



http://www.level-7.org/Philosophy/Ostrom/
http://www.level-7.org/Philosophy/Ostrom/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_pedagogy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precautionary_principle
http://www.tcollinslogan.com/resources/IntegralLiberty.pdf
http://www.tcollinslogan.com/resources/IntegralLiberty.pdf
http://level-7.org/resources/Ostrom-2010-Polycentric-Governance.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subsidiarity
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» Aristotle’s elaborations on virtue ethics, especially as they intersect with democracy,
commerce and political obligation.

e Asaresponse to the pervasive corporate oligarchy extensively exposed by Noam
Chomsky, Naomi Klein, Chris Hedges, Yanis Varoufakis, Greg Palast and others.

« Integrating lessons learned by Alec Nove about the failures of State socialism and
potential remedies.

» Consideration for the varied insights and vision of many economists, such as
Thorstein Veblen, E.F. Schumacher, Thomas Picketty, Karl Marx and Amartya Sen.

¢ Howard Odum’s concept of Earth as a closed or isolated ecological system, subject to
the laws of thermodynamics and cycles of energy transformation, and the
consequent development of approaches by David Holmgren, Peter Pogany and
others to operate sustainably within such a system.

« Paulo Freire’s emphasis on an inclusive, participatory, dialogical educational
process to bring about social change through individual self-empowerment
and critically reflective participatory action (critical pedagogy or praxis).

» A convergence of ideas and evidence encountered in moral philosophy, theories of
human development, spiritual disciplines, enduring works of art, neuroscience and
evolutionary biology around the centrality of prosocial behaviors as the basis for
human society and collective survival.

e Paul Piff's research on the deleterious effects of wealth, greed and social status on
social relations.

e Adam Smith’s warnings about the dangers of monopolies.

e The selective merits of various libertarian socialist and anarchist proposals.

« Employing Ken Wilber’s AQAL schema to help define what integral liberty should
look like.

» Proven advantages of member-owned and worker-owned cooperatives over
shareholder-centric institutions and management.

» The importance of the pilot principle - along with its precautionary
principle corollary - in considering all activism or when implementing any solution.

* The demonstrated advantages and historical precedents of subsidiarity,
collectivism and egalitarianism, and the observation that all concentrations of wealth
and power are destructive to democracy and economic freedom.

» Implementations of direct democracy in Switzerland, installed in parallel with
representative democracy (and holding those elected officials accountable).

e Are-engagement of civic responsibility, first and foremost at the community level, via
both governmental and non-governmental institutions.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precautionary_principle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precautionary_principle
http://www.level-7.org/Philosophy/Pilot/
http://www.level-7.org/Solutions/Enterprise/Worker-Ownership/
http://www.tcollinslogan.com/resources/IntegralLiberty.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Integral_theory_(Ken_Wilber)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anarchism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libertarian_socialism
http://www.level-7.org/Philosophy/Monopoly/
http://www.level-7.org/Philosophy/Prosociality/
http://www.level-7.org/Philosophy/Prosociality/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Praxis_(process)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Critical_pedagogy
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aristotle-ethics/
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» Relying on evidence-based solutions that are customized to regional and local
differences, rather than trying to impose homogenized conformance.

» The exhortations and warnings of philosophers and activists throughout history
that the methodologies, values, prejudices and attitudes embodied in any
movements or activism will persist into the institutions and cultural norms that
emerge out of that revolution; I call this revolutionary integrity.

Original Ideas & Supportive Insights

(To appreciate how many of these elements interrelate, | recommend either reading Integral _
Lifework Concepts, Tools & Assessments for an in-depth overview, or Integral Lifework _
Developmental Correlations - available in the Appendix of this essay - for a summarizing
snapshot)

» That multidimensional nourishment (both individually and collectively, in widening
circles of intention and action) creates critical support structures for moral
development, and that moral development, in turn, is a critical support structure for
an advanced political economy.

¢ The acknowledgement of a unitive principle, evident in nearly all philosophical and
spiritual traditions - and supported by research into group selection and the
evolution of prosocial traits - that identifies loving kindness as the fundamentally
binding force in social cohesion, organization and development.

o That capitalism is profoundly antagonistic to social cohesion and moral
development, and that individualism and materialism - especially as championed
by neoliberalism, Right-Libertarianism, and Randian objectivism - aggressively
counteract the unitive principle.

« Redefining property position in terms of the type of ownership, functional abstraction
layer, and an holistic valuation (that includes use value, externalities and effective
nourishment capacity), as a central building block of a Level 7 economy.

« The importance of multidialectical synthesis in addressing complex systems as both
an individual, interior discipline and as a collaborative, participatory process.

» The criticality of developing and reinforcing personal and collective functional_
intelligence - especially in terms of values alignment between our personal life,
social mores, cultural traditions, and our economic, legal and political systems.

e Other unique features of a Level 7 political economy, such as daily direct_
democracy and the Public Priorities Database, a social credits with accountability
system, a Public Information Clearinghouse, diffused currency issuance backed
by common property shares, etc.



http://tcollinslogan.com/code-3/images/functionalintelligence.pdf
http://tcollinslogan.com/code-3/images/functionalintelligence.pdf
http://tcollinslogan.com/code-3/images/ManagingComplexity.pdf
http://www.level-7.org/Philosophy/Integrity/
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What Is the Role of Integral Lifework?

Integral Lifework, as a form of self-enriching and self-empowering multidimensional
nourishment, was initially created as a form of holistic self-care. Over time, it became clear
that Integral Lifework practice had a profound impact on development and transformation
in nearly every aspect of being, and that this transformation had a natural tendency to
radiate outwards into larger and larger arenas of action and intention. Of critical
importance to models of an advanced political economy, Integral Lifework naturally
encourages innate moral development - a necessary prerequisite for positive social change
to occur and endure. Also endemic to the nourishment model is a reliance on internal and
relational resources, rather than externalized (objectified and commodified) dependencies,
so that Integral Lifework praxis becomes an antidote to the spectacle itself. In addition,
there is a deliberate effort to differentiate diluted or ineffective “substitution” nourishment
from the real deal in each dimension of being - so that moral development, self-reliance,
discernment, skillful compassion and other benefits of integral practice are more fully
energized and strengthened over time. In this way Integral Lifework also helps synthesize
the character and endurance necessary to sustain revolutionary integrity.



https://www.integrallifework.com/
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Article I: Regarding Concentrations of Wealth, Their Disruption to
Democracy and Proposed Remedies

Problems To Solve

Arbitrary, self-serving, self-perpetuating concentrations of wealth and power that create a
de facto “ruling class” of owner-shareholders that undermines democracy. This is primarily
due to:

e Inherited material assets and cultural capital maintain wealth inequality
e Illicit enlargement of capital via political cronyism, clientism and regulatory capture
e Extraordinary and widening income inequality

» Engineered disruption of economic mobility through subsistence wages, increased
debt burden, and dependent consumption

« Sabotage of democratic process via political campaign financing, gerrymandering,
media capture and voter disenfranchisement

« Insulation of corporate holdings and accountability through corporate personhood
and pro-corporate judicial activism

e Monopolization and consequent disruption to constructive competition and
innovation

e Aggressive promotion of neoliberal agenda via media, democratic processes, public
policy and all branches of government

Proposed Solutions

1. Disrupt “business as usual” & pro-capitalist PR campaigns

2. Eliminate corporate personhood & right to free speech via Constitutional
Amendment

3. Institute greater direct democracy at all levels of government

Create citizens councils via civic lottery

Limit all political campaigns to public funding & a cap of gifted media advertising

A L

Migrate away from shareholder ownership of production to common and worker
ownership

7. Eliminate corporate monopolies



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_Five_of_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_Five_of_the_United_States_Constitution
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8. Establish collective and transparent deliberation over industry-wide salaries and
highest-to-lowest pay ratios (via some combination of direct democracy, citizens
councils and worker voting)

9. Create new community-centric schema & structures for enterprise

10. Create non-profit infrastructure & essential services sector of competing enterprises
& social credits system (i.e. a Universal Social Backbone - see Article VI)

11. Enlist the wealthiest elite as change agents

12. Institute 30% tithe on all inheritance and migrate away from private ownership
towards common ownership (i.e. a Level 7 property position)

13. Reform the stock market & fiat money, and end speculation without value
(see Article IX)

More detailed explanations of these proposals will be offered in the Articles that follow.
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Article ll: Regarding the Failures of Representative Democracy to Serve
Its Electorate, and the Need for Expanded Direct Democracy and Civic
Engagement at the Community Level

Problems To Solve

Elected representatives represent special interests and wealthy rather than
electorate

Individual voters feel profoundly disconnected from a highly abstracted political
process, resulting in a felt reality of “taxation without representation”

Crony capitalism and clientism have captured regulation and bent all branches of
government to neoliberal and corporate agendas

Gridlock in state and federal legislatures has undermined voter confidence in the
efficacy of government

Representation in state and federal government has been gravely distorted by
excessive gerrymandering

Two-party polarization and in-group/out-group tribalism and demonization has
crippled effective governance

The electoral college and primary systems do not fairly or accurately convey the will
of the people in both candidate and platform competition and selection

Proposed Solutions

1.

2
3
4,
5
6

Hold elected officials accountable via referenda

Institute greater direct democracy at all levels of government

Create citizen councils via civic lottery

Limit all political campaigns to public funding & a cap of gifted media advertising

Institute universal algorithmic redistricting for U.S. elections

Eliminate the electoral college completely, if necessary via Constitutional
Amendment

Revamp primaries so that more candidates, parties and perspectives can compete
on a level playing field

Reform judicial elections, appointment process & terms to increase independence of
judiciary


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_Five_of_the_United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_Five_of_the_United_States_Constitution
http://level-7.org//Philosophy/Community/
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9. Advocate grass-roots non-governmental civic institutions focused on community
engagement

Implementing Direct Democracy and Democratic Reforms at All Levels of Government

In conjunction with the proposed Information Clearinghouse, there is no reason to delay
implementing direct democracy in several different ways. The technology and proof-of-
concept exist - all that is required is the will, and likely Constitutional Amendments
regarding the following proposals that empower the people to govern themselves.

The Swiss model of direct democracy, which operates in parallel with representative
democracy, has some proven mechanisms and characteristics that can inform a U.S. version,
and should be consulted in detail - all the way down to the municipal level. In such a
context, the existing mechanisms and traditions of representative democracy could run in
parallel with new, direct democracy provisions; elected representatives all the way up to
POTUS would, however, have much less power. In addition, [ would propose the following
elements to enhance such a system:

« Two-Stage Voting - A preliminary vote and a final vote, separated by as much as six
months, for all major direct voting (public office elections, recalls, initiatives,
referenda, censures, etc.). This is to allow a cool-down period over controversial
initiatives or legislation; additional time to research and fact-check legislation,
initiatives and candidates; and allows for a reversal of certain decisions that may
have been too hastily considered (i.e. “cold feet” reversals). In between each stage of
the vote, Citizens Councils at the appropriate level will review and make their
recommendations on the issues as well.

+ Daily Direct Democracy - Internet voting on a daily basis - from a secure app on a
smartphone, public library terminals, or a home computing device - on all
legislation, executive actions and policy changes at all levels of government, for all
branches of government, and for all governmental organizations, as well as to
express public preferences for in-process legislation and government agency
decisions. In some cases this would operate similarly to a “public comment” period,
in some cases an advise and consent mechanism, and in the most impactful decision-
making as a binding authorization. These differences would be the result of both
pubic preference (i.e. established public priorities), and a result of the number of
votes on a given issue - the higher the vote count, the more binding the vote
becomes. In all such instances, a 90 day lead time should be provided for any
proposals before the preliminary vote. And of course voting for local issues would
be restricted to algorithmically defined districts within each region.

e Public Priority Database - As a participatory mechanism, anyone can propose a
topic for public consideration, and the topics that are either a) voted into priority, or
b) aggregated into an overarching topic whose sub-topics have been voted into
priority will be formalized into policy initiatives, research initiatives, executive
actions and/or legislation which will also be voted upon in their final form.


http://level-7.org//Philosophy/Community/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting_in_Switzerland
http://level-7.org//Solutions/Direct-Dem/Clearinghouse/
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+ Unique Digital Identifier - A strongly encrypted identifier assigned to all citizens of
voting age, which is used to access voting sites, the Public Priority Database, the
social credits system and other governmental and communal systems. It is likely
also essential that two-stage verification and biometric verification also be
implemented, along with secure systems for both rapid re-issue and immediate
retirement upon death. This UDI (in physical, non-replicable form) will also be used
to access different levels of Infrastructure and Essential Services.

+ Algorithmic Redistricting - Using one consistent, objective, transparent algorithm
across all regions of the U.S. to apportion districts to voters. As one example, see
Warren D. Smith’s Splitline method.

e Technocratic/Administrative Corps - In some cases elected directly by the public,
in some cases appointed by citizen’s councils, in some cases selected by a civic
lottery restricted to a pool of individuals with specialized skill sets and experience,
there will need to be career technocrats and administrators in government positions
who run government itself and its often highly technical or specialized programs.

» Accountability for Elected and Appointed Officials - Whether via direct
referenda, temporary censure, and regular feedback and approval ratings, or as
guided by citizen’s councils or other governmental checks-and-balances, all elected
or appointed officials will be subject to immediate and actionable evaluations from
the electorate.

+ Campaign Reform - Public funding of all campaigns (elected officials, initiatives,
referenda, etc.) via equal gifted media time, strict source-branding and PIC fact-
checking disclosures of all media and propaganda created by third-party special
interests that is embedded in the media itself (a simple summation segment at the
end of a given multimedia segment, or printed on physically distributed media,
should suffice).

Civic Engagement at the Community Level

There are four primary components of community level involvement in a Level 7 political
economy:

» (Citizens councils: At all levels of government and as ongoing components of
governance, citizens councils would be created via civic lottery.

« NGOs: Grass roots civic organizations, spontaneously created at the community
level, which operate independently from governmental institutions.


http://level-7.org//Solutions/Direct-Dem/Clearinghouse/
http://level-7.org//Solutions/Direct-Dem/Splitline/
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» Daily Direct Democracy: As an additional avenue of engagement, community
members can raise and comment on issues important to them, help decide on
budgeting priorities for community planning, and hold local business enterprise
accountable (in much the same way that the BBB or Yelp does currently, but using a
Unique Digital Identifier for each citizen to prevent distortion of data).

+ Community-centric, non-profit public institutions: For example, Community
Land Trusts (CLTs), Community Development Corporations (CDCs), and Community
Banks (credit unions).

These function as part of the checks-and-balances process in conjunction with elected or
appointed technocratic and administrative positions.

Citizens Councils

Citizens councils become the secondary deliberation bodies for self-governance after direct
democracy - a means of refining the will of the electorate and interfacing with other civic
institutions. There have been many examples of similar bodies throughout history, such

as Community Planning Groups, and these can offer helpful guidelines on how to define
roles, responsibilities and administrative processes. The main difference with Citizens
Councils in a Level 7 context is that they would always always appointed by lottery, with
strict term limits. However, there is also a hierarchy to the civic lottery pools that reflects
the Council hierarchy in terms of larger geographic regions. For example, only those who
have served their full term in a community-level Council would be eligible for the metro-
municipal level Council inclusive of that community; only those who have served a full term
in the metro-municipal Council are eligible for for district-level Council inclusive of that
metro-municipality, and so on. These eligibility criteria can then continue up the hierarchy
through megalopolis, state, regional and national Councils. It seems inevitable that such
Council experience will, over time, create a pool of skilled public administrators who can
then run for elected offices as well.

What also differentiates the Council lottery process from existing lotteries - such as those
for jury duty - is that the lottery occurs several months prior to active appointment to a
given Council. This allows those selected to prepare for their appointment - in terms of
education and any necessary reorganizing of their private life around the appointment's
duties. As with all other public service positions, Council members can potentially be
censured via daily direct democracy of their constituents. At the same time, all such
censures (along with any and all successful direct democracy initiatives) are reviewed and
approved by both the local and upstream Councils. If a Council approves of the stage one
direct vote results, the results of the stage two direct vote will become binding. If the a
Council disapproves of the stage one direct vote, then the stage two direct vote becomes
provisional, and deliberation advances to the next geographic level of both Council and direct
vote. The same deliberation process is then repeated until a final binding decision is
reached.


https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpg/
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Community Land Trusts

Community Land Trusts are an example of public institutions that operate at the community
level. They would be subject to the “advise and consent” guidance of Citizens Councils and
Daily Direct Democracy in addition to a tripartite Board of Directors, in order to manage
common property and resources at the community level. This is also a great opportunity to
implement elements of Ostrom’s CPRM and polycentric governance. The same management
and oversight principles can also be applied to other public community institutions, such as
CDC and local credit unions. I this group of organizations could be an ideal network to
manage common property shares and issue currency backed by those shares.

Spontaneous, Grass Roots Civic Organizations

A convenient way to categorize this phenomenon is “community organizing,” and plentiful
resources are available on the topic. All we are really concerned with here is the civic
function such organizing serves in the context of authentic liberty, and some useful
participatory models for these grass roots institutions. Michael Brown, for example,
describes them in his superbly practical guide, Building Powerful Community Organizations.

Why Is Community Engagement Important?

Communities are where ready cohesion is waiting to sally forth. Whereas complex, abstract,
global issues may be difficult to harness in terms of building consensus, it is relatively
simple to find common ground around pressing community concerns. Local housing and
real estate development, local energy production, local roads, local businesses and jobs,
local environmental issues, local air and water quality, local animal concerns, local
entertainment, local grocery and retail, local banking, local crime...people already care
about what is happening in their community. All that is required is a concentration of focus,
aregular dialog, and demonstrated evidence that voluntary engagement will produce
desirable results. In addition to the mechanisms outlined above, Level 7 also

adds community property shares, daily direct democracy, and Community Coregroups to
the mix to further strengthen civic involvement at the community level.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_land_trust
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Article lll: Regarding the Unsustainable Depletion, Destruction and
Pollution of Natural Environments, Resources and Ecosystems, and the
Practices and Policies Necessary for Sustainable Systems

Problems To Solve

Irreversible destruction of countless species, ecosystems and non-renewable natural
resources, mainly as a result of:

« Unrestrained, organized corporate greed that disregards known negative
externalities

¢ Unintended consequences of rapid technology development and deployment in
concert with undisciplined resource exploitation

« Explosive growth of human populations and economies, with ever-enlarging
concentrations of human habitation and industry

¢ The idealization and spreading adoption of U.S.-style consumerism and conspicuous
consumption

e Individual, corporate and collective superagency enabled by increasingly
sophisticated, powerful and proliferating technologies, without concurrent moral
development or civic accountability

» The perpetual expansive pressures of growth-dependent capitalism and
unsustainable consumption habits

» Disruptive and chaotic climate change influenced by human activity

e Careless and accelerating chemical, radioactive, electromagnetic and particulate
pollution of natural environments

Proposed Solutions

1. Inspire environmental consciousness (via the unitive principle, integral practice and
ongoing education)

2. Implement the precautionary principle at all levels of decision-making regarding
technology production, resource utilization and public policy

3. Slow down growth-dependent economies and encourage localized, diverse and
distributed interreliance of commerce and production, rather than homogenized
centralization

4. Phase out unsustainable and destructive consumption (overconsumption of energy,
beef, water-intensive crops, products requiring deforestation, etc.)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Precautionary_principle
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5. Encourage adoption and discourage reproduction

6. Develop highly distributed, eco-synergistic energy practices and retire fossil fuels

7. Establish community-centric self-regulation of industry and common resource
utilization via direct democracy and citizens councils

8. Learn from Nature’s mutually supportive patterns, and replicate them in the
humanity-ecology relationship

The Unitive Principle

In short, the “unitive principle” is innate and cultivated love - specifically an unconditional
love-consciousness that inhabits the felt experience of compassionate affection - that invites
social cohesion, stimulates prosocial behaviors, and energizes individual and collective
moral evolution. The impact of the unitive principle on personal and societal development
is captured in the Integral Lifework Developmental Correlations chart in the Appendix.
Here is a web link to that chart as well:

Integral Lifework Developmental Correlations

[t takes a while to absorb the content of such a chart, and it would take even longer to
discuss it more fully, but the idea that there is a predictable arc of moral advancement is an
essential feature of the values hierarchies that support constructive integralism. If we allow
responsible and skillful love to instruct and refine all other emotions, thoughts, behaviors
and intentions - all impulses of consciousness, body and will - we can begin to arrive at
values hierarchies that are not only internally consistent, but that energize a clearly defined
evolutionary arc amid complex and often competing systems. When combined with
multidimensional awareness, we can sort through the profoundly complicated issues of the
modern world and assign dynamic, flexible priorities. I can attest to this not only
theoretically, but from my own experience. In managing people in organizations, for
example, whenever I placed “the good of All” above any other agenda - above shareholder
profits, for example, or my own ego gratification, or the favoritism of one person over
another, etc. - then the outcome was always beneficial to the largest degree for the largest
number, as long as [ could integrate as many perspectives as possible within this
compassionate prioritization.

My understanding of love-consciousness, values hierarchies, the greater good and so on
continue to be transformed by the integralizing filters of discernment, a neutral holding
field, flexible processing space and multidialectical processing. I believe it has been through
this growth curve that I eventually arrived at the book Political Economy and the Unitive
Principle, where the importance of collective moral development in enabling the capacities
and durability of civil society becomes so pronounced. Here again, all of this remains
dependent up